
Family Faith Connection Week 5 Day 1

Scripture Reference: Matthew 9:35-38

THE HARVEST

*Read today’s Scripture Verses:

1. What are your hopes and dreams for your son(s)/daughter(s) in the following areas: (Make a 
list for each youth that you will refer to every day-use a piece of paper/ notebook/journal)

A. Spiritual/Relationship with God 

B. Family 

C. Financial 

D. Educational 

E. Success/Failures 

F. Friends/Relationships 

2. What are some areas in your life you need to get right with God? (Make a list to use on a daily 
basis in a notebook/journal etc.)

3. Designate a time daily you will stop and pray for your son/daughter specifically as directed 
each day. It does not have to be a very long, drawn out prayer, but make a promise and 
designate and let your family know the time in which you are going to set aside for prayer. Put it 
on a card, write down the time, put it somewhere everyone will know (refrigerator, bedroom door, 
bathroom mirror, etc.) and sign it.

My Prayer Time: ________________________________________________

4. Designate a day of the week, Monday-Friday, that as a family you will stop and spend time 
reading through the weekly devotional provided each week.

Family Devotional Day:______________________. Time: ________________

I started today as we will every day of a new month, putting things into perspective and revisiting our 
progress. This was day one, have you seen any changes over the last month? Since now you have been 
able to hopefully bridge the gap in your family space, is there anything in the list that has changed? 
Starting I would like for you and your family to try and comprise a mission statement for your family. No 
we are not trying to direct this like a business, but if you were able to have someone come and ask what 
are your family beliefs, it would be awesome if each member of your family was able to recite from their 
heart exactly what they believe. Now, you cannot use this one, but I think Joshua had the best family 
vision statement, "As for me and my house, we will serve the Lord". I really don't think you can beat that 
one, but I would love for you as a family to sit down and determine your families vision statement. It will 



go a long way to help each member of your family understand the necessity walking together towards a 
common goal. If the entire family wanted to read the book of John and they accomplished it, the family 
would grow stronger together as a family. I am not asking for you to do everything yourself, I am asking 
for you to cast a vision that will hopefully determine your destination. Andy Stanley has a quote that we 
used all summer, "Direction, not intention, determines our destination". In other words, if you set a point 
where you want to go, and are diligent in getting there, you will be amazed, as a family how much 
stronger you will be in the end. If you only intend to get there, don't be surprised when you look back and 
see no one is following you because you gave them no direction to truly follow, you just kinda aimed at 
something you didn't truly believe in yourself.

Today's scripture is still just as profound as when Jesus originally said it. The harvest is plentiful, you have 
been cultivating the soil, and it is now ready to begin planting seeds. But the problem is that the workers 
willing to follow through continue to get smaller and smaller. Remember your dedication you made and 
hold true to the lives that each of us has been called to nurture. AMEN

Today's Scripture: Matthew 9:35-38

Jesus went through all the towns and villages, teaching in their synagogues, proclaiming the good news of 
the kingdom and healing every disease and sickness. When he saw the crowds, he had compassion on 
them, because they were harassed and helpless, like sheep without a shepherd. Then he said to his 
disciples, "The harvest is plentiful but the workers are few. Ask the Lord of the harvest, therefore, to send 
out workers into his harvest field." (Matthew 9:35-38 NIV)



Family Faith Connection Week 5 Day 2

Scripture Reference: See scriptures below

THE 10 COMMANDMENTS FOR OUR FAMILY

*Read today’s Scripture Verses:

Below you will find something that is very important to our family. 4 years ago, I was walking through 
Lifeway and I ran across this print. The 10 Commandments for Our Family. As I stood there in the store, it 
completely began to humble me and show me that I was truly missing the entire point about how our 
family lives, acts, and should love. We were just going through the motions on a lot of things because we 
were just too busy to stop and be a family. Have you ever been there? So, I would love to say that we are 
able to abide perfect with all 10 commandments, but after 4 years, 2 kids, 3 dead hamsters, a recently 
departed 18 year old cat, and a 1 year old miniature cockapoo…we are still a work in progress. But we are 
moving forward. I would love to say that the print in its nice frame that cost a consider amount of money 
is hanging in the middle of our house, but due to our current situation it is sitting beside the desk in our 
formal dining room waiting to be hung. But understand this...our family, started this process four years 
ago and after four years, we have been able to take our family back from the world. So I'm sharing with 
you two valuable points: 1. This family that you are fighting for is going to take time to change, but 2. It's 
so much better when you get to where we are now!

Today I am asking that you pray through these commandments and slowly try to apply them into your 
family routine. Share these commandments and if you want post them somewhere everybody can see 
them. They will humble you and strengthen you. They will cause you to stop and pray before you speak 
and open your ears to hear. May God bless your journey today. AMEN

10 Commandments for Our Family

I. We will seek and worship only the Lord our God. 
Great is the Lord and worthy of praise... one generation will commend His works to another; they will tell 
of His mighty acts. Psalm 145:3a,4

II. We will make our family a priority. 
Seek first God's will in our family and the other things will come as He desires. From Matt. 6:33

III. We will speak to one another with kindness and love. 
Like apples of gold in settings of silver is a kindly word spoken. From Proverbs 25:11

IV. We will worship the Lord together and keep the Sabbath day holy. 
O come, let us worship and bow down; let us kneel before the Lord our maker. For He is our God... Psalm 
95:6-7a

V. We will honor each member of this family as God's special gift. 
Live in harmony with one another; love, be sympathetic, compassionate and humble... bless one another 
so that you may inherit a blessing. 1 Peter 3:8-9

VI. We will encourage each other with words, attitudes and actions. 
...Be kind to one another, tenderhearted, forgiving one another, even as God in Christ has forgiven you. 
Ephesians 4:32



VII. We will be faithful to the ideals and values of our family. 
Two are better than one... if one falls down, the other can help him up. A cord of three strands is not easily 
broken. From Ecclesiastes 4:9-10,12b

VIII. We will not take joy from one another. 
Above all things put on love, which holds everything together in perfect harmony. Colossians 3:14

IX. We will speak the truth in love. 
May the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart be pleasing in your sight, O Lord, my Rock 
and my Redeemer. Psalm 19:14.

X. We will be grateful and content with the blessings God has bestowed on our family. Learn to get along 
happily whether you have much or little... for we can do all things through Christ who strengthens us. 
Philippians 4:11,13



Family Faith Connection Week 5 Day 3

Scripture Reference: James 3:13

FAMILY VIDEOS

*Read today’s Scripture Verses:

Do you remember growing up and sitting around watch family slide shows or movies from times past? I 
miss those days.. I use to think they were the worst days ever, but I would live to stop and go back and sit 
and watch. As my life continues to pass by faster and faster, it blows my mind how technologically 
advanced we are with our smart phones, tablets, computers and cameras and we never sit down and spend 
time watching the moments we have captured. We allow life to continue to pass us by in hopes of one day 
slowing down enough to spend time showing the hours upon hours of video we have taken but never 
watched.

In our lives we continue to miss this chance. As talked about before, we blink and the babies that are in 
our arms are graduating or moving out into the real world and we are left with hours and stories untold. 
We have so many opportunities to share a family moment and we fail to take the time and talk about the 
hilarious pictures or videos because we see that as too much and a waste of time. I remember a movie with 
Michael Keaton, I cannot remember the title, but the preface was that he and his wife were having a baby 
and he was diagnosed with an incurable type of cancer. He was given a time frame that would not allow 
him to see the birth of his child. So he began making videos detailing things he wanted his son/daughter to 
know. He talked about life decisions and tried to teach via video things he would never have the chance to 
teach for himself. He took video of birthdays, Christmases...anything that he could think of in hopes of 
allowing his child to see and learn from him about life.

I say all this to say this...what would you want to leave behind to teach your family? If you had the 
opportunity to provide amazing teachable video that included everything you always wanted to say but 
have not had the courage or time to do... What would you say? What life lessons would you like to leave 
behind in the midst that some unfortunate tragedy would occur?

Today's scripture gives us the opportunity to answer that question. Who is wise and understanding, those 
who have been taught and live it through their lives and deeds. This weekend make a family video or take 
a funny family photo. Get some of the things you have made, your crest, your measuring boards, etc and 
show the world what you and your family are doing. You may encourage other families to do the same. 
Make a fun memory that you can post on FB or YouTube about your family growing as a family. Make a 
moment that can last a lifetime. IT blows my mind that we are willing to take pictures and post videos of 
so many other things in the world, yet we sometimes miss the opportunity to show the world the ones we 
love the most. Your family video or family photos with an attached note may change the mindset of other. 
Its just a thought for today.

Enjoy your time together, and I look forward to what my family may learn and the memories we will 
continue to share in hopes of passing on our knowledge for generations to come. They will show it with 
their good life, deeds and wisdom. Enjoy your family. AMEN

Todays scripture:

Who is wise and understanding among you? Let them show it by their good life, by deeds done in the 
humility that comes from wisdom. (James 3:13 NIV) 



Family Faith Connection Week 5 Day 4

Scripture Reference: Matthew 7:24-29

SPIRITUAL AUTOBIOGRAPHY

*Read today’s Scripture Verses:

Today is going to be a very personal day. Coming off a time with talking about personal family moments, 
I want to encourage you to know that this may be a long process. In trying to understand your actions and 
why you do the things you do, you may need to honestly take a journey backwards. In doing so I am going 
to share with you a basic part of why Phase 1 family ministry is so important to me. Here is a part of my 
autobiography.. A part of my journey and understanding why my passion is for the family.

Growing up, I always considered my family to be a godly family. We always went to church as we were 
supposed to do, and I thought that everything was ok. Growing up in my family, I continued to come into 
the realization that as long as my family went to church everything would be ok. Being in a military 
family, it blew my mind that the more we moved, the more I felt my family fall away from God because 
they began to pull away from church. I began to see my perfect family begin to crumble under a lot of the 
pressures of life and I continued to hold on to the thread that if they would just come back to church, 
everything would be ok. But see this is where my false sense of hope began. I continued to equate the fact 
that church is the only place that could fix my family. We were building our foundation on something 
other than God. Church became our God and I don't mean that in a negative way. I am saying that we only 
sought God at church, and when church was over, we did like many people and families do.. We left God 
at the threshold and never took Him with us. We never opened our Bibles at home and only prayed when 
we made the time to sit around the table and eat together. So it was no surprise when I look back at my 
family, that things began to unravel. Because instead of taking God into our home, we left Him either at 
the church or at the front door as we just didn't fully let Him in the house. My family was a godly family, 
but we never allowed God to take full control of our lives.

So you can see why my heart is so passionate about moving God from the church into our homes. As you 
read the scriptures today, realize that the house on the solid rock was the ones who were willing to take 
God in their hearts everywhere they went. So when struggles and cracks begin to form, those with solid 
foundations hold the test of time. On the other hand, those who only do "church" and forget to fully take 
God with them, they completely fall apart and when the stress cracks in the home begin to grow, they have 
a foundation built on sand, and they quickly find their lives sinking struggling to keep their head above 
water and continuing to question why is this happening to us... We went to church.. Yes you did, but you 
forgot to take God with you as you left.

So today, here is how the spiritual autobiography works. Begin writing down your story from birth until 
present day. Mention everything that caused you to grow, change, struggle, move etc. include in your 
timeline, people who were inspirational in your walk, it may be a parent, grandparent, coach, teacher, 
preacher, stranger, etc.. Share how they helped to mold your walk. Talk about the setbacks and struggles 
that completely tested you and maybe even caused you to question your journey. This is your story, and it's 
crazy to think how your story not only has influenced your life and your journey, but also you will be 
surprised to see how your choices, issues, strengths, and decisions have now influenced and transferred 
your values, morals, and perceptions to your family. It has no length, mine was between 20-30 pages 
double spaced. Once you start writing, things you never really thought of will pop back in your mind. 



You may find some of the same realizations I did that common things continued to happen throughout my 
life, and I was only able to see it when I was able to stop and deal with my story.

In seeing my story, I was able to realize my faults and my flaws in which I continued to overlook. I 
realized that God has to get out of the church and as He stands at the door knocking, we must remember to 
open the door and let Him in. I cannot wait to hear how God opens your eyes and helps each of us to see 
our passion we have been overlooking because we have failed to read and know our own story. AMEN

Today's Scripture:

"Therefore everyone who hears these words of mine and puts them into practice is like a wise man who 
built his house on the rock. The rain came down, the streams rose, and the winds blew and beat against 
that house; yet it did not fall, because it had its foundation on the rock. But everyone who hears these 
words of mine and does not put them into practice is like a foolish man who built his house on sand. The 
rain came down, the streams rose, and the winds blew and beat against that house, and it fell with a great 
crash." When Jesus had finished saying these things, the crowds were amazed at his teaching, because he 
taught as one who had authority, and not as their teachers of the law. (Matthew 7:24-29 NIV)



Family Faith Connection Week 5 Day 5

Scripture Reference: Matthew 7:7-8

PATIENCE IS A VIRTUE

*Read today’s Scripture Verses:

Another week has ended and once again we stand at the door of determining really where we would like to 
go on this journey. On the very first day I asked that you would begin to pray for the direction in which 
God is leading you in regards to your family. It is very difficult to understand and sometimes we feel as 
though we are still waiting to see. We begin wanting to knock on the door where God is and say...”Excuse 
me, I was just wondering if you could enlighten me about what is about to happen?” I know I have been 
there many a days. Asking God, what is going to happen next and waiting for what seems like years before 
I see or hear a response. So I am asking for you today for patience. They claim that patience is a virtue, 
but if you are also like me... sometimes patience seems to be more of a hinderance.

As we are walking through this journey, this verse really speaks to each of us. In the beginning we are 
trying to figure out the best place to go, the best decision to make in relation to our families, and we 
knock. Here God is testing our ability to honestly come to Him. Yes, we all know that God is omniscient, 
all powerful, all knowing. In fact, as we build on our foundations, we continue to live with a faith that is 
unseen, and so we go before God and stand at His door and begin knocking. In fact I am going to use a TV 
analogy. I watch the show The Big Bang Theory, and I can relate to the fact that we are just like Sheldon 
knocking on the door so impatiently going “knock, knock, God”.. “knock, knock, God”... “knock, knock, 
God”.... “knock, knock, God”.. and we expect Him to just open the door and give us the answer, and the 
funny thing is that He has in the next part of the verse.

Not only are we asked to knock, but to SEEK. I honestly don’t know if it is just our generation, but for 
some odd reason, we just want the answer NOW. We want to get what we want, when we want it, and be 
done with it. We have lost the joy of patience, and believe me I am right in the middle of that lifestyle. 
Living in this crazy, fast-paced world, we want to get where we are going, receive what we are expecting 
and never consider that delays are a part of God’s plan for our lives. We have become a complete 
population expecting without having to meet God at least halfway.

Finally, I come to the word ASK... Yes, I have gone completely backwards in the formation of the 
Scripture verse today, and that is because, just like those murder mystery books that many of us have read, 
we always want to skip to the end to see how everything turns out without going through the proper 
progression of life. We are so ready to get the answers that we fail to stop and ask the right questions. 
Funny isn’t it. If we would just slow down enough and wait... God is willing and able to show us His way 
and direction. If we just stopped at verse 7, we would never see that God is right their willing to answer, 
reveal, and open the doors that we have locked from the inside.



So today, I just want you to spend time rethinking this daily process. Are you doing it so that you will find 
a quick fix for your family, or are you slowly going through Phase 1 in hopes of understanding that it is 
not the sprinter but the one that trains for the marathon that wins the race. With each stage you will begin 
to see small changes that will enhance you and your family...but as you are beginning to see, everything 
has to start at home.. meaning we have to deal with issues we are having first before we can expect a 
transformation to occur any where else. Ask, Seek, and Knock... It starts with YOU! Don’t skip the 
process, because if you do you will open a door that will lead to another path. Be patient and allow God to 
work through you and your issues that you will begin to reveal in your spiritual autobiography.

With your family today, determine ii your are living your life too fast paced to honestly stop and enjoy 
what God is saying to you. Go back and make a daily timeline for each day and see where and what you 
put the most emphasis in on a daily basis. It’s hard to ask God for something that many of us are not 
willing to put the time and effort to seek to find. He is standing at the door and knocking... Why are you 
still not letting Him in DAILY! AMEN

Today’s Scripture: Matthew 7:7-8

7 “Ask and it will be given to you; seek and you will find; knock and the door will be opened to you. 8 For 
everyone who asks receives; the one who seeks finds; and to the one who knocks, the door will be opened.



Family Faith Connection Week 6/Day 1

Scripture Reference: Proverbs 3:1-6

BRACES

*Read today’s Scripture Verses:

OK.. Go ahead and tell the world... I've officially determined I might be getting older. As I 
left the Doctor today, they said based on my many years of rolling and damaging my ankle 
from flag football, basketball, skiing, softball, etc... I might, yes I might have... Arthritis in my 
ankle... Ouch!! But no worries, I got a shot and medicine and a brace, so I will be ready for 
action in no time. Funny how that happens. From one day to the next life changes and we 
continue to disregard all of the other hints or for some of us ROAD SIGNS, that tell us we 
are moving into a phase in our lives. We always think, that can't happen to me, and then all 
of a sudden you are in the doctors office arguing that there has to be another explanation 
for what's going on... I'm too young to be worrying about this.. Right?

Today I ran smack dab into our verse for today. I find myself trying to rationalize if there is 
another solution only to continue hearing the same answer over and over. As we read the 
scripture for today that is exactly what we are also dealing with not only from a physical 
perspective, but from a spiritual perspective as well.. No matter how much I continue to 
argue with this person who has spent many years dealing with, working on, studying, and yes 
helping to heal others, I still feel the need to be in control and believe I know what's best 
for me... WAKE UP! 

In this stage of Phase 1, we are trying to change a long process that our family has been 
struggling against for a long time. In fact, many of us find it difficult to stay the course 
because we feel as though our families are ok... Well they are better than other families.. 
and we continue to justify our actions as the ligaments that hold our families together begin 
to deteriorate and fall apart... Like my ankle.. Until one day there is nothing let to give 
support and we just collapse with no strength at all.So, I ask each of us today to come to a 
realization... Are we in need of some strong advice that is going to give us the support we 
need to carry on.. My answer is a resounding YES! 



Today we start by looking at our lives. Have we been able to go back and learn from our 
past, look to those who were in those leadership roles to keep us moving forward and see 
where their life lessons have given us the brace that we needed at the time to grow? Have 
we placed the stories of wisdom and their teachings in our hearts and carried them around 
in such a way that we pass on that same trait or knowledge on to our family. When Solomon 
wrote here, he was challenging us to hold the teachings from our families to heart. It is our 
heritage and legacy that whether you know it or not has been passed down for generations 
and now lies on your hands. My dad taught me how to change a tire, fish, drive, tie knots, 
grill, shoot, check electricity, roof etc. he passed valuable knowledge that helped me in my 
time of need. I saw, I learned, and hopefully one day I'll have the opportunity to pass on 
other things to future generations that they will hold close to their heart as a part of our 
family legacy. 

Sometimes we in all of our wisdom cannot see the benefit of the lessons others more 
knowledgable are able to teach us. Humbly I pray each of us will lean not on our own 
understanding and allow God to teach a few things in regards to our family as well. As far as 
homework today.. Make a list of the things you want your children to learn from you before 
they move on to the next stage of their lives when we no longer seem important. Lol but 
make a list of life lessons you want to pass on to your family and then one by one begin 
teaching them. The support you may be giving may be needed more than you know and more 
than they realize they need. You are the brace that helps keep them strong even if they 
feel as though they can walk it alone. Keep fighting for your family, keep planting the seeds, 
because eventually they will take root and grow and give them the opportunity for a longer 
life... One with eternal ramifications. May God be one of the first things your family takes 
root in and passes on. 

Today's Scripture:
My son, do not forget my teaching, but keep my commands in your heart, 
for they will prolong your life many years and bring you prosperity. Let love and faithfulness 
never leave you; bind them around your neck, write them on the tablet of your heart.  Then 
you will win favor and a good name in the sight of God and man. Trust in the Lord with all 
your heart and lean not on your own understanding; in all your ways acknowledge him, and 
he will make your paths straight. (Proverbs 3:1-6 NIV84) 



Family Faith Connection Week 6/Day 2

Scripture Reference: Genesis 4:1-7

TITHING

*Read today’s Scripture Verses:

One of the hardest things for us to understand is the stress we have to determine how 
much we should be willing to give...Now before you stop reading understand we have an 
obedience to not only give to God but also teach our children the importance of giving as 
well. If you are like many of the families I see, most students only know how to ask for 
things in the spur of the moment and spend their money on their desires and believe me I 
have seen kids go through money in a a second and have nothing to show for it. It is like a 
fire in their pockets and they have to spend it or they will die. Then they come back asking 
for more and they don’t understand limits because all we do is empower them by giving them 
more money with no control and they don’t even think about giving to God. We must begin to 
teach them the importance of knowing how to take everything God has given us and give 
back to Him first. So today we are going to talk about a couple of different ways that we 
need to understand the word giving or where some of you understand the word tithing. 

This example of tithing goes all the way back to the beginning of time with Cain and Abel. 
As God, was allowing the world to grow and blossom, God commanded both of them to come 
and bring an offering to God of the best that they had to give. Abel, being a herdsman, 
provided God with the best of his flock giving all that he could in reverence to God. Cain on 
the other hand was a farmer, and in determining his gift, Cain just brought what he had 
lying around... definitely not his best, but thinking that he should just try to appease God. If 
you have not heard the story, God accepted Abel’s gift and blessed him for his sacrifice. God 
did not accept Cain’s offering because Cain was just giving what was leftover and not giving 
his best. How often do we do that? In training our families, we must all realize that we must 
be willing to give our best “first” to God, and that also means not just our money, but our 
prayer and devotional time. 
 
In the scripture today, it blows me away to see what happens. God speaks to Cain and Cain 
is angry, kicking the ground with that sad pouty face that many of us have seen. Then God 
gives him a warning. In verse 7 God says, “If you do what is right, will you not be accepted? 
But if you do not do what is right, sin is crouching at your door; it desires to have you, but 
you must master it’.  If you missed that, God is warning Cain that he must be willing to give 



and do his best towards God or satan is going to find a way to deter you and cause you to 
stumble and fall. Immediately following this advice, a few verses down the chapter, Cain is so 
angry because he was not chosen to be worthy, his anger and sin literally consumes him and 
he goes on to commit the first murder recorded in the Bible. Now I am not saying that you 
are going to murder someone if you do not do or give what God is asking for us to give. 
What I am saying is that if we do not set aside our best many times and we end up giving 
only what is left over and that is passed on to our children because if they see that it’s only 
the leftovers you are giving they will do the same if not less. After 2 generations, many fail 
to give at all.

What I am asking is that you and your family set aside three stations of tithing. First, 
financial. You may not be able to give 10% which many believe is what scripture tells us, but 
start somewhere. If you give your children allowance, have them set something aside that 
they can give to start that process. Second, as you are doing your devotional time, encourage 
them to continue to start finding a time each day they can spend with God, other than just 
the family time. They need to begin moving is this direction as well. Finally in their prayer 
time, encourage them to begin praying either as soon as they wake up or right before they 
go to bed. Have them put it on a card to remind them every day, with their weekly scripture 
verse. The more you demonstrate it in your life, the more they will begin doing it in their life. 
Help them establish their time with God as well as the time together as a family. We are 
mid way through Phase 1, and I am excited about many of the stories I am hearing about 
God’s movement, and I am seeing this because you have been willing to tithe your time with 
your family. Keep it up... It will only continue to get better! 

Today’s Scripture:

Now Abel kept flocks, and Cain worked the soil. 3 In the course of time Cain brought some of the fruits of 
the soil as an offering to the Lord. 4 And Abel also brought an offering—fat portions from some of the 
firstborn of his flock. The Lord looked with favor on Abel and his offering, 5 but on Cain and his offering 
he did not look with favor. So Cain was very angry, and his face was downcast. 6 Then the Lord said to 
Cain, “Why are you angry? Why is your face downcast? 7 If you do what is right, will you not be 
accepted? But if you do not do what is right, sin is crouching at your door; it desires to have you, but you 
must rule over it.” 



Family Faith Connection Week 6/Day 3

Scripture Reference: Isaiah 26:3-4

CURVE BALL

*Read today’s Scripture Verses:

Have you ever had your schedule set, your calendar ready, your day planned and low and 
behold there comes the curve ball. Everything changes and you say to yourself, “Man, I 
didn’t even see that coming”. Well that happens to me on a daily basis. I have learned to hold 
true to the phrase that I must ALWAYS be “Flexible”. So crazy enough I am going to ask you 
to be “flexible” too. I know that many of us really have a hard time when people put us in 
awkward situations or try to stretch us beyond what we feel like we should be stretched, 
but I hope that you have seen that things have started to get better for you and your 
family through this time. 

Reaching the midpoint of our first phase, I would like to hear back from you. Please... The 
only way that we can continue to see if we are on the right track or if we are completely 
missing the mark is to have feedback, a few short words that I would like to use, 
anonymously of course, to encourage others to join in this journey. I say all of that because 
I really do want to see where God is leading our families and how many are really take an 
opportunity to reach out and spend time building their foundations. 

We see that with the scripture that is being used today. We will keep our minds at peace, 
and you know that is one of the hardest things to do... at least for me. Since becoming a 
parent it seems as though I find myself in prayer a lot more for my family. I guess when it 
was just me, I didn’t really worry if I got hurt or injured, because I knew what was going 
on with me. Now having a family, I find myself constantly asking for God to help me find the 
peace to know that teachers, coaches, drivers, other parents, etc... are also providing a great 
environment for my family to learn and to stretch. I pray that God continues to show me 
new ways to reach my family in helping all of us see God in a better way and continue to 
have a desire to want to grow stronger and closer as a family. It’s like daily Satan is trying 
to throw me a curve ball of doubt, which I am happy to say... GOD hits right out of the 
park.



So, this week, spend some time getting some feedback from your family. Words of 
encouragement or words of how we can improve. This model is completely set up to be a 
great opportunity for families to grow closer and understand where we need to reach more. 
The curve ball can come from many different directions and at any time.. However I will tell 
you.. it will also come and possibly humble you beyond all recognition. 

Understand this, we will continue on this journey every day.. we will continue to walk on a 
solid foundation built and established by GOD.. because as we continue to watch God grow us, 
we must be able to first allow Him to humble us to the point of our foundations. God 
continues to throw me curve balls in my life and I am really excited to see just what might 
possibly happen next. Unfortunately for me, it always seems as though my vision is in 
hindsight instead of in the moment. In the moment I continue to seek God’s wisdom, but in 
hindsight I am able to watch as the ROCK continued to guide me and grant me peace all 
along the way. 

Final Thought: Are you at peace? I will tell you this... here is the final curve ball of the day... 
You will gain nothing from this study unless you honestly humble yourself and give it all to 
God. This Phase 1 study is not going to change your life for a short time... it is designed to 
change your families for generations. I know that that is hard to  understand, but for me, it 
blows my mind to see that it took 4 years for me to get to the point where I am today. 
There is no quick fix.. I had to break my heart and my mind and my soul back down to the 
foundation... then God was able to rebuild it and lead me here! During the time I fought it 
every step of the way... in hindsight I’m humbled because once again God knocked it out of 
the park. AMEN

Today’s Scripture:
3 You will keep in perfect peace those whose minds are steadfast, because they trust 
in you. 4 Trust in the Lord forever, for the Lord, the Lord himself, is the Rock eternal. 
Isaiah 24:3-4



Family Faith Connection Week 6/Day 4

Scripture Reference: James 4:7-10

WASHING HANDS

*Read today’s Scripture Verses:

You remember when we always had to go and wash our hands every time we walked into the 
house it seemed. Now, I mean actually going to the sink and wash our hands with the 
community bar of soap and the shake your hand drying process. There was no such thing as 
hand sanitizer, and no one really worried about passing germs from one person to another. I 
mean I remember probably eating more dirt than I knew because even after I washed my 
hands they were never clean enough. But every time I went to the bathroom or came into 
the kitchen I was quickly directed to my grandparents sink to wash my hands because that 
was the thing I was supposed to do.

Today we are focusing on the traditions that our families have passed down from generation 
to generation. As we look at the things we do in our lives, I want you today to make a list of 
those traditions you still keep that you have grown up with from your family. It may be food 
you eat on Thanksgiving or things you do at Christmas.... Whatever the tradition, I would love 
to hear and see what You have brought down from your families to pass on to your future 
generations... Why? Because just like the washing of my hands, there are things that I 
remember growing up that made an impression on who I am. I remember the many different 
things that continued to mold and shape my attitude and desire to win or to compete. 
Legacies that I now find passing on to my family, and others I have changed in hopes of 
allowing them the opportunity to grow as well.

In our scripture today, we see that that is exactly what James was writing about. He quickly 
gives us the advice to come close to God by getting rid of those things that continue to 
cause us to stumble. To resist the things that are so easy to do and find a time to hold on to 
God. He encourages us to "wash our hands", or in other words, to get things right with God 
before we come and sit at the table with our families or with our personal time with God. 
James encourages us to try and get rid of our prideful lives and in complete humility offer 
our hands, hearts, minds, and souls to God. 



Finally today, I have included the words to one of my old favorite songs that was sung by 
Steve Green. As I Reread the words it continues to remind me why I started this Phase 1 
journey with you.. I too want to allow my family the opportunity to see God I their lives not 
just for my daughters, but also for future generations to see that GOD is the center of 
everything we do and that only by HIM washing us thoroughly will be truly clean. AMEN

FIND US FAITHFUL

We're pilgrims on the journey Of the narrow road
And those who've gone before us line the way
Cheering on the faithful, encouraging the weary
Their lives a stirring testament to God's sustaining grace

Surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses
Let us run the race not only for the prize
But as those who've gone before us
Let us leave to those behind us
The heritage of faithfulness passed on through godly lives

Chorus:
Oh may all who come behind us find us faithful
May the fire of our devotion light their way
May the footprints that we leave
Lead them to believe
And the lives we live inspire them to obey
Oh may all who come behind us find us faithful

After all our hopes and dreams have come and gone
And our children sift though all we've left behind
May the clues that they discover and the memories they uncover
Become the light that leads them to the road we each must find

Today's Scripture Verse:

Submit yourselves, then, to God. Resist the devil, and he will flee from you. Come near 
to God and he will come near to you. Wash your hands, you sinners, and purify your 
hearts, you double-minded. Grieve, mourn and wail. Change your laughter to mourning 
and your joy to gloom. Humble yourselves before the Lord, and he will lift you up. 
(James 4:7-10 NIV) 



Family Faith Connection Week 6/Day 5

Scripture Reference: Titus 3:14

SYNERGY

*Read today’s Scripture Verses:

Synergy is defined as: "The interaction of elements that when combined produce a total 
effect that is greater than the sum of the individual elements contributions". As we 
review each of e lessons this week, we see some form of commonality....we cannot do it 
alone. From the beginning of the week in which we were able to talk about the people 
in our lives who support us, to encouraging our families to give together, to the 
situations in life which cause us to have to depend on God and others, and finally 
yesterday where we learn from the traditions of our past, they all come together to 
form our synergy. 

In understanding this concept, I have to return to the definition. The interaction of 
elements... We start today by understanding that as a Phase 1 family we must be 
willing to interact with each other. So many times, as we have mentioned before, we 
find ourselves vegging out and trying to get rid of the rest of the world and 
completely forgetting about the amazing family God has given to us. Instead of 
cultivating conversations, many of us go into our hiding place and find things that cause 
us to be able to disappear for just a while... The old Calgon, take me away moment. But 
in redirecting our families, we are fighting for the ability to cause you to interact... Not 
with an enemy, but with the elements of your family that continues to build a cohesive 
bond.

The second part of the definition states at when combined produce... One of the 
greatest things I have ever seen is the ability for God to strengthen a family when they 
come together. Now I'm not talking about the forced trips we all take where it always 
seems as though we take the world with us, but those moments of AWE when you just 
sit back and honestly say... Wow, it s so great to be a part of this family. Unfortunately 
for many of us those times seem few and far between, but do you think it might be 
because we never stop and actually take the time to bring everyone together on a more 
regular basis?



Now the third part of the definition really makes me excited about the potential of 
what our Phase 1 family COULD be if we are honestly willing to move forward and be 
faithful. Produces a TOTAL effect that is greater than the sum of the individual 
elements contributions... WOW! Pretty much hit it out of the park... DID YOU MISS IT? 
Read it again... Produces a TOTAL effect that is greater than the sum of the individual 
elements contributions. In other words, when you begin working together in prayer and 
in reading of God's Word TOGETHER, you will be able to move further, go deeper, grow 
closer, and change your entire family on a greater level than when you just assume that 
everything you do as individuals under the same roof is enough! 

God created the family to DEVOTE THEMSELVES to meeting TOGETHER. God did not 
determine that as long as one person is reading a scripture in one room, and another 
person is praying in the living room would be enough. Now don't get me wrong that is 
good, but it is in the INTERACTION of each person that produces the GREATER 
opportunity than if the family is completely divided. 

In Paul's closing remarks to Titus, he is encouraging him to help the people of Crete to 
understand they must all work TOGETHER! Cities, communities, churches, and families 
cannot function ALONE. It is in the cooperation and interaction between each of the 
elements that something PRODUCTIVE gets done. 

Final Thought: Have you hit the wall yet? Have you found Satan wedging into your 
family and once again separating the power of your family? Has routine and the world 
once again pulled you from your ability to interact each day with your family? If you 
answered yes to ANY of these questions...STOP...DROP....AND PRAY! Wherever you are, 
whatever you are doing, STOP....DROP...AND PRAY! The World is set on causing you to 
believe its ok to pull apart from the greatest power God had given us... Our family! 
Synergy only occurs when ALL the elements come together... Without that cohesive bond 
all you are doing is putting out a lot of energy for a return that will leave you wanting 
more and questioning even more. Fight for your family... Fight for the one thing God 
gave us as a reminder of His AMAZING love on a daily basis. Not everyone in this world 
has these moments and these freedoms to pray, read, and even eat together... Why do 
we take them for granted. AMEN

Today's Scripture:

Our people must learn to devote themselves to doing what is good, in order to provide 
for urgent needs and not live unproductive lives. (Titus 3:14 NIV) 



Family Faith Connection Week 7/Day 1

Scripture Reference: John 3:16-17

HISSTORY

*Read today’s Scripture Verses:

I will be honest, I am completely blown away by the fact of what is going on in the midst of 
our country. What blows me away more is that there is so much that could be done but with 
politics, coronavirus, and natural disasters, we are watching our country split apart at the 
seams. I really just wanted for us to think about the state of the country as a whole. In my 
brief life span on earth, I have been blown away that the older I have gotten the worse 
everything seems to be. I remember in school, they always taught us that the reason we 
study history was in hopes of not repeating the mistakes of our past, and unfortunately it 
does not look as if they is going to be the case for the near future. 

History is something that is designed to show us the good and the bad, the positive and the 
negative, the mistakes and the grace of God. In watching our stories continue to unfold with 
our families, I am always encouraged to go back and see where God has been able to carry 
me from the last debacle to the present. Many times I continue to see where my failures 
became another chapter in HIS STORY of grace and mercy for my life. FYI no I did not spell 
that wrong... I spelled it that way on purpose.

Today I just want you to go back and have a conversation with your family about HIS 
STORY... About why it is so important that they know that Jesus came and died by His own 
choice..because He loved us so much that He was willing to come and sacrifice it all. But more 
importantly I want you to reveal to them the second part of the story... That God did not 
send Jesus to condemn us...but to save us. God had a plan all the way back in Genesis when 
sin entered into the world. He knew that based on our history... He would be able to tell HIS 
STORY.. and it has the greatest ending of eternal life. So share the GOSPEL... Share HIS 
STORY with your family and you just might be surprised that it might actually change 
history in the life of your family as well. Below I have included the poem footprints in the 
sand to also help illustrate the power and love of God. Enjoy Week 7... May HIS STORY be 
seen in you.



Today’s Scripture:
16 For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in 
him shall not perish but have eternal life. 17 For God did not send his Son into the world to 
condemn the world, but to save the world through him. 

John 3:16-17 

FOOTPRINTS in the Sand 

One night a man had a dream. He dreamed  
he was walking along the beach with the LORD. 

Across the sky flashed scenes from his life. 
For each scene he noticed two sets of 
footprints in the sand: one belonging 
to him, and the other to the LORD. 

When the last scene of his life flashed before him, 
he looked back at the footprints in the sand.                                                                      
He noticed that many times along the path of 
his life there was only one set of footprints. 
He also noticed that it happened at the very 

lowest and saddest times in his life.                                                                                          
This really bothered him and he 
questioned the LORD about it: 

"LORD, you said that once I decided to follow 
you, you'd walk with me all the way. 

But I have noticed that during the most 
troublesome times in my life, 

there is only one set of footprints. 
I don't understand why when 

I needed you most you would leave me." 
The LORD replied: 

"My son, my precious child, 
I love you and I would never leave you. 
During your times of trial and suffering, 
when you see only one set of footprints, 

it was then that I carried you."



Family Faith Connection Week 7/Day 2

Scripture Reference: Jeremiah 24:7

24/7

*Read today’s Scripture Verses:

So as we move into week 7, I hope that you have begun to work into a more settled time 
with your family. I pray that you have continued to open up and hear from your families as 
well as you have had the chance to learn from them as well. Short lesson that all of us 
know.. There are 24 hours in a day and 7 days in a week. As we think through this model of 
ministry for our family, we must remember that our families are a constant job. We are 
always on call, always trying to keep our families safe and having to be on our guard and I 
just want to know if you have had the chance to see them from a different perspective. 

It continues to blow my mind how much God is able to reveal to me from the lives of our 
families. There are many times I have used illustrations in my sermons based on the lessons I 
have learned. Yes, our families are a 24/7 responsibility but its the moments that take us by 
surprise that cause us to fully stop and take note of what God is saying. 

Over the last 7 weeks, we have all spent time sharing with our families and praying. We 
have begun to research our families histories and to help our families take on a brand new 
perspective of allowing God to now take control. When we move forward, we must continue 
to see the things that we have closed our eyes and avoided. We are not superhuman, but we 
serve a God that will continue to direct our hearts and families into a closer relationship 
with Him. We cannot honestly be everywhere at all times, but see, God can. It is time that 
we begin to release our families into the hands of the most amazing person we know.. GOD. 
We have to accept the realization that to be a family of God...God has to be the center of 
the family. 

In today’s scripture, we see that is exactly what God is telling Jeremiah. In God creating us, 
He gave us a heart and a desire to seek Him. God allows this love to continue to grow and 
be nurtured every second of every day. It wells up inside of us a desire to seek God’s plan 
and lessen a desire to hold on to the things that we have placed in front of God. God is 
teaching Jeremiah that even after they have run away for such a long time, His creation, 
because of this love and desire God has instilled in each of us, they will return with a 
stronger desire to grasp the love of God.   



In our families I am asking that you do the same thing. Phase 1 is a desire to put off all of 
the stuff that has gotten in between us and our families and replaced the solid foundation of 
God. We need our hearts to spend time being detoxed from all of the things the world has 
continued to corrupt it with. 24/7 God is always watching and waiting to hear from us. 24/7 
God is always waiting for us to give Him full control and direction for our Family. 24/7 it 
seems as though we try and find a way to push Him away. WHY? 

By week 7, you have now come into a full understanding that God has given you a family... 
what you allow God to do with you and your family is now your decision.. and yes you will 
have to face the consequences of that decision 24/7. COME BACK TO THE FAMILY.... COME 
BACK AND SPEND TIME SEEING GOD... He is all around you... In their tears, in their laughter, 
in their screams, in their love, their prayer, their joys, and their sadness. God is ALL AROUND 
YOU 24/7... and if you cannot see Him... Just look in the eyes of your husband/wife/children. 
If God knit you together and gave you a heart for Him... That means God is with us 24/7... 
Even though we cannot comprehend it now... it’s the story that continues 24/7. Just open your 
eyes and see GOD and stop being blinded by the world. AMEN

Today’s Scripture:
I will give them a heart to know me, that I am the Lord. They will be my people, and I will 
be their God, for they will return to me with all their heart. Jeremiah 24:7



Family Faith Connection Week 7/Day 3

Scripture Reference: 1 Kings 19:11-13

The Still Small Voices

*Read today’s Scripture Verses:

Today is a day of listening... I know that may sound crazy, but in reality, I would like for you 
to honestly go and listen to all the things that are surrounding you. It does amaze me that 
we are able to push out all of the noise of others in a very crowded room to be able to hear 
just the small things that we are in need to hear. Funny how God created our ears to 
function that way.

But today, I want all of us to do something else. In the scripture for today, you see that 
Elijah was very scared and confused on his calling from God. In fact he ran away and began 
to ask God why in the world would He even be called in the first place. In the verse prior to 
today’s reading, God asks Elijah, “What are you doing here?” A great question that many of 
us have probably asked from time to time and Elijah begins this spill about not being worthy 
to speak and that people are not listening and that everyone was rejecting the teaching of 
God... Sound familiar? Yeah it is hard to believe that the same story is reinvented in today’s 
setting. Except it’s not a city that is causing the issue of why God’s message is not being 
heard... but US!

So God does the one thing that many of us fail to do on a daily basis... He commands Elijah 
to go to the mountain and WAIT!! Yeah, God tells Elijah to stop making all these excuses and 
drop everything and wait to hear His voice.. So this is where the story picks up for us today. 

In the scripture Elijah is just standing on this mountain waiting to hear or see god pass by. 
So, just like we do, we begin to look at everything.. First a mighty wind came through and 
did some major destruction and Elijah was sure that was God... but it wasn’t. Following the 
wind, there was a mighty earthquake.. and Anxiously Elijah felt as though God was definitely 
in the earthquake, but He was not... Following the earthquake was a fire... and once again 
Elijah felt as though God had to be in the fire... but once again.. He was not. Finally, after 
the fire came a “gentle” whisper... and Elijah knew that God had spoken.



I say all this because for many of us we too are looking for God to come into our lives and 
the lives of our families in this huge sign of power and force. We are waiting for that 
moment when God is going to show up as the amazing power we expect Him to be and our 
families are going to be automatically fixed. Then when everything passes and we are still 
standing on our mountains looking at all of the destruction that these storms in our lives 
have caused... We begin to complain, make excuses and even deny that God loves us in the 
first place. We start to slide back into our old life because the changes have not occurred 
fast enough and by golly it is just too much for me to spend time “EVERY DAY” with our 
family.. Then in that moment when we think all is lost and that life is just going to have to 
move on... we hear that whisper. In the sound of our children, in the cries of the needy, in 
the still small voice.. God shows up. 

Today, I am asking you to stop and write down what is causing you to struggle... What winds.. 
or earthquakes... or fires are destroying the things that are all around you and you don’t 
even know it. What are you honestly asking God to do in your life and the lives of your 
family that you continue to block because of the circumstances that surround you. God 
asked Elijah to drop everything and wait on His voice.. I am asking you to do the same... Over 
the weekend listen for the whisper of God. And once you hear it... write down what it is 
telling you to do. Hopefully we will all realize that still small voice is God... and hopefully we 
will stop trying to hope that things will change overnight. As mentioned before this journey 
is a life marathon not a sprint and we are only in the first stage. But we have to also realize 
if we keep on the current path we are on... those forces of destruction will eventually 
overtake our lives if they haven’t already. Enjoy your family time this weekend...AMEN 

Today’s Scripture: 1 Kings 19:11-13

11 The Lord said, “Go out and stand on the mountain in the presence of the Lord, for the Lord is about to 
pass by.”Then a great and powerful wind tore the mountains apart and shattered the rocks before the Lord, 
but the Lord was not in the wind. After the wind there was an earthquake, but the Lord was not in the 
earthquake. 12 After the earthquake came a fire, but the Lord was not in the fire. And after the fire came a 
gentle whisper. 13 When Elijah heard it, he pulled his cloak over his face and went out and stood at the 
mouth of the cave. Then a voice said to him, “What are you doing here, Elijah?” 



Family Faith Connection Week 7/Day 4

Scripture Reference: Hebrews 12:28-29

VIRUS

*Read today’s Scripture Verses:

Virus- "A microorganism that is smaller than bacterium that cannot grow or reproduce apart 
from a living cell. A virus invades living cells and uses their chemical machinery to keep itself 
alive and to replicate itself."

Yes many times a new stomach virus hits many or our households and continues to make it's 
run through many of our families. It blows my mind how quickly a family is completely 
humbled by something so small that it takes a microscope to see. In understanding the idea 
of a virus, we see that it cannot survive by itself. It must rely on something else in order for 
it to replicate or even exist. In doing so, many viruses can bring us to our knees, and we are 
left weakened, shaken, and searching for a cure.

On the other side of things, how amazing would it be if this ideal of the Phase 1 family 
would go "viral". I mean I have seen many different things that doesn't really make any 
sense that made it viral like honey boo boo, that continues to depict the family in a very bad 
way. As we continue through the journey, the idea of family needs to be transformed and 
the mindset of what a real family should be is under attack. There is not a true ideal family 
on television anymore. We have all accepted the fact that we will try and not be affected by 
the world's concept of family. From the Disney channel, prime time tv, to reality tv, the idea 
of family has been completely destroyed by the viral... And it is now time for the real family 
to finally take a stand and restore the body to health.

The author of Hebrews is trying to help us to understand that mindset as it pertains to the 
foundation in which God is building His kingdom. From the beginning of time in the garden, 
God determined the family to be His greatest creation. In directing our path, we must 
understand the importance that a strong family will have on the future of newer generations 
that will continue on this path as well. Stop allowing the world to feed off your family and 
fight the virus that has been created.



Homework for today is to watch tv. Yeah, I know, but honestly watch tv and see how the 
world is beginning to define family. It seems as though anything and everything us 
permissible as it pertains to family. Find a show that actually defines the traditional family 
as one established on strong Christian values living together in a nuclear family setting 
where parents are seen as strong, intelligent examples and their children mind their parents 
and strive to be godly examples to their friends. It's probably sad to say it may be 
impossible to find that show... The last one I actually remember was the Cosby show, and it 
continued to break barriers because of its’ depiction of a two parent family that actually 
had morals.

The writer of today's verse continues to encourage us to know at as long as we stay firm on 
the foundation that God has created for the family, there will be another viral takeover. 
Except this "virus" will actually restore the family back to its’ proper place in the eye of the 
world. But that virus must feed off a "living organism". That means that you and your family 
must provide the opportunity for it to thrive and grow in a loving environment dedicated to 
replicating the life lessons we all have learned. 

God forms this foundation... It is unshakeable.. And through the power and love of God it will 
become an all consuming fire that will not stop. It will continue to build families dedicated to 
God's word in hopes of rebuilding a connection that has been destroyed by the world. God's 
kingdom is unshakable, let's praise and worship Him because of the blessings of our families. 
Consume us and let's go viral!   

Today's Scripture Verse:
Therefore, since we are receiving a kingdom that cannot be shaken, let us be thankful, and 
so worship God acceptably with reverence and awe, for our "God is a consuming 
fire." (Hebrews 12:28, 29 NIV) Tuesday, October 30th End Week 7 



Family Faith Connection Week 7/Day 5

Scripture Reference: Ezekiel 37:1-14

These Dry Bones

*Read today’s Scripture Verses: 

So today we have an amazing reference to life. How many times have you ever felt as if you were just 
completely exhausted. You feel as though as soon as you walked in you would just like to pass out and go 
to sleep. You felt like everything was about to collapse and you had nothing more to give. I have felt like 
that the last few days as this illness has progressed through its stages. But what blows my mind is the fact 
that we continue to feel that way almost every day of our lives. I mean I have seen so many different 
commercials for 5 hour energy drinks to help us make it through the day. Our bodies continue to desire 
something to keep us going. We become accustomed to these things just to make it through the day... For 
you it may be coffee, a coke, or some Ginseng tea. Regardless of what you do at the very end of it... You 
quickly fall and crash harder than when you even started.  

We have the same issues in our spiritual life. We are so exhausted and we are fighting with life and we 
think if we can just come to church and get our "God Fix" and we think that we are ok... Then a few hours 
or days or weeks later we crash and burn and we find ourselves lower than we were before and we 
question what happened. We die a little more each time until eventually we find ourselves so tired we 
decide its not even worth the fight and we just stop and give up. 
Our bones cry out and we find ourselves dead and motionless waiting to hear someone telling us where we 
need to go next. 

 I really want you to read today's scripture and see the power of God. As Ezekiel was listening to God, it 
was amazing to watch as God restored the dead back to life. He literally called the bones to take on flesh 
and restored their lungs by breathing life. It makes me continue to think about our personal walks and our 
families. How many times we feel just so dead and we don't know how to get things started again. But God 
is always there if we just allow Him to rekindle our hearts with life. Are you dead bones.. Mentally, 
physically, spiritually are you crying out for life? Is your family in the same position. Today pray as 
Ezekiel did over the dead bones in your family and see how God will renew their desire to grow! It's in 
your hands!  

GOD RAISE THESE DRY BONES AND GIVE THEM FLESH AN JOINTS AND HELP US TO HAVE 
A STRONGER DESIRE TO LIVE AGAIN!!! Amen 



Today's Scripture Verse:

The hand of the Lord was on me, and he brought me out by the Spirit of the Lord and set me in the middle of 
a valley; it was full of bones. He led me back and forth among them, and I saw a great many bones on the 
floor of the valley, bones that were very dry. He asked me, "Son of man, can these bones live?" I said, 
"Sovereign Lord, you alone know." Then he said to me, "Prophesy to these bones and say to them, 'Dry bones, 
hear the word of the Lord! This is what the Sovereign Lord says to these bones: I will make breath enter you, 
and you will come to life. I will attach tendons to you and make flesh come upon you and cover you with skin; I 
will put breath in you, and you will come to life. Then you will know that I am the Lord.'" So I prophesied as I 
was commanded. And as I was prophesying, there was a noise, a rattling sound, and the bones came together, 
bone to bone. I looked, and tendons and flesh appeared on them and skin covered them, but there was no 
breath in them. Then he said to me, "Prophesy to the breath; prophesy, son of man, and say to it, 'This is what 
the Sovereign Lord says: Come, breath, from the four winds and breathe into these slain, that they may live.'" 
So I prophesied as he commanded me, and breath entered them; they came to life and stood up on their feet—a 
vast army. Then he said to me: "Son of man, these bones are the people of Israel. They say, 'Our bones are 
dried up and our hope is gone; we are cut off.' Therefore prophesy and say to them: 'This is what the Sovereign 
Lord says: My people, I am going to open your graves and bring you up from them; I will bring you back to the 
land of Israel. Then you, my people, will know that I am the Lord, when I open your graves and bring you up 
from them. I will put my Spirit in you and you will live, and I will settle you in your own land. Then you will 
know that I the Lord have spoken, and I have done it, declares the Lord.'" (Ezekiel 37:1-14 NIV) 



Family Faith Connection  Week 8/Day1 

Scripture Reference: Mark 1:16-17 

FISHER’S OF MEN 

*Read today’s Scripture Verses: 

I love this time of year. I remember the festivals that we would have at church in the fall or spring. I 
remember the cake walks, the bean bag toss, and even the apple bobbing that we cannot think about doing 
anymore. But the greatest game I could never figure out as a small child was this fishing game. Each time 
I would go up to this booth... they would hand me a fishing pole and I would throw it over the top and low 
and behold.... A prize or piece of candy would come back EVERY TIME... It wasn’t until I was a little 
older did I realize that someone was on the other side of the booth and was placing a piece of candy or a 
prize on my hook. I was able to catch a fish EVERY TIME!! 

Today, I try to think about our families in the same way. So many times we seem to cast our nets or our 
poles and we come back empty and we continue to question why... I finally figured it out... You have to use 
the right bait. As it was in the freshwater streams in North Carolina when my father would takes us 
fishing, we would have different spinners and baits with different weight and even one called a rooster tale 
that was specifically designed to catch certain fish. I mean many years of research had gone into this sport 
in which we tried to make sure that if the sun was shining we had a spinner bait that would reflect the sun 
and make it seem as if something was gliding in the water to attract fish. Another bait, a crank bait, made 
sound in order that fish would think that it was something that they should listen and come and try to 
possibly eat as well. And don’t forget one of the cheapest... worms and a bobber. Hard to believe that with 
each one of these fishermen’s tools, fish were ready to attack if you were able to find the right bait.  

Now I want to turn the table for just a second... what about us. What if we were the fish. In our lives, Satan 
is able to know exactly what bait to lure us in. It’s funny how he is even  able to attack our family as a 
whole Regardless of how much we are able to direct our path towards God, it blows my mind that with just 
one little thing, Satan hooks us and we continue to find ourselves splashes back and forth trying to break 
free.. only to find ourselves more tangled than we began.  

As we look at the scripture today, Jesus is walking along the shoreline and He begins to watch these 
fishermen as they are doing their daily routine. He notices that they are very meticulous about their 
routine of casting and bringing in the nets. In doing so we see a very interesting side of Jesus from the 
shoreline He calls to them and gives them the bait. He sets before them an opportunity to completely 
change their lives and He uses an analogy that they can understand. He finds the common ground and He 
hooks them.  



Today, I am asking all of us to try and think in the same way. What are the things that we are doing in our 
lives that can be used to reach the world. First we start with ourselves, and next we start with our close 
family and then continue to our extended family. There is a common thread amongst all of us whether we 
want to admit it or not. As fish swim in families, they continue to teach each other how to survive. It is a 
common trait amongst close families... unfortunately, it is the loners that really seem to have all of the 
issues. Without proper training or warning, they bite at the first thing they see and it may end up being the 
last bite they take.  

As Jesus reached out to these men, we continue to see that God is doing the same thing with us. He is 
calling us to be the ones on the other side of the booth that as soon as they cast their poles, we provide for 
them a gift that is going to last them for eternity. I still love the adage, Give a man a fish, feed him for a 
day...Teach a man to fish, feed him for a lifetime. What I am asking you to do is the same thing.. Teach 
your family to fish... both literally and spiritually. Take some time and teach your family how to have fun 
going to the lake or creek or river and literally fishing. Explain to them the importance of today’s 
devotion, and then sit down and teach them to be a fisher or men. It is very important for us to understand 
both of those roles. We can either give our families the little bit that they need to survive for a day... or we 
can teach them how to fish for eternity. The choice is ours... I just hope that we all choose to spend our 
time teaching our families how to survive and not biting at the bait the world is dangling in front of them... 
because just like the fish... it might be the last bite they take as well. AMEN  

Today’s Scripture Verse: Mark 1:16-17 
16 As Jesus walked beside the Sea of Galilee, he saw Simon and his brother Andrew casting 
a net into the lake, for they were fishermen. 17 “Come, follow me,” Jesus said, “and I will 
make you fishers of men.” 



Family Faith Connection  Week 8/Day2 

Scripture Reference: Colossians 1:27-29 

MYSTERY 

*Read today’s Scripture Verses: 

Did you ever watch the old Scooby Doo cartoons. I used to love how it always seemed that Shaggy and 
Scooby were always in the right place at the right time.  No matter how crazy, hungry, scared the two of 
them were, they always seemed to end up in the right place at the right time. Solving the mystery through 
their ignorance most of the time. I even remember the coined phrase, “And I would have gotten away with 
it too, if it would not have been for those kids and that dog named....Scooby Doo.”  

Now I know that you are really trying to understand where this whole scenario is going. Well for most of 
us, as it pertains to the mystery of faith that God is trying to reveal, we find ourselves in the same situation 
as the group from Mystery Inc. Stepping out of faith and trying to understand the real meaning of the word 
mystery. We continue to question all of these things and find some way to honestly solve the mystery so 
that we can explain everything that happens without giving any credit to God. We stumble around just like 
Fred, Velma, Daphne, Shaggy and Scooby, trying to find some way to reveal the mystery person, when in 
reality God has been trying to reveal our true identities in Him every day of our lives.  

So today is a reveal of who we are.. Are we the same hidden, scary, person in a “Jason” suit when God 
reveals to and in us His truth, we stand back and say the same thing...”We could have gotten away with it 
too if it wouldn’t have been for God, Jesus and the Holy Spirit.” We honestly could have gotten away with 
all of the hidden sin, the destruction of life, and lived as if all were ok, but unfortunately that is not the 
way that God’s Mystery INC works. 

In today’s verses, we see that God is revealing inside of us the amazing story of His love and mercy. He is 
opening our lives to the ability to see God in a different light and finally understand why in the world God 
has been fighting for us in the first place. God gives us HOPE. He reveals within us the life and ministry 
of Christ, which is the HOPE OF GLORY. The hope that one day we, and our families will live in eternity 
with God in glory. No more sorrow... No more pain.. No more frustration... No more anger... No more 
loss... No more trying to figure out what life is all about, because in and through us God has CHOSEN to 
reveal the MYSTERY! 

So, today we are asking the same question to you. What it the mystery that you are hiding. Once again, we 
must understand in order to desire change that we must put all our cards on the table if we are really 
wanting to obtain and be given the HOPE OF GLORY!  



Let’s now take a look at the second part of today's verse. If we are able to receive the hope of Christ, we 
are then able to move forward in the process of helping others to see the mystery revealed. Being directed 
by God, we are to present others before God. In other words we are to teach, discipline, love, walk with, 
encourage and listen to everyone in our family in hopes of building a stronger family unit for God. We are 
called as members of the body of Christ to continue to incorporate that same grace, mercy and love that 
has been given to us through the life, blood and death of Christ. No where have I read this in scripture, but 
what if we were judged based on those that we were able to lead in a relationship with Christ. What if we 
were given specific eternal ramifications based on the way we were able to pass on the love and story of 
Christ to our sons and daughters. How would we measure up? If that was true, how much harder would 
we be willing to work at making sure our lives were more of an example as well as the lives of our 
families.  

It is time that we reveal the mystery that is within us. It is time we stop allowing others to take think that 
we are OK when inside our families are truly falling apart. As it is with the church, the reason we continue 
to stumble, fall and not grow is because we have unconfessed lives that we are unwilling to reveal to God. 
We are continuing to hide behind the mask of who the world sees and in some cases, falsely revealing our 
lives to our families as well. One day, all will be revealed, and I pray that many of us will have already 
dealt with our issues with God. As the song starts... “Teach your children well... God will give you the 
strength and power to take off the mask and take full acceptance of the mystery that God has placed in our 
lives. The time is now for us to earnestly begin to pray for this same mystery to be revealed in our families 
as well.  

Final thought: I don’t know about you... but in this process my daughter has started asking very good 
questions about God in trying to unravel the mystery. In us and through our wisdom and teaching, God is 
starting to work in her life and maybe soon God will be revealed in her heart, mind and soul. We are 
beginning to see the seed begin to sprout, and the hope begin to take root. All because we have given our 
family to God and been willing to take the time to teach, admonish, and help to reveal the wisdom God has 
so given to us. It is an unending cycle that continues to give me the energy that can never quit, and that is 
the real reason I am always excited about my God, my family, and my calling. I’m not saying we do 
everything right...far from it, but we are willing to be open to learning from our mistakes in HOPE for the 
GLORY that will follow. AMEN 

Today’s Scripture: 

27 To them God has chosen to make known among the Gentiles the glorious riches of this 
mystery, which is Christ in you, the hope of glory. 28 He is the one we proclaim, admonishing 
and teaching everyone with all wisdom, so that we may present everyone fully mature in 
Christ. 29 To this end I strenuously contend with all the energy Christ so powerfully works 
in me. Colossians 1:27-29 



Family Faith Connection  Week 8/Day3 

Scripture Reference: Luke 14:14-28 

HOMECOMING 

*Read today’s Scripture Verses: 

As I sit here today, for some crazy reason I began thinking about the Homecoming events at our local high 
schools and other schools that don’t have that opportunity with their schools. It makes me continue to 
think about just how important it is to have a home to come back to from time to time. As the homecoming 
parade rolled by, you were able to see all the lives of those who were so excited to be getting ready for this 
one event that only happens once a year. Why is it that we put so much energy into an event that only lasts 
a week? Because it will provide memories that will last us for the rest of our lives. Each day, they dress up 
in different costumes and swell with  pride for their school and town that they live in. They are able to 
stand tall and take note as we continue to watch the week get crazier and crazier until the moment 
arrives.... the game plays out and then we return to our old mundane lives. 

WHY? Today, we are living in a place that for this moment and time we call home. We continue to raise 
our families on the towns values because none of us want to buck the system based on the fear of ticking 
the wrong family off and being set in the doldrums of the lost. So we continue to allow things to run 
exactly the way that things have always been and we create a family life atmosphere that does not teach 
truth.  

Here is where Jesus stood. In the midst of leaving home and preparing for His ministry all over the 
countryside, Jesus was able to be removed from the ways of His hometown in Nazareth and preach and 
learn with a freedom that only God can give. In doing so, His name continued to reach all over the region 
and when hearing of His teachings, the people of Nazareth were demanding that He come home and 
preach and do miracles. However, as soon as He returned the same city had not changed and neither had 
the people. When He began to preach from the scrolls, He immediately shared with them that He was the 
answer to the stories of the prophets. They began to realize that this was Joseph’s son, a carpenter’s son, 
and they were amazed by His teaching and mercy and grace. After hearing all of the great miracles that 
Jesus had already done in neighboring towns, they asked for Him to do the same in Nazareth. They just 
wanted a piece of the action... a chance to be healed from their iniquities in order that they could continue 
their same lifestyle.  

When Jesus said that they had to understand that the town could not simply be healed but had to endure 
the pains of their sins, they became very angry...even to the point of trying to drive Jesus out of the city 
and have Him killed. Jesus bucked the system and presented them with a chance to understand that they 
had to change in order for Him to be able to come home. Sacrifices had to be made in order for the people 
to survive....and no one wanted to make the sacrifice to change. 



Today, this is what I am asking you... Have you ever moved away from your hometown and gone back and 
noticed that almost nothing has changed. The same or now new people are still living the same way and 
doing the same thing and they think everything is ok... But you coming back home, have a new perspective 
and you make the quote, “This is a nice place to visit but I really wouldn’t want to live or raise my family 
here.” You are able to see things with “NEW EYES”. I say all this because what kind of home are we 
living in? In our homes, schools, and communities, are we just accepting that life is to be lived in the same 
way, with no change? 

This week I want you to set aside an extra hour.  I know you are thinking, how in the world of my busy 
schedule can I find an hour to put aside. Your “HOME” work is to take that extra hour and once again 
spend the day together doing something OUTSIDE. Get outside the home and gain a new perspective 
about your family. So that you will begin to try and see things with new eyes. It is difficult to come home 
again. Even with our families, many times we find that our children don’t want to come home but go 
somewhere else to spend the night or play and hang out, because home has become the norm and they are 
dying to see the rest of the world. We have to find a way to continue to challenge them to desire to make 
their home a better place in which they want and desire their friends to come and learn about God. We 
have to get out of the normal life we have been living because we are too tired to fight against the system. 
It is time we create a home that is filled with so much love and excitement that our families have a desire 
to come and tell everyone about their homecoming every day. I hope that we are able to make it a lifelong 
experience instead of just a moment once in a while when we celebrate Jesus at Christmas or 
Thanksgiving. Let God COME into your HOME and live there forever. AMEN 

Today’s Scripture: Luke 4:14-28 
14 Jesus returned to Galilee in the power of the Spirit, and news about him spread through the whole countryside. 
15 He was teaching in their synagogues, and everyone praised him. 16 He went to Nazareth, where he had been 
brought up, and on the Sabbath day he went into the synagogue, as was his custom. He stood up to read, 17 and the 
scroll of the prophet Isaiah was handed to him. Unrolling it, he found the place where it is written:18 “The Spirit of 
the Lord is on me, because he has anointed me to proclaim good news to the poor. He has sent me to proclaim 
freedom for the prisoners and recovery of sight for the blind, to set the oppressed free,19 to proclaim the year of the 
Lord’s favor.”[f] 20 Then he rolled up the scroll, gave it back to the attendant and sat down. The eyes of everyone in 
the synagogue were fastened on him. 21 He began by saying to them, “Today this scripture is fulfilled in your 
hearing.” 22 All spoke well of him and were amazed at the gracious words that came from his lips. “Isn’t this 
Joseph’s son?” they asked. 23 Jesus said to them, “Surely you will quote this proverb to me: ‘Physician, heal 
yourself!’ And you will tell me, ‘Do here in your hometown what we have heard that you did in Capernaum.’” 
24 “Truly I tell you,” he continued, “no prophet is accepted in his hometown. 25 I assure you that there were many 
widows in Israel in Elijah’s time, when the sky was shut for three and a half years and there was a severe famine 
throughout the land. 26 Yet Elijah was not sent to any of them, but to a widow in Zarephath in the region of Sidon. 
27 And there were many in Israel with leprosy[g] in the time of Elisha the prophet, yet not one of them was 
cleansed—only Naaman the Syrian.” 28 All the people in the synagogue were furious when they heard this. 
29 They got up, drove him out of the town, and took him to the brow of the hill on which the town was built, in 
order to throw him off the cliff. 30 But he walked right through the crowd and went on his way. 



Family Faith Connection  Week 8/Day 4 

Scripture Reference: Colossians 3:23-24 

COOKIES 

*Read today’s Scripture Verses: 

As we continue toward the end of our 2nd month, there is a lot that we have to understand before moving 
on to the final leg of Phase 1. The whole process has been about YOU. Yes, I know that you might question 
this statement, but Phase 1 has been used to basically reintroduce us to our families again. In 
understanding the need for so many of us to reconnect because for such a long time we have completely 
missed the opportunity to grow as a family. Now, also understand it is not the point that you have not been 
around your family, but in truth we have all been allowing the world to raise our children in hopes that 
our small time with them would give us a chance to influence them for the better.  

This past weekend, we made cookies. Now, I know that you may think this is crazy, but we did, we made 
cookies. It was as if our family had discovered this amazing new bonding time together. I mean don’t get 
me wrong, we have made cookies before, but for the first time our daughter was VERY ADAMANT about 
being a part of the process. She would help in the pouring, the mixing and the scooping out of the batter 
onto the cookie sheet. It was amazing to watch as she looked like a little person now and not my little girl. 
She had such a strong desire to help because she is getting to the point where she wants her identity to 
matter as a member of our family. It literally blew me away. What blew me away even more is that she 
washed every, pot, pan, dish, and cup that was in the sink as well. WHERE DID MY DAUGHTER GO? 
LOL 

So this is what I am also bringing to light about us... In our journey together, we are trying to recapture 
these amazing moments. Phase 1 is helping us all to reconnect with these amazing blessings that God has 
given to us. These members of our family that we continue to just take for granted for such a long time. 
See just like the cookies that we made this weekend, our families are going through some of the same 
process. We are ingredients into this amazing design that God has created under our roof. Some of us are 
the flour that gives our family a solid foundation... other members of our family are the eggs that help to 
pull things together... some of us are the extra ingredients that we add such as butter, creme, vanilla, 
chocolate, etc.. to make things seem a little more interesting... and yes some of us are the NUTS that 
cannot be explained. However, we are all mixed together and under the extreme heat of God’s love, we 
come together to form an AWESOME masterpiece.   

In Today’s scripture we see that we are called to work together with all of our hearts. As a member of our 
families, we are asked to find a way to continue to mold things together. I don’t care how your family was 
created... all I know is that God has had a hand in your families life every step of the way. But now God is 
calling for us to take the reigns and help our families to see the importance of serving together. When Paul 
wrote these words, he continued to encourage the faithful to stand firm the course in which God was 
directing them. As am I with the Phase 1 Journey you are on today. Continue to make your family a 
priority, and I will be honest, you definitely should be seeing some sort of change in your environment if 
you have been faithful to serve.  



Just like the cookies, yes we can eat the dough... in fact many of us would rather eat the dough, but the 
process cannot be completed until is has went through the test of fire. So is true with our families as well. 
We can continue to allow the world to train our families and we just sit back and question how things got 
the way that they did, or we can make a choice to continue this fight to see the family as our mission field. 
We will be tested and we will be tried, but as we continue to watch our family mesh together, the end result 
will be something that will continue to pass down the line for generations to come. You cannot make a 
cake without breaking a few eggs... the same is true about our lives. We are going to make mistakes... we 
are going to continue to falter, but it’s through the trying times that we are able to see the hand of God 
revealed.  

I am not going to tell you that you need to go and bake cookies.... however, by the end of phase 1 I hope 
you have really started to put into action a time to pray for and with your family. I hope that you have 
been able to establish a weekly quiet time/Bible study time, and that you have found yourself yearning to 
find new ways to introduce the love of God with your family. These ingredients are a necessity if the 
journey is to be successful. Just with any good cookie, it takes time and effort to make a cookie from 
scratch to the end result. Don’t buy the pre-packaged deal... spend time getting your hands dirty and 
building a memory that will continue to last a lifetime. AMEN 

Today’s Scripture: 
23 Whatever you do, work at it with all your heart, as working for the Lord, not for human masters, 
24 since you know that you will receive an inheritance from the Lord as a reward. It is the Lord Christ you 
are serving. Colossians 3:23-24 



Family Faith Connection  End Month 2 
Scripture Reference: Esther 4:14 
DELIVERANCE 

*Read today’s Scripture Verses: 
So today we have come to the end of month 2. You have been able to witness your family begin to join 
together in a weekly time of prayer. Now is the time to change the game. In understanding the concept of 
Phase 1 families, we must continue to push the envelope and find ways to draw our families closer. We 
must continue to define the goals in which God is setting before us on a daily basis. In this moment, I am 
asking that you search for the moments of deliverance...and no I am not talking about a movie from the 
’70’s about a group of guys that went down that Chattooga river, but an opportunity to encourage your 
families to see what they have been willing to remove from their lives that has had such a large hold on 
them for such a long time.  

Now, here is also where we once again get honest. For some of us, we are still just going through the 
motions in order to check our time cards and say that we participated but we really did not get involved. 
One of the hardest things that we have to admit is that we just cannot find a way to honestly stop and 
spend time with God. In a conversation with many of our students the other night, I asked them why it was 
so hard to spend time in God’s word... Many of them gave a lot of good answers, but the one that really 
stuck out the most was the one that said because it is so accessible. I had to stop and think about that for a 
moment... Then it really did hit me... The reason that we are so nonchalant about studying God’s word is 
because we are so comfortable in our lives. We have never truly been threatened to lose the opportunity to 
study God’s word so we just take the Bible for granted because it will always be there for us...or so we 
think.  

It almost makes one wish to see what would happen if for just one day, we, as a country, outlawed every 
Bible and the study of Christianity would be punishable by death. We have confined ourselves to allowing 
the Bible and the study of God’s word as a commodity instead of a desire that runs our lives. In the 
moment of our greatest need, it seems then and only then do we turn back to the Word that could have 
helped us many stages before we ended up where we are now. In other words... I firmly believe that our 
families, our church, our community and our nation is in need for DELIVERANCE. 

We have lost the passion of the ones who struggled to give us the freedoms we have in this country today. 
We live in an age of entitlement where our children believe just because they exist we are to give them 
everything they want and we forget to give them the foundations that they need. Growing up as a small 
child, I remember chores that had to be done before anything was rewarded. I remember the amazing 
ideals handed to me by my grandparents that everything was a “gift’ from God and not something I 
wanted because I couldn’t have it. We need to stop the travesty that we are teaching our families and pray 
for DELIVERANCE before we wake up one day and ask “WHERE DID WE GO WRONG?” The scarier 
part is that many of you may already be asking that question today. 
As we look to the scripture today, I am showing you a time in which one so person had to drop who they 
were and realize the necessity of remaining faithful in order for God’s people to be DELIVERED. Queen 
Esther was married to King Xerxes, one of the greatest conquerors of his time. In doing so, Queen Esther 
was living her life, almost forgetting that she was from a Jewish family who was about to be wiped out. 
One of her family members came and told her of the travesty that was about to occur to her people, and 



below you will find his challenge to her as Queen. God had placed her in the place of authority in this 
time for the opportunity for her to save her people...her family from complete destruction. She was 
challenged to use her position of authority to go and save them or remain silent and watch as they would 
fall and God would remove His blessing from her life.  

Maybe that is where we are today. For too long we have just stood silent and allowed the country that we 
hold so dear to fold down into itself. Maybe God is calling us...at this point and time in our lives to take a 
stand against the oppression that the world has placed in our lives by completely removing God from 
almost any other aspect of our lives. Maybe God has given us this final chance to take a stand for our 
families before the time will come that we will no longer have that option...I don’t know, but one thing I do 
know is that “FOR SUCH A TIME AS THIS”.. we need deliverance from all of the crazy things our 
country has created. We have moved so far away from the God-centered country we were created as.. and 
moved into this place of accepting all things as long as it does not effect me now. Slowly and steadily we 
are finding ourselves accepting more and more things that God has completely said that we should stand 
against, and slowly and surely we are watching our country, our community, our churches and our 
families begin to fall apart... and we ask why? 

After 2 months on this journey... have you found freedom from the things in life that have continued to tell 
you that you don’t have time for your family? Have you taken the opportunity to fall in love with just 
spending time with the ones that God has given you the chance to influence on a daily basis, or has 
success up the corporate ladder been more of a goal? Have you traded your family foundations for a lie 
that Satan has continued to tell us all, that the more money you have the better your family will be? Have 
you stopped just for one moment and asked for God to DELIVER your family back into HIS hands. 
DELIVERANCE does come with a price... DELIVERANCE is not easy, because one of the first steps is 
humility from our pride and willingness to admit that we have truly never understood the reason we 
needed to be DELIVERED in the first place. Stop and take a good look in the mirror then do the same with 
your family. What do you see? Who do you see? If nothing else... it gives you a chance to see the real 
reason we need REAL CHANGE..and we have to move FORWARD. Deliver us from EVIL.. AMEN 
 
Today’s Scripture: 
For if you remain silent at this time, relief and deliverance for the Jews will arise from another place, but 
you and your father's family will perish. And who knows but that you have come to royal position for such 
a time as this?" 


