
Family Faith Connection Day 1
Scripture: Proverbs 22:6

*Read todays scripture and answer the following questions:

1. What are your hopes and dreams for your son(s)/daughter(s) in the following areas: 
(Make a list for each youth that you will refer to every day-use a piece of paper/
notebook/journal)

A. Spiritual/Relationship with God
B. Family 
C. Financial
D. Educational
E. Success/Failures
F. Friends/Relationships

2. What are some areas in your life you need to get right with God?
(Make a list to use on a daily basis in a notebook/journal etc.)

3. Designate a time daily you will stop and pray for your son/daughter specifically as 
directed each day. It does not have to be a very long, drawn out prayer, but make a 
promise and designate and let your family know the time in which you are going to 
set aside for prayer. Put it on a card, write down the time, put it somewhere 
everyone will know (refrigerator, bedroom door, bathroom mirror, etc.) and sign it. 

My Prayer Time: ________________________________________________

4. Designate a day of the week, Monday-Friday, that as a family you will stop and 
spend time reading through the weekly devotional provided each week. 

Family Devotional Day:______________________.  Time: ________________



5. Now return to the Scripture for today. Reread it and write it down in your own 
words. Make it personal.. Replace the words child and he with your students name(s). 
For example: Train Amelia in the way Amelia should go, and when Amelia is older, 
Amelia will not soon depart from it. Maybe it will allow you to see this verse in a 
brand new perspective as it pertains to your youth. 

*Today is the first step. It is filled with a lot of questions of where tomorrow may 
lead all of us as a family.  Each day will be a test and some days will be easier than 
others. Following today the true test will be left to you. Each day will be found on 
the parents page on www.iohumcyouth.com on the parents page by noon. We will all 
have to make the choice to be a part. If you would like this information sent out to 
you daily via email please notify me by email at jwade@iohumc.com 

"It's the best of jobs. It's the most difficult of jobs. It can bring you 
the greatest joy. It can cause the greatest pain. There is nothing as 
fulfilling and exhilarating. There is nothing so depleting and 
exhausting. No area of your life can make you feel more like a success 
when everything is going well. No area of your life can make you feel 
more like a failure when things go wrong. PARENTING!". Stormie 
Omartian 

http://www.iohumcyouth.com


Family Faith Connection Day 2

Scripture Reference: 2 Corinthians 13:5-9

Examination Day

*Read today's scripture verses

Today, as we continue in our journey together, I would like each of us to do a self-
evaluation. I know this sounds crazy, but I think you will understand why in the end. 
Take a moment and in your notebook, on a piece of paper or journal write down 
everything you have on your schedule on a weekly basis. Many of us have such a set 
routine even our cars know when and where we are going. It can be as detailed or as 
vague as you would like it to be, but the more specific the better. Once you have 
completed your detailed weekly schedule I want you to stop and say this prayer:

Dear God, examine my time and help me to see where my time with You begins and 
ends on a daily basis. Help me to redirect my time so that it will become your time. 
Amen

I know you may be thinking Jason you don't understand how hectic and crazy my 
schedule is or how long it took me to finally get my schedule right. Trust me I know I'm 
looking at mine too. In the beginning I am just asking that we find a time daily to stop 
and put God in the schedule for us! Once you find the time to put God in for you then 
you can finally move into putting God back in your family. Reading the scripture for 
today you will see we are asked to examine our lives to test and see if we are IN the 
faith. So today begins with us examining our schedules and lives. Stop and reread the 
scripture and think through the following questions: Answer based on a 1-10 basis 1 
being every day and 10 being very seldom.

1.  When is the last time, excluding meals, that you and your family read scripture 
together at home and prayed? 

2. How often, outside of church have you opened your Bible and read?
3. How often do you stop and pray to God to open your heart, mind, and soul to His plan 

for your life? 
4. In your family, how many times is the name God or Jesus used in a positive way?
5. How often does your family get on the computer or sit in front of the television? 



Reexamine the answers you put for each question. In 5 basic questions how much more 
time do we find ourselves spending on things of the world and ask ourselves why our 
families seem fragmented or distant from each other. Coming from a generation which 
completely was raised by TV, it's so much easier for me to say I have no time to do this 
stuff I'm asking all of us to do by realizing the hours I lose each day sitting in my chair 
and "relaxing" because I had a hard day. Just know starting on this journey you are 
now in a fight with the World for your family. And until we are hard set on fighting for 
God to have time in our families, He will only get the leftovers and so will our families. 
Today is an examination day... Are you ready to fight for your personal growth and your 
family? 

Final thought... Read and pray through the words from Psalm 139:23-24. If we are 
really ready to see a change in our families, we must first take and examine our 
personal lives. Are you ready to be examined? If its like me, you honestly may not like 
what you find if you are completely honest. But know you are not alone and know once 
the examination is over, we can begin to learn from our faults and humbly rejoice in our 
successes. 

*Close today's journey by taking out your sheet and praying specifically for your 
students spiritual relationship with God from the list you made from Day 1. 90% of 
what students learn about their relationship with God and the church comes from 
home... Not from church or even their youth minister. If in your list your dreams were 
for them to be more grounded in their faith... Guess what.. We have to become more 
grounded in our faith at home. So pray just for that area of your students lives today. 
AMEN

Today's Scripture Verse:
Examine yourselves to see whether you are in the faith; test yourselves. Do you not 
realize that Christ Jesus is in you–unless, of course, you fail the test? And I trust that 
you will discover that we have not failed the test. Now we pray to God that you will 
not do anything wrong. Not that people will see that we have stood the test but that 
you will do what is right even though we may seem to have failed. For we cannot do 
anything against the truth, but only for the truth. We are glad whenever we are weak 
but you are strong; and our prayer is for your perfection. (2 Corinthians 13:5-9 NIV84)



Family Faith Connection Day 3
Scripture Reference: Jeremiah 29:11-14a

Restoration Day 

*Read today's scripture verses

So now we have started day 3. In understanding where we are today, we must also 
understand where we have been for, however many years, in lala land. Today’s scripture 
reminds us that God is ready to restore us. After 70 plus years of being completely 
separated, God was ready to fulfill His promise to restore His family. I know that it is 
hard to believe, but God was tired of seeing everything in the state that it was in and 
He called for everyone to come back home. He knows the plans that are in store for us, 
however, we must be willing to do one thing... Humble our hearts and pray. This is why 
Phase 1 is so important to this process. For 30 days I am asking you to begin to 
establish a time of prayer for and with your family. I believe in the power of prayer 
and to be honest, I still believe that we are all separated so far apart that only 
through the power of prayer will restoration be possible. Reread the verses again and 
answer these questions today:(Answer in your notebook or journal)

1.Do you fully believe that God has a plan for your life? If so, what do you honestly 
believe His plans are for you and your family. 

2.In verse 12 God uses the word “THEN”. See we must be first willing to accept that 
God is wanting to restore us with the full assurance that there is a better plan for 
us. THEN, we will call to Him and come to Him. What is standing between you and God 
in perspective to your family being restored? Guilt? Time? Failure? What are you 
holding onto today that is not allowing you to receive God’s promise of hope and a 
future?

3.Verse 13: Are you willing to stop and seek God with your WHOLE heart? This is where 
most people begin to turn away. Are you truly ready to watch God change your life in 
order that your family can have a hope for the future?

4.Verse 14: I WILL BE FOUND BY YOU! Does this completely terrify you like it does me? 
I know a lot of the times I say I want to find God, but in my sin filled life, sometimes 
I feel that it would be better for me to hide like Adam and Eve. Although He found 
them too. Before we can even think about our families, we have to accept the fact 



that if we want to be restored, we must first have to be willing to be found in our 
present state. Are you willing to be found?

*Restoration is not easy. In fact it is a life long process for most of us. We seek to find 
new ways and methods to make us look or feel better about ourselves instead of 
honestly getting to the root of the problem....US! 

*Today our prayer time is going to be designated to our families and the future families 
of our students. Believe you me, I am already praying for the men who are going to one 
day marry Amelia and Avery. You may think I am crazy, but honestly I am praying that 
God will be a firm foundation in their lives. I pray for their parents to do the best they 
can to raise them in a God centered home, and I pray for the lives of the grandchildren 
that will be a blessing to our family. Yes, my daughters are 12 and 8 years old... and 
YES I am already starting to pray for their family... that’s how passionate I am about 
believing that God has a plan and future for them already! And I am asking for you to 
do the same starting today. Ask God for these things today:

*That God will provide a godly husband/wife for your daughter/son
*That God will give strength to the family as they raise their student. If you are having 
issues in your family, so are they. Pray for their willingness to make right decisions. 
*Pray specifically that God will continue to give you vision to lead your family on a 
daily basis.
*Pray that God will humble your heart in hopes of His plans for your future being 
revealed.
*Finally, Pray for the obstacles that we have placed in our lives that are causing us not 
to want to accept this idea of restoration.  God says he will bring us back from 
captivity...what is still holding you captive today?

Today’s Scripture:
11 For I know the plans I have for you,” declares the Lord, “plans to prosper you and not to harm you, plans to give 
you hope and a future.12 Then you will call upon me and come and pray to me, and I will listen to you.13 You will 
seek me and find me when you seek me with all your heart.14 I will be found by you,” declares the Lord, “and will 
bring you back from captivity.  Jeremiah 29:11-14 



Family Faith Connection Day 4

Scripture Reference: 1 Corinthians 13:1-8a,9-13
Reflection Day 
*Read today's scripture verses

What did you see when you looked in the mirror this morning? You may not want to 
answer that question. For most of us we see the reflection of the child we use to be so 
long ago. We see the person that stands before us that has been educated, scarred, 
beaten, aged, surprised, loved, changed. Some of us see our parents. Others see but a 
mere reflection of a life that has passed us by within the blink of an eye. This year 
would mark my 28th high school reunion. It is amazing to see pictures of my formal 
classmates. Some of my classmates look the same and some look completely different. 
It's truly hard to believe how much has changed over just 28 years. I saw a reflection 
of my past life as Paul says "face to face", but that is not my life now.

Many of us have heard 1 Corinthians 13 read before at a wedding, funeral or at a 
worship service. Today I want us to actually dive into understanding these words as it 
refers to our reflection of our lives as parents and as a family in general. We must 
understand that in order for our personal lives and families to grow stronger we must 
have love. Paul shares with us so many aspects of love in the first 8 verses that it 
literally humbles and blows my mind. So today I want you to do a reflection test.

1. Reread versus 4-8a. I want you to read them multiple times and each time I want 
you to insert different names in for the word love or in some versions the word it. 
Read them in this order:

 a. Your Name
 b. Spouses Name
 c. Each Student(s) name
 d. God

*It's really not that easy to do is it? It becomes difficult when we hit those words that 
really don't describe us well at all. See here is where we must stop and take a self-
reflection of where we are. Draw a line down the middle of the page in your notebook/
journal. On the left side of the page at the top write the word good. On the right 
write the word struggles, and above the middle line write the word progressing. Then 
make a list of areas from the scripture which you feel are good in your life. For 
instance, patience, kindness,you don't envy, etc. Then list the areas in which you 
personally may struggle: keeping records of wrongs, pride, boasting, rude, etc. Finally 



over the middle line write the ones that are progressing from struggles to good or vice 
versa, i.e easily angered, etc.

2. Following the list you made for yourself, begin making a list for the other members 
of your family in which they may struggle or do well. Write down the areas where they 
are progressing because of their walk with God. Once you have made these lists....Stop 
and pray for God to continue to walk with you to change the personal struggles we 
have in and with ourselves and our families. 

*Our reflections are no longer of that child that Jesus encouraged us to be in the 
gospels. Unfortunately the world has directed many of our paths and thoughts and we 
have lost our innocence and become hardened. But as it says in verse 10, when 
perfection in Christ comes, the imperfect disappears. In other words our life's 
reflections will begin to become less flawed and begin to reflect the love of Christ in 
us. Our personal lives, families, marriages etc. will begin to reflect the love, grace, 
mercy, faith, hope and happiness of God. For too long the world has taken our families 
and given us a poor reflection of how life is supposed to be in this time and age. It's 
time we take a good look at ourselves and begin to work on the things we feel we 
cannot handle by allowing God the opportunity to remove the imperfections that the 
world had so easily placed on us. Finally, I would love for you and your family to watch 
the video God's Chisel remastered by the skit guys. You can find it on YouTube. This 
video may put into perspective a better picture of who we need to reflect every day of 
our lives. Pray for the areas where we struggle...remember God never fails. Amen

Today's Scripture:
Love is patient, love is kind. It does not envy, it does not boast, it is not proud. It does not dishonor others, it is 
not self-seeking, it is not easily angered, it keeps no record of wrongs. Love does not delight in evil but rejoices 
with the truth. It always protects, always trusts, always hopes, always perseveres. Love never fails. But where 
there are prophecies, they will cease; where there are tongues, they will be stilled; where there is knowledge, 
it will pass away. For we know in part and we prophesy in part, but when completeness comes, what is in part 
disappears. When I was a child, I talked like a child, I thought like a child, I reasoned like a child. When I 
became a man, I put the ways of childhood behind me. For now we see only a reflection as in a mirror; then we 
shall see face to face. Now I know in part; then I shall know fully, even as I am fully known. And now these 
three remain: faith, hope and love. But the greatest of these is love. (1 Corinthians 13:4-13 NIV)



Family Faith Connection Day 5/End Week 1

Scripture Reference:  Ecclesiastes 5:1-7

DEDICATION
*Read today's scripture verses

“Do you confess Jesus Christ as your Savior, put your whole trust in His grace, and promise 
to serve Him as your Lord, in union with the church which Christ has opened to people of all 
ages, nations and races? Will you nurture these children in Christ’s holy church, that by your 
teaching and example they may be guided to accept God’s grace for themselves, to profess 
their faith openly, and to lead a Christian life? 

*Today I begin with the words that were spoken at every child’s baptism and confirmation 
service since I have been here. I don’t know about you but these words are humbling to me. 
I was reminded of these words as Sunday we were baptizing another child in dedication to 
God. I was reminded of these words because it seems just a few short months ago it was my 
family that was standing at the alter and it was my voice that was saying I WILL or WE 
WILL, or I DO to these questions. It floored me that for some odd reason I had missed the 
meaning of these words in the emotion of the day in which they were spoken to me and the 
days in which I have spoken them to countless others. A VOW. A point of dedication in which 
I, agreed to give my life in teaching and training my children as an example in order that 
they may be “guided” by me and my life to accept God’s grace and mercy. Then I stumble 
across the words in the scripture today.. more profoundly the words written in verse 4, 
“When you make a vow to God, do not delay in fulfilling it. He has no pleasure in fools; fulfill 
your vow.” OUCH.... 

Over the last week, we have all embarked on a journey that has either allowed us to 
question where our families stand, or question whether or not we are going to be faithful to 
take the next step in this journey at all. We are at a very decisive fork in the road. See, I 
am not going to berate you if you don’t follow this daily plan. In fact this entire phase 1 
process is to see where we stand at all. Instead of searching for methods or books or the 
next new thing that someone has told us will work based on Dr. Phil, Focus on the Family, or 
whoever, we are getting back to the basics of where we were when God first granted us 
these blessings. This Phase 1 is no fad but a way in which we begin to fulfill the vow in 
which we spoke that day when you received this amazing child or children from God. Each of 
us said a prayer that God will give us the strength, wisdom, power, understanding, ability or 
fill in whatever word you would like into that phrase that first moment we held our sons or 



daughters. Now we just have to begin fulfilling the promises we made, and that starts by us 
accepting the words we agreed... to be an example in our teaching, service, trusting, praying, 
and guidance. 

1. Today, reread the scripture as a reminder of where we stand today in promising to fulfill 
our calling as parents. We must “guard OUR steps” and “Go near to LISTEN”. We must be 
slow to speak, quick to listen, and not be “hasty” in our hearts. Step one today is to just 
PRAY. Write out a prayer in which you ask for strength to fulfill your promise to 
“EDUCATE” your family, then sign it!

2. If you have not determined the day of the week you as a family will pray... STOP and 
make that DEDICATION of your time NOW. Fulfill the first promise that you and your 
family will meet 1 day a week, pray and go through the Family Devotion found on the 
parents page each week on the physical www.yehudie.org site.. not the mobile site. 

3. Pray for guidance. Write this phrase daily: Today I must pray for my family. The very first 
part of the scripture today says GUARD YOUR STEPS... and it closes with “Stand in AWE of 
God”. Wherever you are struggling in finding time to do the daily walk, remember you 
have to crawl before you can walk and walk before you can run..but once you run, 
understand that this life is a marathon not a short race.. Breathe and take it one step at a 
time.

*Final thoughts: Are you ready to dedicate now 25 days of your life to the betterment of 
your family? Are you ready to fulfill the vow each of us took as our children took their first 
breathes? It’s not a question of will...but when? I pray you begin with me today. AMEN

Today’s Scripture:
Guard your steps, when you go to the house of God. Go near to listen rather than to offer the sacrifice of 
fools, who do not know that they do wrong. 2. Do not be quick with your mouth, do not be hasty in your heart 
to utter anything before God. God is in heaven and you are on earth, so let your words be few. 3. As a dream 
comes when they are many cares, so the speech of a fool when there are many words. 4. When you make a 
vow to God, do not delay in fulfilling it. He has no pleasure in fools; fulfill your vow. 5. It is better not to vow 
than to make a vow and not fulfill it. 6. Do not let your mouth lead you into sin. And do not protest to the 
temple messenger, “My vow was a mistake.” Why should God be angry at what you say and destroy the work of 
your hands? 7. Much dreaming and many words are meaningless. Therefore stand in the awe of God. 



Family Faith Connection Week 2/Day 1

Scripture Reference:  1 Timothy 4:11-16

IMAGES

*Read today's scripture verses

Who is the greatest example of someone you wanted to be like when you grew up? Was 
it your dad, mom, coach, teacher, some athlete, or movie star? And why did you want to 
be like them? I remember sitting outside for hours playing basketball wanting to be just 
like Michael Jordan. Yes, I wanted to be like Mike... For me he was one of the greatest 
athletes of my time. He was amazing and astonishing in everything he was able to do on 
the court. Now off the court, I really did not hear much about that until I was older in 
life, but it did cause me to go back and rethink my idea of what type of example he 
was making in my life. What about you... Do you still hold those heroes in the same 
perspective as you did as a child, or has something happened to cause your image of 
them to be tarnished? Write down in your journal who your heroes were and why? 
Would they still be your images of who you would want to be today? Why?

For Timothy, his mentor was Paul. Not a bad person to have as a mentor if you ask me, 
but Timothy continued to question if he could handle being an example to his family, 
congregation and others who crossed his path. Maybe that is where you are today. 
Maybe it is hard for us to believe two very important things: 

1. You are seen as an example to someone. Regardless if you believe it or not, the truth 
is that you are for someone an example of a hero. They see you as an image of what 
they define God to be in their minds. An example of how your son or daughter is 
suppose to live when they become an adult. If we as parents don’t put a lot of 
emphasis on God, guess what, neither will our children. In fact they will actually do 
less than what we are doing unless we break the pattern now. 

2. Crazy to believe, but in your family, you are seen as the image of the expert of the 
law. Both spiritually and physically, your children, until a point, look at you as the 
strongest, godliest image they know. So I guess after the reflection stage, my 
question is this: If this is how much you are reflecting God, how much of God are 
they actually seeing on a daily basis? If you are their “GOD” image and they are 
trying to reflect your image of Christ, what is the next generation going to see?



*Timothy states that we should not allow ANYONE to look down on us because we are 
young, but that we must set an example in speech, in life, in love, in faith and in purity. 
Today, I am asking you to pray for the success and failures for your family. In order 
that you can be an example for your family, we must all realize that we must get our 
lives in order so that our families can see the things that we value the most. I know 
that I might step on some toes, but week two begins with the realization that we have 
to set God in our sights and realize the things that we place before God (sports, jobs, 
ourselves, etc...) can no longer take the place of spending time with God. We have to 
take time as a family to help each other out. In each of these areas from verse 12 we 
must begin to pray for God to strengthen our foundations. So take time and pray that 
God will strengthen your walk in life, in love, in faith, and in purity. 

*In the last half of today’s scripture, we are to devote ourselves to teaching and 
preaching the Scriptures and to give ourselves wholly to this process so the other 
families will be able to see our progress. Stay strong to the image of what you want 
your family to be. Write down the dreams and desires you have for your family. Imagine 
what your family will be like in 47 weeks if you continue to give everything to God. It 
won’t be easy at first. In fact it will probably get worse before it gets better, because 
satan will do ANYTHING to stop this form happening. 

You can do this...I have complete faith in you... because I know someone had to show 
me.. and yes I had a hard time breaking my mold too... still do. So pray for me and I’ll 
pray for you. In His grip, Jason AMEN

Today’s Scripture: 
11 Command and teach these things. 12 Don’t let anyone look down on you because you are young, but 
set an example for the believers in speech, in conduct, in love, in faith and in purity. 13 Until I come, 
devote yourself to the public reading of Scripture, to preaching and to teaching. 14 Do not neglect your 
gift, which was given you through prophecy when the body of elders laid their hands on you. 15 Be 
diligent in these matters; give yourself wholly to them, so that everyone may see your progress. 16 Watch 
your life and doctrine closely. Persevere in them, because if you do, you will save both yourself and your 
hearers. 



Family Faith Connection Week 2/Day 2

Scripture Reference:  Matthew 6:19-21

Hidden Treasure

*Read today's scripture verses

What do we treasure most in this world? Honestly, I think that sometimes I forget about 
that when I get so involved in so many things. I tend to put things that are so minimal to 
the top of the list when I just don’t want to do the things I am supposed to do. I lose 
the hidden treasures of the moments that I allowed to get by because I wanted to do 
what I wanted to do when I wanted to do it. As I am finding out with both of my 
children, one day they were just small, crying and in need for me to do everything for 
them. They needed me for food, for protection, to change their dirty diapers and to take 
them from place to place. Before I blink my eyes, they will be running, playing, driving, 
dating, graduating, leaving, marrying and having a family of their own. Within this blink 
of an eye, I will find that I will either have taken the time to pour into these treasures 
or I will find just an empty treasure chest. 

On this journey God has chosen each one of us to take a hidden treasure and mold it 
and shape it into the most amazing gift that could ever be. The problem is we continue to 
miss the treasure. Technically it is not hidden, but it is more of the fact that we are 
blind to the opportunity that we have to share such amazing things with the people that 
we love. Why is that? I mean why are we so much more concerned about everybody else 
and when it comes to our own families, we feel as though we are inadequate to talk 
about or teach about Jesus. It is the same mentality that many of us see when we try 
and decide about doing a mission trip. Many times we feel as though we would be so 
much more effective if we go to some foreign land, when in reality the United States has 
now become the third largest lost nation in the world. We hope and pray that our 
friends and family will learn it by just bumping into us so that we don’t have to step out 
of our comfort zone. 

Wow, I think I just smacked myself in the face with truth. The real hidden treasure is 
the opportunity that each of us has today to pass on the idea of eternal salvation to the 
people we love the most... our legacy... our children.



Growing up all I really wanted was a trophy. I mean I really wanted to prove myself to 
the world and to my family just how good I really was. Year after Year I continued to 
collect trophies, and I could remember making sure that each night before I went to 
bed they were polished and arranged from smallest to largest. I was so proud of those 
trophies and I wanted them to be a focal point for anyone that would enter into my 
room. But when I go back to my parent’s house today, those trophies are all boxed up, 
dusty and meaningless. Not that they didn’t have meaning at one time, but I now 
understand what Jesus was saying in Matthew 6:19. I finally understood the fact that 
they were never going to give me the eternal victory I needed. 

1.Today, I am asking for you to truthfully make a list of things that you put above 
spending time with God and your family. Just because the family is in the same place 
does not mean they are spending time with God. Pray that God will open your eyes to 
the treasures that are all around you.

2. Now make a list of the amazing talents that each member of your family has... 
singing, dancing, laughing..etc.. Realize that God gives each of us these moments to 
treasure. We must be willing to take the time and rejoice in the hidden treasures of 
each of our children. None of them are the same. They each give us joy in different 
ways, even though many times we may feel as though they are annoying us, strive to 
see the amazing gift before you of life from God. Today is a test of your heart.. are 
you ready to take the test?

I know that throughout my life I have missed so many moments that God had in store 
for me because I was too selfish, jealous, lazy, or you can continue to insert a word. I 
just want you to open your eyes today to the greatest gift that anyone could ever be a 
part of.... the ability to take time and plant an eternal treasure in the lives of our 
family. I don’t know where you stand on this journey, but it humbles me everyday. Take 
the time to pray to God that you have another day with your family, because today 
may be our last. AMEN

Today’s Scripture:
19 “Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moths and vermin 
destroy, and where thieves break in and steal. 20 But store up for yourselves 
treasures in heaven, where moths and vermin do not destroy, and where thieves 
do not break in and steal. 21 For where your treasure is, there your heart will be 
also.   



Family Faith Connection Week 2/Day 3

Scripture Reference:  Ephesians 6:1-4

Family Night

*Read today's scripture verses

SO here we are... midway through week 2. How are things progressing? Have you hit the 
wall yet? Are you able to enjoy stopping in the chaos of your life and spending time 
praying for your family? I honestly hope so. This journey will continue to take us 
through many different loops that will challenge, humble and cause us to question our 
foundations. GOOD. Not only cause us to question our foundations, it will give us an 
opportunity to see things from a brand new perspective. I am not a great philosopher, 
but one thing I do know is that by making family and prayer a priority, you are going to 
be on an adventure that will completely blow your mind. 

*So...today here is your challenge. It is really not that hard, except for the fact that it 
will be a little time consuming. It’s almost Friday and the weekend is almost here and 
my challenge for you this weekend is to have a family night. Now that is not defined as 
everyone sitting in the same room watching TV and acting like knots on a log. That is 
also not defined as going to the lake, or football game, and every one doing their own 
thing. I honestly want to encourage you to find about 2-3 hours this weekend and have 
a family night. DO something crazy and break out the OLD board games that you use to 
love as a child and teach your children how to play, or go get your FAVORITE movie 
from your childhood and watch it as a family. Now this is different than just watching 
TV. Pop Popcorn, discuss the movie, allow your kids to know something about you. Yes, 
be careful which movie you get. For example, Stand By Me was a great movie of our 
time, but note that there were A LOT of foul language in movies growing up in the 70’s 
and 80’s. I know a family that watches old movies every Sunday Night as a family and 
they have an AMAZING family bond. Remember growing up, Sunday Nights after church 
was the Wonderful World of Disney. Families would gather and watch together connect. 
I don’t really know what your family may want to do.. I know our family has gone 
bowling, taken trips to the playground together, played board games like chutes and 
ladders and candyland..OK my kids are a little younger, but we have family nights to 
enjoy just being a family.



SO many times during the week we are in a constant sprinters pace. We never stop to 
take time to breathe or even see what our kids are even wearing sometimes. Other 
times, as in our case, we have to get up so early and get home so late, that there are 
some nights I don’t even get a chance to see my family while they are awake.. A DAY 
MISSED...NO LOST! We try to incorporate recreational sports as family time, but many 
times we find ourselves chewing out each other or yelling at coaches and referees that 
by the end of the game we are so angry we snap on each other. So today is no more 
than a planning day for the weekend. Every so often as we move down this path, I will 
encourage you to set up a family night out. It will give you an opportunity to do your 
family devotional, which you can use the one we provide or use one of your own. If you 
go to the lake, instead of everyone doing their own thing... spend time teaching them 
how to fish or explore. Find something that YOUR family can do together and do it. Then 
at the end of the day as everyone how they liked spending time as a family and what 
they might like to do next time. It amazes me when we finally start giving “real” time 
to our family the possibilities that will open up to enjoy spending time with family. It 
might seem forced at first, but as we get the hang of it, it will become a time that you 
and your family will not miss for years to come. 

1.PLAN YOUR FAMILY NIGHT

2.CATCH UP THIS WEEKEND

3.SPEND TIME IN FAMILY DEVOTION AND PRAYER

AMEN

Today’s Scripture:
1 Children, obey your parents in the Lord, for this is right. 2 “Honor your father and mother”—which is 
the first commandment with a promise— 3 “so that it may go well with you and that you may enjoy long 
life on the earth.”[a]4 Fathers,[b] do not exasperate your children; instead, bring them up in the training 
and instruction of the Lord. Ephesians 6:1-4 



Family Faith Connection Week 2/Day 4

Scripture Reference:  Psalm 27:11-14

Confidence

*Read today's scripture verses

During the week I had a question continuously pop in my head. How confident am I that 
without a doubt I know that my family will all be in heaven? I know that is not what 
you pretty much expected to start off your week with, but I was just pondering the 
question as I look over my family. As far as April and I are concerned, we both know 
that each of us have given our hearts to God, and through watching Amelia we are 
“confident” to believe that she has a child’s understand of who God is and why Jesus 
died for us. Avery has been dedicated to God and is in that time where she is learning 
from our actions and trying to discern what is right or wrong. But do we have 
confidence in the fact that each of us know that we will spend eternity in heaven with 
our families? If not...why?

Over the week, I hope and pray that you guys had an opportunity to spend time with 
your family. Joking, playing, talking, and enjoying a time of just seeing God’s miracles 
right in front of your face. If we say that our first passion is God and that our second 
passion is our family, what is truly holding us back from being able to proclaim with 
confidence that our family is earmarked by God. I don’t know why, but it is one of the 
most uncomfortable conversations that parents want to have with their family. I mean 
they will talk about everything else under the sun: sex, drugs, relationships, even honey 
boo-boo. Why is it that we falter when it comes to the greatest decision that our 
families could ever make? Maybe because no one has written a book about it, or it has 
not become the hottest new trend... I mean I can definitely see a market for a book 
entitled: “A Purpose Driven Family”.. Can’t you? Wait it already exists.

Today I encourage you to reread the verse as a prayer for you and your family. Once 
you have reread the scripture, take time to do a survey I have listed for each member 
of your family. Begin getting to know them and hopefully when the next 2 weeks come, 
you will not feel so awkward asking questions in your family devotion time or in your 
personal time. 



1. What is some of your favorite things to do? 
2. What is a new book or series that you would like to read? 
3. What is something that you would like to improve on? 
4. What is something that you have wanted to do but have not found the time? 
5. Who are your friends that you play with or talk to most of the time? 
6. Who is someone that you know but would like get to know better? 
7. What do you spend most of you your time doing while you are at home? 
8.Who is God to you and can you see God in our family?
9. If you had the chance to change one thing about our family, what would it be?
10. On a scale from 1-10, how much do you see God in my actions?
*Note they may not give you extensive answers, but its sparking the conversation that we 
are more interested in at this point. 

*Now the toughest part is seeing if you have the confidence to actually ask the last few 
questions with the confidence to understand you may not like the answer. Ask them to be 
honest... It’s the only way you will be able to work on the areas that may have problems. 
Remember in week 1 we asked you to write down the areas from 1 Corinthians 13 that you 
struggle with. Start today making an action plan for the areas in your life that need to be 
refined. Verse 11 says for God to teach us His way and help to lead us into a straight path. 
We must see the problem before we can try and fix the problem and be confident in our 
future. 

*Final Thoughts: Today’s scripture is a prayer for each and every one of us. We must 
understand that to love our families is a daily battle to overcome the evil that is ready to 
devour them. The world would like nothing less than to watch families continue to fall, 
because then they don’t feel as bad doing what the world is doing. Raise your family in 
confidence knowing as verse 13 says that we will “see the goodness of the Lord” if we are 
willing to hold true to sharing God’s truth. Yes, this is a waiting game, but understand that 
within each of us is the CONFIDENCE that God will never leave us or forsake us. If He won’t 
leave us... should we not also fight all hell to save ours. Are you ready for the battle today? 
AMEN

Today’s Scripture:
11 Teach me your way, O Lord; lead me in a straight path because of my oppressors. 
12 Do not turn me over to the desire of my foes, for false witnesses rise up against me, 
    breathing out violence. 13 I am still confident of this: I will see the goodness of the Lord 
    in the land of the living. 14 Wait for the Lord; be strong and take heart and wait for the       
    Lord. Psalm 27:11-14 



Family Faith Connection End Week 2

Scripture Reference:  John 15:1-5

PRUNING
*Read today’s Scripture Verses:

*Hard to believe that we are already 10 days finished into our Phase 1 Family Devos. How is 
it going? Honestly, let me know how things are going on your journey, because 10 days in is 
the point where commitment and apathy meet. People have either bought into wanting to 
make a difference and a change and others have allowed satan to sell them that this is not 
going to work for them so just give up. PRUNING. I cannot make anyone do anything that 
they don’t want to do, and I fully understand that, but I am in hopes and prayers that we 
will have some positive input this Sunday. I know that just like in building muscles, some 
things have to break, and there is some soreness before the muscles stretch and reconnect 
and stronger muscles are formed. So is true with our family ministry. I am breaking you 
down and stretching you, and it’s hard, and it hurts, but we must break it all down if we are 
going to have the chance, yes the “chance” to rebuild.  

Into today’s scripture we see that Jesus is focused on teaching us this very same idea of 
breaking things down in order for them to grow. In gardening, many times you have to cut 
away or cut down the parts that are not growing in hopes that the vine will continue to 
reproduce fruit. So let’s break that down today, ok:

1. Verse 15:1, Jesus states that He is the true vine, and that His Father, God, is the gardener. See 
from the very first words we have to understand that we have to have a connection with God. We 
have to have a lifeline that is giving us nourishment, strength, posture, or whatever we need. We 
have to have a connection with God through Christ before we can even begin to grow. Do you 
have a connection? Are you a branch between Jesus and your family? Are they getting the vital 
nourishment they need? Let’s see what happens if they don’t.

2. Verse 15:2- He cuts off every branch... WOW! You know what that means... If we are not using 
the power and strength of God and continuing to give it away, we are not producing fruit and 
guess what, we are cut off. And get this... if we are cut off, what does that mean for our families 
if we are the spiritual leader of our families. Possibly generations will be lost or destroyed 
because of our unwillingness to stop and give “spiritual food” to our families. They will either have 
to find another branch or possibly be lost forever. However, branches bearing fruit will be pruned 
in order that more fruit can be bore. Which means if we are able to establish this connection in 
our families, we will see “spiritual fruit” for generations to come. So sometimes we have to be 



pruned from the things that we continue to put before God (time, work, us, whatever it may be) 
in hopes that we see the fertile soil God has provided right in front of us.

3. Verses 15:3-4- We know that we have the word, now whether we understand it and apply the 
word in our lives is a personal question for each of us. But we have “heard” the word and 
hopefully we are all able to help each other to understand God’s purpose, but verse 4 is the 
kicker. We are to remain in Him, we cannot do this on our own, even though we think we have the 
market to understand what we need to do to be a strong “Christian”, but without being 
CONNECTED to God through the love, mercy and grace of God’s WORD, JESUS, we will slowly 
wither and die. NO BRANCH CAN BEAR FRUIT ALONE, YOU MUST REMAIN IN THE VINE! 

4. Verse 15:5-Understand God is always with us, all we have to do is be willing to open the door and 
invite Him into our families. We must REMAIN in Him and He promises to remain in us. We must 
give back, cut back and be willing to be pruned from ourselves in order for the opportunity to 
prune our family to bear fruit for God. Your children are your fruit... apart from God they will not 
survive... they will continue to die a little more each day until one day they will just be an empty 
shell unless they find connection somewhere else, but why do they have to go somewhere to find 
food and connection with God. Do you want to be pruned or cut away?

*Final Thoughts: Today we must cross over the thresh hold. We have to determine that today 
we will give all that we can so that God can begin preparing us to bear fruit. If you stopped 
feeding your family food, they would do 2 things... 1. They will accept that they are not 
going to get any more food and just die. 2. They will start looking for somewhere else to get 
nourished. Are your kids looking somewhere else? School, friends, internet, church, another 
family to find food? Why? Apart from God we can do NOTHING... Where are you children 
finding their “spiritual food”? AMEN

Today’s Scripture:
1 “I am the true vine, and my Father is the gardener. 2 He cuts off every branch in me that bears no fruit, 
while every branch that does bear fruit he prunes[a] so that it will be even more fruitful. 3 You are already 
clean because of the word I have spoken to you. 4 Remain in me, as I also remain in you. No branch can 
bear fruit by itself; it must remain in the vine. Neither can you bear fruit unless you remain in me. 5 “I am 
the vine; you are the branches. If you remain in me and I in you, you will bear much fruit; apart from me 
you can do nothing. John 15:1-5 



Family Faith Connection Week 3 Day 1

Scripture Reference: Jeremiah 18:1-6

THE POTTER

*Read today’s Scripture Verses:

*Have you ever seen a potter’s wheel? They continue to spin round and round and add a lump 
of clay, a little water, and a steady hand and it amazes me what can be created. From 
nothing comes this amazing masterpiece.. By placing one thing on the side, it begins to make 
ripples... By raising your hands it begins to grow taller... but look out. If you are not careful 
and fail to pay attention, as soon as it begins to be shaped it can easily fall apart and 
crumple and fall back into a lump of clay. Then the piece of art is placed in the kiln to be 
fired. Inside temperatures begin at 212F and this allows extra water to begin being released. 
As the temperature rises to 900F, the clay pot begins to undergo a ceramic change. All the 
excess water has been burned off and the molecules begin what is known as the quartz 
inversion stage. From this point, the pot can NEVER return to its original state. Raising the 
temperature again to 1,480F, this is the stage in which all the impurities will begin to melt 
away, and the purified pot begins to solidify and glow. 1650F is called the sintering stage. 
Because of the heat, new chemical bonds are formed helping to increase the solidity of the 
pot and it begins to glow bright red. Finally from temperature ranging from 2,000F-2,600F, 
the particles in the pot begin melting together and vitrification occurs, fusing of particles to 
form a glass-like structure. The pot is cooled and the final product is finished. 

I know that seems like a long process to read through this morning, but I am challenging you 
to do the same thing in your life and the lives of your family. God said He is the potter and 
we are the clay. In your hands, you have been given a moldable piece of clay in your 
children’s lives that is fashioned by yours and others hands. They are constantly pushed and 
pulled and spun around in so many different directions that they feel as though they are on 
a potters wheel. The question is whose hands are molding their clay. Yours or the worlds? In 
each of the rendering stages, the pot has the tendency to be destroyed until it is in the 
final cooling stage. So is true with our lives. At any point of the journey, it seems that we 
are so easily distracted or given an out clause to walk away. Maybe it is in our child like 
years where we don’t really see church as that important and we determine our pot is just 
fine the way it is. Maybe when the heat rises and we are pressed on all sides during our 
teenage or young adult years, we find ourselves starting to change because of friends or 
other things that are going on in our lives and we just don’t see the need for God now... we 



have plenty of time. God begins to get pushed out and we begin solidifying our thoughts 
about church, praying and studying God’s word... just not that important and we form a very 
difficult habit to break. As the years go on and the temperature rises again, we find 
ourselves in lifestyles and habits that are too hard to break. We have formed this bond or 
wall that continues to melt God away, and we become this hardened picture on the outside 
of what we have been missing on the inside. Finally, we are at the end of our lives and the 
final artwork is seen. For too long have we wanted to change but cannot go back and retrace 
where the years slipped away to. We look in the mirror and see but a glimpse of God 
because we have now become hard-pressed and set in our ways that their is no way we are 
going to change our habits, our time with God, and the scarier fact is that we realize that 
our children and grandchildren begin to resemble the artwork that we have become.

Remember when we started I made the case, based on Barna research that regardless of 
how long a child spends in church, 90% will revert to the patterns and thoughts of their 
parents regarding church and their ability to spend quality time with God. You are the potter 
now whether you understand that or not. You are molding and making the impressions that 
will continue to form and shape your family for years and maybe generations to come. Our 
prayer today is to meditate on these words from Jeremiah and hopefully open our eyes 
beginning week 3 to just how close we are to either making an amazing masterpiece for God 
or watching everything we have tried to do blow up in our faces because we did not take 
the time to render the clay properly.   

Today’s Scripture: Jeremiah 18:1-6
1 This is the word that came to Jeremiah from the Lord: 2 “Go down to the potter’s house, and there I will 
give you my message.” 3 So I went down to the potter’s house, and I saw him working at the wheel. 4 But 
the pot he was shaping from the clay was marred in his hands; so the potter formed it into another pot, 
shaping it as seemed best to him. 5 Then the word of the Lord came to me. 6 He said, “Can I not do with 
you, Israel, as this potter does?” declares the Lord. “Like clay in the hand of the potter, so are you in my 
hand, Israel. 



Family Faith Connection Week 3 Day 2

Scripture Reference: PSALM 19

WORDS
*Read today’s Scripture Verses:

*What are your last words? As I was driving to drop Avery off this morning she kept saying 
the word happy. I've heard her say the word happy before but I was joining right in 
repeating the word back to her. Every time she would giggle and laugh and think it was the 
greatest thing since sliced bread. Words are something that can hurt, pierce to the heart, 
cut like a knife, rebuild, restore, and even completely help one to fill the love of God. From 
the tone of our voice to even the expression on our faces we are able to watch others 
respond to us based on our ability to communicate both verbally and non-verbally. WORDS 
ARE POWERFUL!

So I say that to ask, what are the first words you say each day to your family and the last 
words you say before you go to bed. I have to be honest, some times my first words start 
off very sweet and nice, but gradually begin to grow louder as time begins to go by faster 
and faster. The 10 minutes earlier I woke up seem to fly by and Satan knows the right 
buttons to push to cause an interaction that can set the entire pace for the day. Regardless 
of my work day, regardless of my frustrations, I find myself having to pause and remember 
that the words I say will continue to help direct the path of my daughters for the 
remainder of the day. So I must pause and meditate. Even in our frustrations, the more we 
meditate in and on God's word we see the words and the tones begin to change. I mean how 
many of us get into a confrontation with our kids trying to get them to school, church, or 
some other activity only to find ourselves all worked up and completely useless the rest of 
the day. 

In today's scripture we read and hear the word of God through His own creation. There is 
nowhere we can see or look  and not hear the voice of God more plainly. Every day through 
the rising of the sun, the blowing of the wind, the song of the birds, the rhythm of the rain 
we hear God speaking His mercy to us. I could only imagine what God "wants" and probably 
should to us each day because of His frustrations over our lives, but He continues to show 
restraint beyond compare, and today I am asking you to try and do the same.



After re-reading the scripture today, I want you to try 2 things:

1. Write down the hurtful words that are said in your conversations over the next 3 days, 
not on purpose but words said in the moment and discuss them with your family this 
week. I'll tell you one of mine today was, "Come on Amelia, I know you can move faster 
than that"... It began the pouty face that caused her to move even slower, causing more 
time to be lost and higher frustration. Words are powerful! When did I begin sounding 
like and become my parents? Also think and write down word you remember your parents 
use to say to you.. How did they affect you? Be honest! 

2. The last verse really hits home with me today, "May the Words of my mouth and the 
meditations of my heart be pleasing in your sight". I ask you over the next three days 
before the moments get out of control for you to pause and quote this scripture in hopes 
of avoiding words that should not be said. Begin practicing this and see if your 
conversations in the heat of the moment will possibly get better. I know it will not 
change overnight, but the more you practice the better it will become, but also note if we 
blow out one day, we have to get right back up and start again.

* Final thought: My first words and last words every time I see my family is I Love You, 
maybe prefaced by hey. But I don't care how bad the day starts or how bad the day ends, 
my family knows that regardless of it all I love them! These three words are the hardest to 
live out and the easiest to misuse. I pray you continue to choose your words wisely and 
meditate, or think before we speak. Funny how even our words seem to pass from one 
generation to the next. If you cuss, don't surprised to know your kids cuss. If you quote 
scripture, don't be surprised to see them quote scripture. Avery kept repeating happy all 
morning long because she has heard that word being used as I take Amelia to school, from 
the mouths of babes come truth. What would yours say? AMEN

Today's Scripture: Psalm 19
*Can only fit last verse today, encourage you to read all 14 verses. Also, pick a verse of the 
week for your family to begin learning as a family!

"May these words of my mouth and this meditation of my heart be pleasing in your sight, 
Lord, my Rock and my Redeemer". (Psalm 19:14 NIV)



Family Faith Connection Week 3 Day 3

Scripture Reference: Luke 15:11-32 

THE PRODIGAL’S SON

*Read today’s Scripture Verses:

*Have you ever found a place in your life where you just wanted to go home? As Jesus was 
talking to the people in Jerusalem, He knew that there were many that had no idea that 
they were lost and they were living their lives as if it didn’t even matter. He continued to use 
different examples to express the extent in which God is willing to do to fight for His family. 
Jesus used examples of leaving 99 sheep to go after the 1, searching for a lost coin, and of 
course the prodigal’s son to help them understand the extent of His love for the lost. The 
question is how far are you willing to go? Many of you had the opportunity to spend some 
time last weekend as a family doing family things... Question is, how did the next week go? 
Did you fall back into the same patterns...were things a little harder... or did you see new 
doors begin to open. This weekend, I am asking that maybe you have a family 
“banquet” (meal) around the table. I don’t know about you but sometimes we find ourselves 
so much on the go, we never get time to stop and celebrate our family. Have a meal at the 
table and pray. Then actually spend time letting each member of your family know how proud 
you are that they are in your family. You can use this time to share about the week, or even 
do your family devotion time. 

WHY? The reason is because just as the prodigal son has taught us, we all need to celebrate 
our family. If you wait until you feel the right time, you have missed it. Get a birthday cake 
and celebrate the fact that God has blessed you with an amazing family in whichever fashion 
it might be. Yes, it might not be the norm, but allowing your family to understand that you 
can celebrate being a family instead of just at holidays or birthdays, the more likely they 
will begin to desire to do more family things. The problem with fast food living is that it 
causes us to continue drive at such a fast pace that we miss all the moments that God is 
creating. Then in the blink of an eye, we see our sons/daughters going off to college, military, 
or the work force and we are standing in the middle of the road waiting each day until they 
finally come back home. Ask any parent of a college student, they truly celebrate when they 
come home, because those times are so few and far between. It’s not because the student 
has forgotten about home, but the fact that their life is now in a different stage, as with 
the first son, and they must determine their own path for the future and when to return 
home. 



1. Today, I encourage you to relate the prodigal son’s story to your life. I ask that you look 
at your children and see if you are willing to wait for them and even though you have 
already sacrificed everything for them, what are you willing to give that is not financial. 
If you desire, read through the other examples Jesus gives on those that are lost and 
found in Luke 15:1-10. Are you willing to forsake everything to find the one lost? Are you 
willing to give up the world to fight for your family if they no longer have an identity 
that they still are a family and not just different people, with different lives, living under 
the same roof. If the latter is the case, then you don’t have a cohesive family setting, but 
tenants all living different lives.  

2. Here is the test... When you get home... Where does everyone go? Do they go immediately 
to their dwelling cave and do their own thing, or do they congregate in the “family room” 
and spend time together. Have we lost our families because we all just want to have our 
own “ME” time and we watch as the walls begin to crack under the stress of the world. 
Do we have to get to the point of where we have lost it all, and we are on our knees with 
no where else to turn amongst the slop of the pigs? Does our family have to reach the 
bottom before we can admit we have a problem that only God can fix?

Final Thoughts: It’s time to celebrate, kill the fatten calf (steak or burgers), and realize that 
you have the opportunity to get your family back from death. Yeah they once may be dead 
because each of them are in their own world, but through the mercy and love of God I am 
amazed to watch them come back to life. This is a time to CELEBRATE for our family is once 
again together. Don’t wait until you only get the chance to see them once or twice a year 
over the holidays... Celebrate their lives and the blessing that God has placed in your 
household. Stop living the fast food lifestyle and for the love of God take your family back 
HOME. AMEN

17 “When he came to his senses, he said, ‘How many of my father’s hired servants have food to spare, and 
here I am starving to death! 18 I will set out and go back to my father and say to him: Father, I have 
sinned against heaven and against you. 19 I am no longer worthy to be called your son; make me like one 
of your hired servants.’ 20 So he got up and went to his father.“But while he was still a long way off, his 
father saw him and was filled with compassion for him; he ran to his son, threw his arms around him and 
kissed him. 21 “The son said to him, ‘Father, I have sinned against heaven and against you. I am no longer 
worthy to be called your son.’ 22 “But the father said to his servants, ‘Quick! Bring the best robe and put it 
on him. Put a ring on his finger and sandals on his feet. 23 Bring the fattened calf and kill it. Let’s have a 
feast and celebrate. 24 For this son of mine was dead and is alive again; he was lost and is found.’ So they 
began to celebrate. Luke 15:17-24 



Family Faith Connection Week 3 Day 4

Scripture Reference: Psalm 86:1-12 

YOUTHLED
*Read today’s Scripture Verses:

A few months ago, we had an opportunity for our students to lead us in a crazy form of 
worship during our Road Kill Cafe. It makes me proud to watch students use their talents for 
God and spend time digging deep into God’s word and trying to explain to their friends how 
much God means to them. David writes in this Psalm for God to be near him and for Him to 
listen to his cry for mercy and grace. Many times we find ourselves in the same situation. I 
know that when both Amelia and Avery were babies, around 3:00AM almost every day, I 
heard a cry out for mercy, help, support, love in a time of confusion and in a time of need. 
Well I say all this because maybe it is time for us during this journey to turn the tables a 
little bit. Right in the middle of the very first month, I am asking that once again we reach 
out and listen to the voices of our children. 

As we continue to spend time on this journey together I am asking you to try something 
new today. In our worship, so many times we continue to place upon our families our 
traditions of what we know and even the music we listen to. I mean I know so many 
teenagers that have such a passion for a certain genre of music mainly because they have 
heard it from either their parents or their friends. So today, spend time listening to a song, 
hopefully a christian song, that your student(s) finds very meaningful to them and ask them 
why they like the song so much. Allow your student to express why the song has a certain 
place in their heart, whether it be the rhythm, the words, or sometimes just the person who 
is singing the song. Spend time breaking the words down and writing in your journal the 
names of these songs, and if you want to go even further, the lyrics. Pray that through 
music God will lead your student into a time of hearing the gospel. Then, depending on the 
song, I am going to challenge you to find a scripture reference for the song and challenge 
your family to memorize the scripture so that every time that song is played you can have 
fun learning and remembering God’s word as the music is being played. 

I know that may sound a little crazy this morning, thinking through the words that continue 
to go through the hearts, minds and souls of your students, but on the other side of things, 
as I have stood at football games on Friday nights and been amazed to hear AC/DC Hell’s 
Bells playing through the speakers and kids just head bobbing and singing the words. One 
thing that tells me is that classic rock may never die, but secondly it tells me about the 



amazing pull music continues to have over our students and our families. Scary as it may 
seem, music and lyrics have a stronger pull than God’s word and so I encourage all of us to 
begin to dig into this realm this week. Ask your kids who they listen to and why. I know that 
many will be going to different concerts and as with many “idols” of this day, what are our 
students really gaining from this. If I recall the last time Luke Bryan was in Macon, many 
teenagers got stumbling drunk and many fights broke out at central city park. I am not 
saying anything against concerts or Luke Bryan, I am saying be careful and parents be 
parents. 

So many times I have had the opportunity to watch students worship different ‘idols’ that 
have come and gone: Back Street Boys, Michael Jackson, Jonas Brothers, Hannah Montana, 
Justin Bieber, and many others. It is also interesting to watch how their songs seem to lead 
students in their thoughts about relationships, personal appearance and even self-esteem. If 
you don’t believe me, remember back in our days.. well at least for me, I remember that 
Chicago had a song for every situation for a relationship. My favorite, “You’re the Inspiration”. 
You can stop singing it now.. however, funny how we are able to quickly remember the tune 
and many of us still can barely quote 10 scripture verses from memory. Get into the battle 
and see who is “leading your youth”. Are they learning their morals from a song, or from the 
one we are to lift our voices to on a daily basis.  Whether we want to admit it or not... it may 
be the world winning this battle.

Final Thoughts: A few years ago my daughter had the opportunity to sing with the children’s 
choir the song Joshua and the Battle of Jericho. She snapped, she danced, and she sang her 
heart out, and the coolest thing is that she learned about an AMAZING story of truth and 
power from the word of God. Literally she would wake up every morning singing the song.. 
You cannot tell me that music is not a medium that directs their path. Help them as David 
writes in verse 11 today where their hearts will not be divided as we teach them about God. 
Listen to what they are listening to... it may just surprise you the things of this world they 
already are being exposed to because of the music they hear. 

Todays Scripture Verse:
5 You, Lord, are forgiving and good, abounding in love to all who call to you. 6 Hear my prayer, Lord; listen to my 
cry for mercy. 7 When I am in distress, I call to you, because you answer me. 8 Among the gods there is none like 
you, Lord; no deeds can compare with yours. 9 All the nations you have made will come and worship before you, 
Lord; they will bring glory to your name. 10 For you are great and do marvelous deeds; you alone are God. 
11 Teach me your way, Lord, that I may rely on your faithfulness; give me an undivided heart, that I may fear your 
name. 12  I will praise you, Lord my God, with all my heart; I will glorify your name forever.  Psalm 86:5-12 



Family Faith Connection Week 3 Day 5 End Week 3

Scripture Reference: John 15:11-17

JOY
*Read today’s Scripture Verses:

Today we are learning simply about three little letters...J O Y. How many times have we 
heard this word and really missed the full meaning of what it means to have JOY. Today in 
our scripture verses, we are seeing that Jesus is continuing from the bearing fruit theme we 
talked about last week of our phase on day 1. The real question is have you found “complete 
JOY”? Man this is a tough subject for us to handle today. I say this because we actually 
may get into some areas in which we must all admit that we are not complete...So here we 
go. 

As Jesus is continuing to talk to His disciples in John 15, we see that His demeanor changes 
from giving instruction about bearing fruit to hitting a more root issue that was going 
around amongst the disciples. ACCOUNTABILITY. Jesus first told them that they had to get 
rid of all the stuff that was holding them back...the pruning phase, and once they were 
pruned that they would be able to grow. But in the process of growing, Jesus began to 
illustrate to them that this would be a very difficult journey in which they would not be 
able to walk it alone. Why is it that we feel as though we have everything so together that 
we don’t need help? We see this as a sign of weakness, where Jesus is telling His disciples 
that this is how you have “complete JOY”. Work with each other, love each other, help each 
other, pray for each other and walk down the hard roads with each other. Jesus shifts His 
teaching model from directing to informing at this stage. He is telling them that now they 
are all brothers in the faith together. He is giving them authority to carry the Gospel to all 
the ends of the world by allowing them to know they have been empowered by the Son of 
God. We too, know the business of the Father, and it is now our job to share all the JOY of 
God to our families. Let me break these letters down into an easier format that I hope that 
you can begin teaching your family as you grow closer in your walk. 

J. J stands for Jesus. As we continue to grow in our walk, Jesus must be the central point 
of our journey. As with Peter and the other disciples, we must all understand that the 
central truth of God’s amazing story about grace and mercy and love comes from the life 
and testimony of Jesus. Without the full understanding of Jesus and His sacrifice for our 
sins, it may be very difficult for us to fully understand joy and freedom. So the beginning 



of today’s leg of the journey is Jesus. May we continue to keep our eyes focused on Him 
as we end week three, and keep Him close in our hearts and minds. 

O. O stands for others. As we hear in the scripture today, we see that Jesus is continuing to 
challenge and encourage us to reach and share the story of God’s grace with others. 
Jesus’ story was never meant to be contained in a box. Instead, it was meant to be 
opened and shared with the whole world. Are you willing to lay day your life for your 
family? Jesus said, “Greater love has no one than this, that he lay down his life for his 
friends.” Here is where the rubber hits the road again. I am not saying you should throw 
yourself into the path of hurt and harm, which I honestly think that everyone would do 
for your family, but what I am saying is, are you laying down your worldly life in order to 
allow the “others”, your family, to see the importance of the sacrifice we are willing to 
make to lift up the name of Jesus. Our joy can only be complete if we are willing to lay 
down the lives that are taking the place of God’s plan and celebrate the family that God 
has put into our lives. I am not asking you to go outside your walls...yet... I am asking that 
we all spend time just in open conversation about Jesus with our family. In the book of 
Revelation, we read that Jesus is continuing to “stand at the door and knock”... I just 
hope for all of our sakes that we don’t leave Him outside waiting and waiting.

Y. Finally, Y stands for You. In order for God to complete His JOY in your life, you must be 
willing to see that HE CHOSE YOU as verse 16 reminds us! In all of the people, in all of 
the world, God gave in your life a bundle of JOY. God chose you to protect and present 
the love of Christ into the lives of those in your family. So the opportunity to find 
“COMPLETE JOY” is in your hands. 

Today I am just asking that you spend a moment thanking God for the JOY, I know 
sometimes we question it more to be headaches, but the opportunity to see a small picture 
of God’s love in the lives of your family. Jesus closes today with these words which are your 
assignment.. LOVE EACH OTHER. There is nothing more I can say.. AMEN

Today’s Scripture Verse: John 15:11-17
11 I have told you this so that my joy may be in you and that your joy may be complete. 12 My command 
is this: Love each other as I have loved you. 13 Greater love has no one than this: to lay down one’s life 
for one’s friends. 14 You are my friends if you do what I command. 15 I no longer call you servants, 
because a servant does not know his master’s business. Instead, I have called you friends, for everything 
that I learned from my Father I have made known to you. 16 You did not choose me, but I chose you and 
appointed you so that you might go and bear fruit—fruit that will last—and so that whatever you ask in 
my name the Father will give you. 17 This is my command: Love each other. 



  

Family Faith Connection Week 4 Day 1

Scripture Reference: 1 Chronicles 4:9-10

FAMILY TREE

*Read today’s Scripture Verses:

One of the craziest and most amazing stories throughout the Old Testament is the story of a 
man named Jabez. His story is short, found amongst the lineage of a long list of generation 
after generation of people put in "chronological", or in short, a huge family tree. It blows my 
mind just out of the blue, in the midst of listing name after name after name, the writer 
just stops and tells a 2 verse story about the life of Jabez. In the midst of it all, his name 
means pain, and it is funny to see that we are able to hear his prayer, see God answer it, 
and then move right back into the naming of more names. The pause was intentional to me. 
In fact in the 90’s it was a huge deal to go through and pray the prayer of Jabez in hope of 
God “increasing your territory”.

*So today here is our challenge. As we start week 4, I want to encourage a family project 
this week. Many of you may already see where I am going with this, but really I would like 
for you as a family to sit down and do some work on a family tree. One of the greatest 
things hanging in my office is a list of EVERY person in the Bible and how they fit into God’s 
story. It blows my mind how someone was able to go from person to person and track down 
their path. I say that today because maybe the way we increase our territory is to go 
backwards. I really wish that my grandparents were still alive. I miss the stories they use to 
tell me about when they were growing up. I miss how God was a central part of everything 
in their stories because they had no where else to turn during the times of depression and 
world wars. So maybe it is time you sit down and begin a family history of your own. Yes, I 
know that there may be many branches that have split or broken, but I feel that it is 
important that our families know where they came from. Maybe that is the history buff in 
me, but so many times our kids have no idea of their lineage or history so instead of being 
able to take root into their family, they just grab a hold of what the world tells them to do. 
Now, I also know that this may take a few days or even weeks, but I encourage you to tell 
the stories of your family and why their names are important. In fact I encourage you to 
find or create a family crest. Back in the “olden” days, families had a crest that would show 
and represent what their family name meant and stood for. It was sent on every piece of 
mail or everything that was used in barter and trade. Your name meant something and 



maybe we need to go back and learn about our family heritage before we lose ourselves 
altogether. 

1. So your first part of your work this week is to try and see if you can begin tracing and 
telling stories of your extended family. Siblings, cousins, grandparents, great-grandparents. 
In fact scary thought would be to try and work out a family reunion... but I won’t go 
there.. yet. As was the case in Old Testament times, stories about God were passed down 
from generation to generation. If you have any grandparents or older aunts and uncles 
who have a strong faith in God, maybe you can invite them over one night to share their 
faith with your children. Sometimes our youth listen to their grandparents more than they 
do their parents, and maybe they need to hear about how life use to be in the tough 
times. Just think about it. You can use www.ancestery.com to begin your search. 

2. I encourage you in your family time to seek out your family crest. If in your search you 
cannot find a family crest I encourage you to make one that represents your family. Here 
is a website that you can go and maybe search: http://www.houseofnames.com If you feel 
as though that does not represent your family, then recreate your own. Just get a piece 
of poster board and have a time with family decorating and determining the your family 
values that are attached to your name. Jabez was known for pain... I hope that maybe my 
name that will be passed down through generations could represent Christ or healer, 
leader, I don’t know. But even though Jabez had a tough road from the start, it was great 
to see how God was able to change all of that and “increase his territory”. 

Final Thoughts: How amazing would it be to increase your family territory through the 
lineage of Christ. Through this family study, what if you were able to have the full assurance 
that generation after generation would have the opportunity to come into an open 
understanding of God in their lives that would be so strong that when future generations 
looked back on your family branch, they could mark it as the turning point. What if you were 
able to begin a completely new family tradition where God is the central point of everything 
you do. I know it would not be easy, but just imagine the territory you would create. It’s 
your family tree... How strong will the branches be, and how far will your territory for God 
spread? AMEN

Today’s Scripture: 1 Chronicles 4:9-10
9 Jabez was more honorable than his brothers. His mother had named him Jabez,[a] saying, “I gave birth 
to him in pain.” 10 Jabez cried out to the God of Israel, “Oh, that you would bless me and enlarge my 
territory! Let your hand be with me, and keep me from harm so that I will be free from pain.” And God 
granted his request. 

http://www.ancestery.com
http://www.houseofnames.com


Family Faith Connection Week 4 Day 2

Scripture Reference: Ephesians 4:20-27

ATTITUDE

*Read today’s Scripture Verses:                              

ATTITUDE by: Charles Swindoll

“The longer I live, the more I realize the impact of attitude on life. Attitude, to me, is more 
important than facts. It is more important than the past, than education, than money, than 
circumstances, than failures, than successes, than what other people think or say or do. It is 
more important than appearance, giftedness or skill. It will make or break a team... a 
company...a church... a home. The remarkable thing is we have a choice every day regarding 
the attitude we will embrace for that day. We cannot change our past... we cannot change 
the fact that people will act in a certain way. We cannot change the inevitable. The only 
thing we can do is play on the one string we have, and that is our attitude... I am convinced 
that life is 10% what happens to me and 90% how I react to it. And so it is with you... we 
are in charge of our attitudes.”

Today I wanted to give you some encouragement. I love this poem or saying by Charles 
Swindoll. The words are so true and it is a constant reminder for me every day of the 
opportunity I have to influence those that I come into contact with on a daily basis. Whether 
it be my family, friends, strangers, or whoever, I realize that nothing has the right if God is 
in my life to claim victory over me an my outlook on the day. My wife literally disowns me 
sometimes because of my continued positive outlook on life. She doesn’t really understand 
how I can be a day and a night person who doesn’t need sleep and can be happy “most” of 
the time. I’m not going to lie, I have my down points too. But today I am going to ask you to 
do a check up on your attitude. 

Paul writes to the Ephesians about their attitudes as it pertains to the fact that once they 
came into contact with God, their lives should reflect that in their daily walk. He writes that 
we have come to know Christ through the knowledge of truth and in doing so our attitudes 
should reflect the “NEW” life not the old. Unfortunately, we find ourselves so caught up in 
the old life, we have no idea how to change our attitudes. We have to begin to see things in 
a different manner. I have told the story that I have heard before about having an 
encounter with God. If a man walked up to you and said that he got hit by a bus and didn’t 



look any different, you would begin to question whether the man got hit by a bus. I mean if 
the man got hit by a 2-4 ton bus, there would be a definite change. The same is true about 
God. By the Way.... God is BIGGER than a bus. 

Today I encourage you to write down in your journals things that you do that reflects the 
love of Christ and things you do that reflects the world. A scarier thought might be to allow 
your family to make the list. In making the list, look and see what attitudes you are still 
carrying that don’t show a change in your life. Begin  to pray for the areas that continue to 
reflect the old life in hopes that these attitudes will not be passed on to our families. It’s 
funny how our attitudes effect our families without us even knowing it. I mean just take the 
idea of Georgia and Florida fans. Traditions have been passed down from generation to 
generation, because of such a big rivalry. Kids that have never even seen the others campus 
have a deep hate and desire for the other to be destroyed based solely on the attitude they 
have been witness to by, you guessed it, us. Never thinking about how God has used both 
schools to do amazing advances in education, technology, science, medicine, etc. You get two 
fans together in the same room and you might just have another battle between the 
Hatfields and McCoys. It’s all based on the attitudes that are passed on from one generation 
to the next. If it can happen with a football game, imagine the influence your attitude has 
towards other areas of their lives. Toward their attitude of church, God, family, love, 
marriage, etc... Attitudes are powerful, and can easily reflect the true heart of the 
foundation we are building. It’s time we stop giving the devil a foothold in our lives. AMEN

Today’s Scripture Verse: Ephesians 4:20-27

20 That, however, is not the way of life you learned 21 when you heard about Christ and were taught in 
him in accordance with the truth that is in Jesus. 22 You were taught, with regard to your former way of 
life, to put off your old self, which is being corrupted by its deceitful desires; 23 to be made new in the 
attitude of your minds; 24 and to put on the new self, created to be like God in true righteousness and 
holiness.25 Therefore each of you must put off falsehood and speak truthfully to your neighbor, for we are 
all members of one body. 26 “In your anger do not sin”[a]: Do not let the sun go down while you are still 
angry, 27 and do not give the devil a foothold. 



Family Faith Connection Week 4 Day 3

Scripture Reference: Ephesians Luke 2:40, 47-52

MARKS OF MEASUREMENT

*Read today’s Scripture Verses:        

Do you remember as a kid when your parents or grandparents would measure your growth 
by asking you to stand next to a door frame and they would take a marker and go over your 
head and mark a spot. Out beside the line they would mark the date and possibly your age. I 
miss those days. I remember how excited I use to be to go and see if I had actually grown 
any over the last week. I also remember going and standing by the door frame and putting 
my hand on my head every day to see if I had grown at all. It was amazing... What was even 
more amazing was going back when I was older and remembering everything that had 
happened to me and my family during those days of my life. A measurement that seemed so 
important at the time, really allowed me to understand the true meaning of growing later in 
life. 

What if, what if for just a moment we had the opportunity to go back and measure our 
spiritual growth in the same manner. What if we went and placed a marker in our lives that 
would represent specific dates and times of when God showed up in our lives. I know that 
the first one for me that I could remember was in the fall of 1982. At 8 years old, I 
remember that Sunday night that I felt God calling me to give my life to Him. I remember 
walking down the aisle and giving my hand to Brother Joe B. Church, and telling him I 
wanted to accept Jesus as my Lord and Savior. It was a marker, a point of reference for my 
spiritual growth. Another was in December of 1991 when my grandfather, who was one of 
my strongest spiritual mentors, passed away and on the same day I met the person that was 
going to be my future wife. A day in which I rededicated my life to giving everything I had 
to God, a day to measure growth. March 21st 1998, I stood at an altar with God, my family 
and my best friend, and pledged my life and my love to my wife. February 12, 2007 God 
finally blessed my family with one of the greatest gifts I’ve EVER received, Amelia Eise 
Wade. August 8th, 2011, God once again showed His love and trust by honoring our family 
with another miracle, Avery Eden Wade. All of these are markers of measurement in my life. 
I could spend hours talking about ministry, about future goals, but God has been able to 
show my growth and the growth of our family through these moments of measure.



Today’s scriptures help us to realize that we should have a plan for our growth. Even though 
we may not fully understand how and why we are able to make it through the tough times, 
we are able to look back and see the marks that measure our growth. The verses show the 
growth of Christ from childhood to adulthood. Verse 40 states, “and the Child grew and 
became strong; he was filled with wisdom, and the grace of God was upon him”. We see that 
in His life, Jesus grew and became physically strong. So do we. So do our families, but it is 
the second half of that verse that helps us to see where we need to go with our family. He 
was filled with “WISDOM” and the “GRACE” of God. We are to begin measuring the spiritual 
growth of our families. Are they growing in strength, wisdom and grace? It is reiterated in 
our second verses today, verses 49-52. We see Jesus in his first “teachable moment” with his 
parents. After completely panicking because they cannot find the Son of God, when they do, 
he is teaching in the synagogue. If that happened to me my parents would have killed me, 
but Jesus is able to show them God’s plan for His life. At that moment, Mary began creating 
a marker to measure the growth of her son. Verse 51 states, “But his mother treasured all 
these things in her heart”. She never forgot ever moment, and then it said that Jesus grew 
in wisdom, and stature, and in favor with God. 

This weekend, I want to encourage you and your family to create your spiritual board. Find a 
1 x 4 or 2 x 4 piece of wood that you and your family can spend time decorating and 
putting spiritual “markers” to measure growth. It might be a good time to mark the days in 
which your student was baptized or dedicated at the church. Maybe put on the board a very 
important day in your family that marks where God showed up. Place the wood in a very 
open place, maybe near your family crest and you might even want to mark the heights of 
your kids and as they grow taller, mark the number of scriptures verses they have learned 
since the last time you measured them. Maybe your board is a memory verse board, I don’t 
know. Make it a fun time in which your family can create a spiritual marker board that 
continues to “measure” your spiritual growth as a family. Help them to begin to grow in 
“strength, wisdom and grace”. Maybe even start different boards for each family member. 
The possibilities can be endless. The most important reason is to begin making spiritual 
memories that will help to remind your family about the markers in their lives. This could 
possibly become a family heirloom passed down from generation to generation, or at least 
the idea. AMEN
Today’s Scripture Verses: Luke 2:40, 49-52
40 And the child grew and became strong; he was filled with wisdom, and the grace of God was on 
him.47 Everyone who heard him was amazed at his understanding and his answers. 48 When his parents 
saw him, they were astonished. His mother said to him, “Son, why have you treated us like this? Your 
father and I have been anxiously searching for you.”49 “Why were you searching for me?” he asked. 
“Didn’t you know I had to be in my Father’s house?”[a] 50 But they did not understand what he was 
saying to them.51 Then he went down to Nazareth with them and was obedient to them. But his mother 
treasured all these things in her heart. 52 And Jesus grew in wisdom and stature, and in favor with God 
and man. 



Family Faith Connection Week 4 Day 4

Scripture Reference: Galatians 2:20

HUNGER

*Read today’s Scripture Verses:

Why is it that all of the news we ever hear on television or read in the newspaper is 
NEGATIVE? One of the things that my grandparents use to tell me is that negative breeds 
negative. I will be honest, I really did not understand what they meant until I became a 
youth pastor and a parent. When Ameila was younger, it was funny to watch her act like her 
teachers. Yes, so if you were one of her teachers watch out... she literally would come home 
and reenact the entire day she had spent at school. She would either teach her stuffed 
animals or Avery what she learned today. The funnier side of being a parent is that they 
also continue to reenact situations that go on at home when they are out in public. It 
completely blows my mind. All of a sudden you are in a conversation with someone and you 
hear your son/daughter saying things that they overheard at home. Thankfully for us, we 
don’t say anything that can get us in trouble.. but have you ever wondered about that? My 
greatest example is the age old “Christmas Story” where Mikey is helping his dad change the 
tire and all of a sudden the lug nuts he was holding in the cap fly everywhere and you hear 
the word “FUDGE” said. Well needless to say it took his dad by surprise and he was taken 
home to a hefty dose of soap in the mouth. Not to mention that Mikey was too afraid to tell 
his dad that he heard it from him so he instead blamed his friend who gets pummeled by his 
parents. I think many of us have been there and we start thinking where in the world does 
this come from?

Well my Sunday School teacher once told me... Trash in... Trash out.. I use to watch a show 
entitled “Kids say the Darndest Things”. And that is exactly what they did when asked about 
questions... they continued to just be honest and let things flow. After hearing all of these 
things we yearn for our kids to have a desire to consume God. Sunday my daughter called 
me on her way to her grandparents house completely excited about the fact that she had 
memorized a scripture verse. April said she said it about 20 million times.. And it gave her a 
desire to want to say and learn more. There is so much in the world to divert our students 
attention away from the things of God, and the devil will come to each child with his agenda 
and plan to see if they will buy into it. But when we do our part to teach, instruct, discipline, 
and train our children in the ways of God.. when we read them stories from God’s Word.. 
when we teach them how to pray and have faith that God is who He says He is and will do 



what He says He’ll do, when we help them get plugged in with godly friends, when we show 
them that walking with God brings joy and fulfillment, not boredom and restrictions, when 
we pray with and for them about everything.. we will be amazed at how their appetite for 
God and hunger to consume more will grow. 

They will begin to fear God and live a longer and better life. They will know the things of 
God are top priority. They will become God-controlled and not fleshed controlled. They will 
long for His ways, His Word, and His presence. It is like you will be opening their hearts, 
minds and souls to a buffet of God in which they will continue to hunger and learn how to 
be filled with righteousness. 

So today, all I am asking is for you to talk to your family about their favorite foods and why 
they are their favorites. It might be steak it might be Japanese, it might be home cooked 
spaghetti, I don’t know.. but there is a desire that is in them to want to consume that food, 
and our hopes is that with a steady diet of God and His Word, they will crave it everyday of 
their lives. Second part of your homework is to begin putting scripture somewhere they will 
see it everyday. Take a dry erase marker and go into their bathroom and write out your 
weekly family scripture verse so that they can see it every day. Write out a sticky note of 
encouragement or say I Love You and place it in their lunch box, car, book bag, or simply 
text it to their phone. Spend time creating within them a hunger for family time and 
conversation with God. The more that you offer, the more they may desire to have more in 
their life. I am not saying to force it on them, what I am saying is that a steady diet of God 
can go a long way for their future. 

Start right now by praying for your child to fear God and desire to have a closer relationship 
in their faith in hopes they will develop a heart that seeks after Him. This could be the 
determining factor in whether your student will have a constant struggle living in the flesh 
or be fulfilled and blessed living in the Spirit. Remember, there is no want to those who fear 
Him, Psalm 34:9. It’s never too early to begin praying about this. DON’T WAIT ANOTHER 
MOMENT!

Today’s Scripture: Galatians 2:20
I have been crucified with Christ; it is no longer I who live, but Christ lives in me; and the 
life which I now live in the flesh I live by faith in the Son of God, who love me and gave 
Himself for me.



Family Faith Connection End Month 1

Scripture Reference: Luke 9:57-62

NEVER LOOK BACK

*Read today’s Scripture Verses:

It truly amazes me to watch people. I guess with my job of being around people, I find 
myself watching people all of the time. Then I also guess it amazes me that God puts up 
with a lot of the things I do all of the time as well. We are a very interesting creation is all 
I have to say. But without a doubt, flaws and all, sin and all, God has never given up on us. 
Yes, He wiped off the board and tried to start over with Noah, and yes I know there will be 
a time when He will say it's over, but why in the world He does not just pick us up and 
shake us around and say, "Hello, you know I'm right here watching everything you are doing" 
is beyond me. But in my sinful state, I am glad God continues to look forward and through 
His grace and mercy gives me a chance for forgiveness and reconciliation. 

Today is a milestone. Today marks the one month period in our Phase 1 family ministry. By 
this point, you have crossed over a threshold and should begin to see a change in the way 
your family interacts. I know that at first things were a little awkward, and in just one 
month many of you might have been able to find out some things about you or your family 
that you might have never known. A milestone, because you were able to step out on faith 
and determine for yourself that you are going to fight for the heart, mind and soul of your 
family. Now my words for you are simple...NEVER LOOK BACK! Hopefully over the last month 
you have been able to develop a time each day where you have had the chance to stop and 
spend time with God. I'm not saying that things may be completely perfect with your family, 
in fact things may have gotten a little worse, because once you dedicate this time with your 
family to God, Satan is going to do everything in his power to deter your steps... But once 
again I say.. NEVER LOOK BACK!

I am not offering you a quick fix. Through your daily and weekly time with your family I am 
offering you an opportunity to get your family back from the world. I am not trying to give 
you a 30 day or 90 day or even 180 day prep guide that once you are finished you will be 
able to say, " ok, finished that program, check" and you move on to the next thing. I am 
honestly hoping to instill within your family a desire to see and feel and experience God 
right in your own home. We have set goals, we have stopped and learned about our families, 



our history, looked toward our future. We have prayed as a family. Talked about God as a 
family. We have learned hopefully over the first month that we love and care about our 
family, and even living in the same household we have probably missed out on a lot of 
opportunities to see victory and growth because of our own selfish nature. So now is the 
time to "put your hand to the plow" and never look back. One of the hardest things for 
anyone to do is to establish a good habit. I hope and pray that once we are finished with our 
phases of our family ministry you will be able to see how God speaks to you and directs 
your path. I pray you will have a desire to see the end of the row and not worry about the 
things in your life you have left behind.

This is the point in which today's scripture picks up. Many people think that Jesus must not 
care about family or that being dedicated means giving up so much, but in reality Jesus is 
saying that it is time for us to stop saying we are going to change and then going back to 
our old lifestyle. Once we decide we want to follow Jesus, we must set aside the world and 
strive to move forward in His direction. Looking back at Peter, we see what taking our eyes 
off Jesus can do... Cause us to once again begin to drown in our own sinful nature that is 
filled with doubt, fear, and uncertainty. 

Only thing I am asking you to do today is take the time to see just how far you have come 
over the last 20 days. Don't take for granted the time you have spent sharing the Word of 
God with your family or the times of prayer and growth you have seen in such a short time. 
Write down the baby steps or leaps that your family has been able to accomplish and write 
the milestones down on your calendar so you will never forget those moments. You should 
never question why God has your family in certain situations, but rather look forward to the 
promise of watching God draw your family closer through every step that you take. We are 
1/3 of the way through Phase 1, and just look at the fertile ground God has been able to 
plow. Keep Moving Forward! Amen

Today's Scripture: Luke 9:57-62

As they were walking along the road, a man said to him, "I will follow you wherever you go." 
Jesus replied, "Foxes have dens and birds have nests, but the Son of Man has no place to lay 
his head." He said to another man, "Follow me."
But he replied, "Lord, first let me go and bury my father." Jesus said to him, "Let the dead 
bury their own dead, but you go and proclaim the kingdom of God." Still another said, "I 
will follow you, Lord; but first let me go back and say goodbye to my family." Jesus replied, 
"No one who puts a hand to the plow and looks back is fit for service in the kingdom of 
God." (Luke 9:57-62 NIV) 



Family Faith Connection Week 5 Day 1

Scripture Reference: Matthew 9:35-38

THE HARVEST

*Read today’s Scripture Verses:

1. What are your hopes and dreams for your son(s)/daughter(s) in the following areas: (Make a 
list for each youth that you will refer to every day-use a piece of paper/ notebook/journal)

A. Spiritual/Relationship with God 

B. Family 

C. Financial 

D. Educational 

E. Success/Failures 

F. Friends/Relationships 

2. What are some areas in your life you need to get right with God? (Make a list to use on a daily 
basis in a notebook/journal etc.)

3. Designate a time daily you will stop and pray for your son/daughter specifically as directed 
each day. It does not have to be a very long, drawn out prayer, but make a promise and 
designate and let your family know the time in which you are going to set aside for prayer. Put it 
on a card, write down the time, put it somewhere everyone will know (refrigerator, bedroom door, 
bathroom mirror, etc.) and sign it.

My Prayer Time: ________________________________________________

4. Designate a day of the week, Monday-Friday, that as a family you will stop and spend time 
reading through the weekly devotional provided each week.

Family Devotional Day:______________________. Time: ________________

I started today as we will every day of a new month, putting things into perspective and revisiting our 
progress. This was day one, have you seen any changes over the last month? Since now you have been 
able to hopefully bridge the gap in your family space, is there anything in the list that has changed? 
Starting I would like for you and your family to try and comprise a mission statement for your family. No 
we are not trying to direct this like a business, but if you were able to have someone come and ask what 
are your family beliefs, it would be awesome if each member of your family was able to recite from their 
heart exactly what they believe. Now, you cannot use this one, but I think Joshua had the best family 
vision statement, "As for me and my house, we will serve the Lord". I really don't think you can beat that 
one, but I would love for you as a family to sit down and determine your families vision statement. It will 



go a long way to help each member of your family understand the necessity walking together towards a 
common goal. If the entire family wanted to read the book of John and they accomplished it, the family 
would grow stronger together as a family. I am not asking for you to do everything yourself, I am asking 
for you to cast a vision that will hopefully determine your destination. Andy Stanley has a quote that we 
used all summer, "Direction, not intention, determines our destination". In other words, if you set a point 
where you want to go, and are diligent in getting there, you will be amazed, as a family how much 
stronger you will be in the end. If you only intend to get there, don't be surprised when you look back and 
see no one is following you because you gave them no direction to truly follow, you just kinda aimed at 
something you didn't truly believe in yourself.

Today's scripture is still just as profound as when Jesus originally said it. The harvest is plentiful, you have 
been cultivating the soil, and it is now ready to begin planting seeds. But the problem is that the workers 
willing to follow through continue to get smaller and smaller. Remember your dedication you made and 
hold true to the lives that each of us has been called to nurture. AMEN

Today's Scripture: Matthew 9:35-38

Jesus went through all the towns and villages, teaching in their synagogues, proclaiming the good news of 
the kingdom and healing every disease and sickness. When he saw the crowds, he had compassion on 
them, because they were harassed and helpless, like sheep without a shepherd. Then he said to his 
disciples, "The harvest is plentiful but the workers are few. Ask the Lord of the harvest, therefore, to send 
out workers into his harvest field." (Matthew 9:35-38 NIV)



Family Faith Connection Week 5 Day 2

Scripture Reference: See scriptures below

THE 10 COMMANDMENTS FOR OUR FAMILY

*Read today’s Scripture Verses:

Below you will find something that is very important to our family. 4 years ago, I was walking through 
Lifeway and I ran across this print. The 10 Commandments for Our Family. As I stood there in the store, it 
completely began to humble me and show me that I was truly missing the entire point about how our 
family lives, acts, and should love. We were just going through the motions on a lot of things because we 
were just too busy to stop and be a family. Have you ever been there? So, I would love to say that we are 
able to abide perfect with all 10 commandments, but after 4 years, 2 kids, 3 dead hamsters, a recently 
departed 18 year old cat, and a 1 year old miniature cockapoo…we are still a work in progress. But we are 
moving forward. I would love to say that the print in its nice frame that cost a consider amount of money 
is hanging in the middle of our house, but due to our current situation it is sitting beside the desk in our 
formal dining room waiting to be hung. But understand this...our family, started this process four years 
ago and after four years, we have been able to take our family back from the world. So I'm sharing with 
you two valuable points: 1. This family that you are fighting for is going to take time to change, but 2. It's 
so much better when you get to where we are now!

Today I am asking that you pray through these commandments and slowly try to apply them into your 
family routine. Share these commandments and if you want post them somewhere everybody can see 
them. They will humble you and strengthen you. They will cause you to stop and pray before you speak 
and open your ears to hear. May God bless your journey today. AMEN

10 Commandments for Our Family

I. We will seek and worship only the Lord our God. 
Great is the Lord and worthy of praise... one generation will commend His works to another; they will tell 
of His mighty acts. Psalm 145:3a,4

II. We will make our family a priority. 
Seek first God's will in our family and the other things will come as He desires. From Matt. 6:33

III. We will speak to one another with kindness and love. 
Like apples of gold in settings of silver is a kindly word spoken. From Proverbs 25:11

IV. We will worship the Lord together and keep the Sabbath day holy. 
O come, let us worship and bow down; let us kneel before the Lord our maker. For He is our God... Psalm 
95:6-7a

V. We will honor each member of this family as God's special gift. 
Live in harmony with one another; love, be sympathetic, compassionate and humble... bless one another 
so that you may inherit a blessing. 1 Peter 3:8-9

VI. We will encourage each other with words, attitudes and actions. 
...Be kind to one another, tenderhearted, forgiving one another, even as God in Christ has forgiven you. 
Ephesians 4:32



VII. We will be faithful to the ideals and values of our family. 
Two are better than one... if one falls down, the other can help him up. A cord of three strands is not easily 
broken. From Ecclesiastes 4:9-10,12b

VIII. We will not take joy from one another. 
Above all things put on love, which holds everything together in perfect harmony. Colossians 3:14

IX. We will speak the truth in love. 
May the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart be pleasing in your sight, O Lord, my Rock 
and my Redeemer. Psalm 19:14.

X. We will be grateful and content with the blessings God has bestowed on our family. Learn to get along 
happily whether you have much or little... for we can do all things through Christ who strengthens us. 
Philippians 4:11,13



Family Faith Connection Week 5 Day 3

Scripture Reference: James 3:13

FAMILY VIDEOS

*Read today’s Scripture Verses:

Do you remember growing up and sitting around watch family slide shows or movies from times past? I 
miss those days.. I use to think they were the worst days ever, but I would live to stop and go back and sit 
and watch. As my life continues to pass by faster and faster, it blows my mind how technologically 
advanced we are with our smart phones, tablets, computers and cameras and we never sit down and spend 
time watching the moments we have captured. We allow life to continue to pass us by in hopes of one day 
slowing down enough to spend time showing the hours upon hours of video we have taken but never 
watched.

In our lives we continue to miss this chance. As talked about before, we blink and the babies that are in 
our arms are graduating or moving out into the real world and we are left with hours and stories untold. 
We have so many opportunities to share a family moment and we fail to take the time and talk about the 
hilarious pictures or videos because we see that as too much and a waste of time. I remember a movie with 
Michael Keaton, I cannot remember the title, but the preface was that he and his wife were having a baby 
and he was diagnosed with an incurable type of cancer. He was given a time frame that would not allow 
him to see the birth of his child. So he began making videos detailing things he wanted his son/daughter to 
know. He talked about life decisions and tried to teach via video things he would never have the chance to 
teach for himself. He took video of birthdays, Christmases...anything that he could think of in hopes of 
allowing his child to see and learn from him about life.

I say all this to say this...what would you want to leave behind to teach your family? If you had the 
opportunity to provide amazing teachable video that included everything you always wanted to say but 
have not had the courage or time to do... What would you say? What life lessons would you like to leave 
behind in the midst that some unfortunate tragedy would occur?

Today's scripture gives us the opportunity to answer that question. Who is wise and understanding, those 
who have been taught and live it through their lives and deeds. This weekend make a family video or take 
a funny family photo. Get some of the things you have made, your crest, your measuring boards, etc and 
show the world what you and your family are doing. You may encourage other families to do the same. 
Make a fun memory that you can post on FB or YouTube about your family growing as a family. Make a 
moment that can last a lifetime. IT blows my mind that we are willing to take pictures and post videos of 
so many other things in the world, yet we sometimes miss the opportunity to show the world the ones we 
love the most. Your family video or family photos with an attached note may change the mindset of other. 
Its just a thought for today.

Enjoy your time together, and I look forward to what my family may learn and the memories we will 
continue to share in hopes of passing on our knowledge for generations to come. They will show it with 
their good life, deeds and wisdom. Enjoy your family. AMEN

Todays scripture:

Who is wise and understanding among you? Let them show it by their good life, by deeds done in the 
humility that comes from wisdom. (James 3:13 NIV) 



Family Faith Connection Week 5 Day 4

Scripture Reference: Matthew 7:24-29

SPIRITUAL AUTOBIOGRAPHY

*Read today’s Scripture Verses:

Today is going to be a very personal day. Coming off a time with talking about personal family moments, 
I want to encourage you to know that this may be a long process. In trying to understand your actions and 
why you do the things you do, you may need to honestly take a journey backwards. In doing so I am going 
to share with you a basic part of why Phase 1 family ministry is so important to me. Here is a part of my 
autobiography.. A part of my journey and understanding why my passion is for the family.

Growing up, I always considered my family to be a godly family. We always went to church as we were 
supposed to do, and I thought that everything was ok. Growing up in my family, I continued to come into 
the realization that as long as my family went to church everything would be ok. Being in a military 
family, it blew my mind that the more we moved, the more I felt my family fall away from God because 
they began to pull away from church. I began to see my perfect family begin to crumble under a lot of the 
pressures of life and I continued to hold on to the thread that if they would just come back to church, 
everything would be ok. But see this is where my false sense of hope began. I continued to equate the fact 
that church is the only place that could fix my family. We were building our foundation on something 
other than God. Church became our God and I don't mean that in a negative way. I am saying that we only 
sought God at church, and when church was over, we did like many people and families do.. We left God 
at the threshold and never took Him with us. We never opened our Bibles at home and only prayed when 
we made the time to sit around the table and eat together. So it was no surprise when I look back at my 
family, that things began to unravel. Because instead of taking God into our home, we left Him either at 
the church or at the front door as we just didn't fully let Him in the house. My family was a godly family, 
but we never allowed God to take full control of our lives.

So you can see why my heart is so passionate about moving God from the church into our homes. As you 
read the scriptures today, realize that the house on the solid rock was the ones who were willing to take 
God in their hearts everywhere they went. So when struggles and cracks begin to form, those with solid 
foundations hold the test of time. On the other hand, those who only do "church" and forget to fully take 
God with them, they completely fall apart and when the stress cracks in the home begin to grow, they have 
a foundation built on sand, and they quickly find their lives sinking struggling to keep their head above 
water and continuing to question why is this happening to us... We went to church.. Yes you did, but you 
forgot to take God with you as you left.

So today, here is how the spiritual autobiography works. Begin writing down your story from birth until 
present day. Mention everything that caused you to grow, change, struggle, move etc. include in your 
timeline, people who were inspirational in your walk, it may be a parent, grandparent, coach, teacher, 
preacher, stranger, etc.. Share how they helped to mold your walk. Talk about the setbacks and struggles 
that completely tested you and maybe even caused you to question your journey. This is your story, and it's 
crazy to think how your story not only has influenced your life and your journey, but also you will be 
surprised to see how your choices, issues, strengths, and decisions have now influenced and transferred 
your values, morals, and perceptions to your family. It has no length, mine was between 20-30 pages 
double spaced. Once you start writing, things you never really thought of will pop back in your mind. 



You may find some of the same realizations I did that common things continued to happen throughout my 
life, and I was only able to see it when I was able to stop and deal with my story.

In seeing my story, I was able to realize my faults and my flaws in which I continued to overlook. I 
realized that God has to get out of the church and as He stands at the door knocking, we must remember to 
open the door and let Him in. I cannot wait to hear how God opens your eyes and helps each of us to see 
our passion we have been overlooking because we have failed to read and know our own story. AMEN

Today's Scripture:

"Therefore everyone who hears these words of mine and puts them into practice is like a wise man who 
built his house on the rock. The rain came down, the streams rose, and the winds blew and beat against 
that house; yet it did not fall, because it had its foundation on the rock. But everyone who hears these 
words of mine and does not put them into practice is like a foolish man who built his house on sand. The 
rain came down, the streams rose, and the winds blew and beat against that house, and it fell with a great 
crash." When Jesus had finished saying these things, the crowds were amazed at his teaching, because he 
taught as one who had authority, and not as their teachers of the law. (Matthew 7:24-29 NIV)



Family Faith Connection Week 5 Day 5

Scripture Reference: Matthew 7:7-8

PATIENCE IS A VIRTUE

*Read today’s Scripture Verses:

Another week has ended and once again we stand at the door of determining really where we would like to 
go on this journey. On the very first day I asked that you would begin to pray for the direction in which 
God is leading you in regards to your family. It is very difficult to understand and sometimes we feel as 
though we are still waiting to see. We begin wanting to knock on the door where God is and say...”Excuse 
me, I was just wondering if you could enlighten me about what is about to happen?” I know I have been 
there many a days. Asking God, what is going to happen next and waiting for what seems like years before 
I see or hear a response. So I am asking for you today for patience. They claim that patience is a virtue, 
but if you are also like me... sometimes patience seems to be more of a hinderance.

As we are walking through this journey, this verse really speaks to each of us. In the beginning we are 
trying to figure out the best place to go, the best decision to make in relation to our families, and we 
knock. Here God is testing our ability to honestly come to Him. Yes, we all know that God is omniscient, 
all powerful, all knowing. In fact, as we build on our foundations, we continue to live with a faith that is 
unseen, and so we go before God and stand at His door and begin knocking. In fact I am going to use a TV 
analogy. I watch the show The Big Bang Theory, and I can relate to the fact that we are just like Sheldon 
knocking on the door so impatiently going “knock, knock, God”.. “knock, knock, God”... “knock, knock, 
God”.... “knock, knock, God”.. and we expect Him to just open the door and give us the answer, and the 
funny thing is that He has in the next part of the verse.

Not only are we asked to knock, but to SEEK. I honestly don’t know if it is just our generation, but for 
some odd reason, we just want the answer NOW. We want to get what we want, when we want it, and be 
done with it. We have lost the joy of patience, and believe me I am right in the middle of that lifestyle. 
Living in this crazy, fast-paced world, we want to get where we are going, receive what we are expecting 
and never consider that delays are a part of God’s plan for our lives. We have become a complete 
population expecting without having to meet God at least halfway.

Finally, I come to the word ASK... Yes, I have gone completely backwards in the formation of the 
Scripture verse today, and that is because, just like those murder mystery books that many of us have read, 
we always want to skip to the end to see how everything turns out without going through the proper 
progression of life. We are so ready to get the answers that we fail to stop and ask the right questions. 
Funny isn’t it. If we would just slow down enough and wait... God is willing and able to show us His way 
and direction. If we just stopped at verse 7, we would never see that God is right their willing to answer, 
reveal, and open the doors that we have locked from the inside.



So today, I just want you to spend time rethinking this daily process. Are you doing it so that you will find 
a quick fix for your family, or are you slowly going through Phase 1 in hopes of understanding that it is 
not the sprinter but the one that trains for the marathon that wins the race. With each stage you will begin 
to see small changes that will enhance you and your family...but as you are beginning to see, everything 
has to start at home.. meaning we have to deal with issues we are having first before we can expect a 
transformation to occur any where else. Ask, Seek, and Knock... It starts with YOU! Don’t skip the 
process, because if you do you will open a door that will lead to another path. Be patient and allow God to 
work through you and your issues that you will begin to reveal in your spiritual autobiography.

With your family today, determine ii your are living your life too fast paced to honestly stop and enjoy 
what God is saying to you. Go back and make a daily timeline for each day and see where and what you 
put the most emphasis in on a daily basis. It’s hard to ask God for something that many of us are not 
willing to put the time and effort to seek to find. He is standing at the door and knocking... Why are you 
still not letting Him in DAILY! AMEN

Today’s Scripture: Matthew 7:7-8

7 “Ask and it will be given to you; seek and you will find; knock and the door will be opened to you. 8 For 
everyone who asks receives; the one who seeks finds; and to the one who knocks, the door will be opened.



Family Faith Connection Week 6/Day 1

Scripture Reference: Proverbs 3:1-6

BRACES

*Read today’s Scripture Verses:

OK.. Go ahead and tell the world... I've officially determined I might be getting older. As I 
left the Doctor today, they said based on my many years of rolling and damaging my ankle 
from flag football, basketball, skiing, softball, etc... I might, yes I might have... Arthritis in my 
ankle... Ouch!! But no worries, I got a shot and medicine and a brace, so I will be ready for 
action in no time. Funny how that happens. From one day to the next life changes and we 
continue to disregard all of the other hints or for some of us ROAD SIGNS, that tell us we 
are moving into a phase in our lives. We always think, that can't happen to me, and then all 
of a sudden you are in the doctors office arguing that there has to be another explanation 
for what's going on... I'm too young to be worrying about this.. Right?

Today I ran smack dab into our verse for today. I find myself trying to rationalize if there is 
another solution only to continue hearing the same answer over and over. As we read the 
scripture for today that is exactly what we are also dealing with not only from a physical 
perspective, but from a spiritual perspective as well.. No matter how much I continue to 
argue with this person who has spent many years dealing with, working on, studying, and yes 
helping to heal others, I still feel the need to be in control and believe I know what's best 
for me... WAKE UP! 

In this stage of Phase 1, we are trying to change a long process that our family has been 
struggling against for a long time. In fact, many of us find it difficult to stay the course 
because we feel as though our families are ok... Well they are better than other families.. 
and we continue to justify our actions as the ligaments that hold our families together begin 
to deteriorate and fall apart... Like my ankle.. Until one day there is nothing let to give 
support and we just collapse with no strength at all.So, I ask each of us today to come to a 
realization... Are we in need of some strong advice that is going to give us the support we 
need to carry on.. My answer is a resounding YES! 



Today we start by looking at our lives. Have we been able to go back and learn from our 
past, look to those who were in those leadership roles to keep us moving forward and see 
where their life lessons have given us the brace that we needed at the time to grow? Have 
we placed the stories of wisdom and their teachings in our hearts and carried them around 
in such a way that we pass on that same trait or knowledge on to our family. When Solomon 
wrote here, he was challenging us to hold the teachings from our families to heart. It is our 
heritage and legacy that whether you know it or not has been passed down for generations 
and now lies on your hands. My dad taught me how to change a tire, fish, drive, tie knots, 
grill, shoot, check electricity, roof etc. he passed valuable knowledge that helped me in my 
time of need. I saw, I learned, and hopefully one day I'll have the opportunity to pass on 
other things to future generations that they will hold close to their heart as a part of our 
family legacy. 

Sometimes we in all of our wisdom cannot see the benefit of the lessons others more 
knowledgable are able to teach us. Humbly I pray each of us will lean not on our own 
understanding and allow God to teach a few things in regards to our family as well. As far as 
homework today.. Make a list of the things you want your children to learn from you before 
they move on to the next stage of their lives when we no longer seem important. Lol but 
make a list of life lessons you want to pass on to your family and then one by one begin 
teaching them. The support you may be giving may be needed more than you know and more 
than they realize they need. You are the brace that helps keep them strong even if they 
feel as though they can walk it alone. Keep fighting for your family, keep planting the seeds, 
because eventually they will take root and grow and give them the opportunity for a longer 
life... One with eternal ramifications. May God be one of the first things your family takes 
root in and passes on. 

Today's Scripture:
My son, do not forget my teaching, but keep my commands in your heart, 
for they will prolong your life many years and bring you prosperity. Let love and faithfulness 
never leave you; bind them around your neck, write them on the tablet of your heart.  Then 
you will win favor and a good name in the sight of God and man. Trust in the Lord with all 
your heart and lean not on your own understanding; in all your ways acknowledge him, and 
he will make your paths straight. (Proverbs 3:1-6 NIV84) 



Family Faith Connection Week 6/Day 2

Scripture Reference: Genesis 4:1-7

TITHING

*Read today’s Scripture Verses:

One of the hardest things for us to understand is the stress we have to determine how 
much we should be willing to give...Now before you stop reading understand we have an 
obedience to not only give to God but also teach our children the importance of giving as 
well. If you are like many of the families I see, most students only know how to ask for 
things in the spur of the moment and spend their money on their desires and believe me I 
have seen kids go through money in a a second and have nothing to show for it. It is like a 
fire in their pockets and they have to spend it or they will die. Then they come back asking 
for more and they don’t understand limits because all we do is empower them by giving them 
more money with no control and they don’t even think about giving to God. We must begin to 
teach them the importance of knowing how to take everything God has given us and give 
back to Him first. So today we are going to talk about a couple of different ways that we 
need to understand the word giving or where some of you understand the word tithing. 

This example of tithing goes all the way back to the beginning of time with Cain and Abel. 
As God, was allowing the world to grow and blossom, God commanded both of them to come 
and bring an offering to God of the best that they had to give. Abel, being a herdsman, 
provided God with the best of his flock giving all that he could in reverence to God. Cain on 
the other hand was a farmer, and in determining his gift, Cain just brought what he had 
lying around... definitely not his best, but thinking that he should just try to appease God. If 
you have not heard the story, God accepted Abel’s gift and blessed him for his sacrifice. God 
did not accept Cain’s offering because Cain was just giving what was leftover and not giving 
his best. How often do we do that? In training our families, we must all realize that we must 
be willing to give our best “first” to God, and that also means not just our money, but our 
prayer and devotional time. 
 
In the scripture today, it blows me away to see what happens. God speaks to Cain and Cain 
is angry, kicking the ground with that sad pouty face that many of us have seen. Then God 
gives him a warning. In verse 7 God says, “If you do what is right, will you not be accepted? 
But if you do not do what is right, sin is crouching at your door; it desires to have you, but 
you must master it’.  If you missed that, God is warning Cain that he must be willing to give 



and do his best towards God or satan is going to find a way to deter you and cause you to 
stumble and fall. Immediately following this advice, a few verses down the chapter, Cain is so 
angry because he was not chosen to be worthy, his anger and sin literally consumes him and 
he goes on to commit the first murder recorded in the Bible. Now I am not saying that you 
are going to murder someone if you do not do or give what God is asking for us to give. 
What I am saying is that if we do not set aside our best many times and we end up giving 
only what is left over and that is passed on to our children because if they see that it’s only 
the leftovers you are giving they will do the same if not less. After 2 generations, many fail 
to give at all.

What I am asking is that you and your family set aside three stations of tithing. First, 
financial. You may not be able to give 10% which many believe is what scripture tells us, but 
start somewhere. If you give your children allowance, have them set something aside that 
they can give to start that process. Second, as you are doing your devotional time, encourage 
them to continue to start finding a time each day they can spend with God, other than just 
the family time. They need to begin moving is this direction as well. Finally in their prayer 
time, encourage them to begin praying either as soon as they wake up or right before they 
go to bed. Have them put it on a card to remind them every day, with their weekly scripture 
verse. The more you demonstrate it in your life, the more they will begin doing it in their life. 
Help them establish their time with God as well as the time together as a family. We are 
mid way through Phase 1, and I am excited about many of the stories I am hearing about 
God’s movement, and I am seeing this because you have been willing to tithe your time with 
your family. Keep it up... It will only continue to get better! 

Today’s Scripture:

Now Abel kept flocks, and Cain worked the soil. 3 In the course of time Cain brought some of the fruits of 
the soil as an offering to the Lord. 4 And Abel also brought an offering—fat portions from some of the 
firstborn of his flock. The Lord looked with favor on Abel and his offering, 5 but on Cain and his offering 
he did not look with favor. So Cain was very angry, and his face was downcast. 6 Then the Lord said to 
Cain, “Why are you angry? Why is your face downcast? 7 If you do what is right, will you not be 
accepted? But if you do not do what is right, sin is crouching at your door; it desires to have you, but you 
must rule over it.” 



Family Faith Connection Week 6/Day 3

Scripture Reference: Isaiah 26:3-4

CURVE BALL

*Read today’s Scripture Verses:

Have you ever had your schedule set, your calendar ready, your day planned and low and 
behold there comes the curve ball. Everything changes and you say to yourself, “Man, I 
didn’t even see that coming”. Well that happens to me on a daily basis. I have learned to hold 
true to the phrase that I must ALWAYS be “Flexible”. So crazy enough I am going to ask you 
to be “flexible” too. I know that many of us really have a hard time when people put us in 
awkward situations or try to stretch us beyond what we feel like we should be stretched, 
but I hope that you have seen that things have started to get better for you and your 
family through this time. 

Reaching the midpoint of our first phase, I would like to hear back from you. Please... The 
only way that we can continue to see if we are on the right track or if we are completely 
missing the mark is to have feedback, a few short words that I would like to use, 
anonymously of course, to encourage others to join in this journey. I say all of that because 
I really do want to see where God is leading our families and how many are really take an 
opportunity to reach out and spend time building their foundations. 

We see that with the scripture that is being used today. We will keep our minds at peace, 
and you know that is one of the hardest things to do... at least for me. Since becoming a 
parent it seems as though I find myself in prayer a lot more for my family. I guess when it 
was just me, I didn’t really worry if I got hurt or injured, because I knew what was going 
on with me. Now having a family, I find myself constantly asking for God to help me find the 
peace to know that teachers, coaches, drivers, other parents, etc... are also providing a great 
environment for my family to learn and to stretch. I pray that God continues to show me 
new ways to reach my family in helping all of us see God in a better way and continue to 
have a desire to want to grow stronger and closer as a family. It’s like daily Satan is trying 
to throw me a curve ball of doubt, which I am happy to say... GOD hits right out of the 
park.



So, this week, spend some time getting some feedback from your family. Words of 
encouragement or words of how we can improve. This model is completely set up to be a 
great opportunity for families to grow closer and understand where we need to reach more. 
The curve ball can come from many different directions and at any time.. However I will tell 
you.. it will also come and possibly humble you beyond all recognition. 

Understand this, we will continue on this journey every day.. we will continue to walk on a 
solid foundation built and established by GOD.. because as we continue to watch God grow us, 
we must be able to first allow Him to humble us to the point of our foundations. God 
continues to throw me curve balls in my life and I am really excited to see just what might 
possibly happen next. Unfortunately for me, it always seems as though my vision is in 
hindsight instead of in the moment. In the moment I continue to seek God’s wisdom, but in 
hindsight I am able to watch as the ROCK continued to guide me and grant me peace all 
along the way. 

Final Thought: Are you at peace? I will tell you this... here is the final curve ball of the day... 
You will gain nothing from this study unless you honestly humble yourself and give it all to 
God. This Phase 1 study is not going to change your life for a short time... it is designed to 
change your families for generations. I know that that is hard to  understand, but for me, it 
blows my mind to see that it took 4 years for me to get to the point where I am today. 
There is no quick fix.. I had to break my heart and my mind and my soul back down to the 
foundation... then God was able to rebuild it and lead me here! During the time I fought it 
every step of the way... in hindsight I’m humbled because once again God knocked it out of 
the park. AMEN

Today’s Scripture:
3 You will keep in perfect peace those whose minds are steadfast, because they trust 
in you. 4 Trust in the Lord forever, for the Lord, the Lord himself, is the Rock eternal. 
Isaiah 24:3-4



Family Faith Connection Week 6/Day 4

Scripture Reference: James 4:7-10

WASHING HANDS

*Read today’s Scripture Verses:

You remember when we always had to go and wash our hands every time we walked into the 
house it seemed. Now, I mean actually going to the sink and wash our hands with the 
community bar of soap and the shake your hand drying process. There was no such thing as 
hand sanitizer, and no one really worried about passing germs from one person to another. I 
mean I remember probably eating more dirt than I knew because even after I washed my 
hands they were never clean enough. But every time I went to the bathroom or came into 
the kitchen I was quickly directed to my grandparents sink to wash my hands because that 
was the thing I was supposed to do.

Today we are focusing on the traditions that our families have passed down from generation 
to generation. As we look at the things we do in our lives, I want you today to make a list of 
those traditions you still keep that you have grown up with from your family. It may be food 
you eat on Thanksgiving or things you do at Christmas.... Whatever the tradition, I would love 
to hear and see what You have brought down from your families to pass on to your future 
generations... Why? Because just like the washing of my hands, there are things that I 
remember growing up that made an impression on who I am. I remember the many different 
things that continued to mold and shape my attitude and desire to win or to compete. 
Legacies that I now find passing on to my family, and others I have changed in hopes of 
allowing them the opportunity to grow as well.

In our scripture today, we see that that is exactly what James was writing about. He quickly 
gives us the advice to come close to God by getting rid of those things that continue to 
cause us to stumble. To resist the things that are so easy to do and find a time to hold on to 
God. He encourages us to "wash our hands", or in other words, to get things right with God 
before we come and sit at the table with our families or with our personal time with God. 
James encourages us to try and get rid of our prideful lives and in complete humility offer 
our hands, hearts, minds, and souls to God. 



Finally today, I have included the words to one of my old favorite songs that was sung by 
Steve Green. As I Reread the words it continues to remind me why I started this Phase 1 
journey with you.. I too want to allow my family the opportunity to see God I their lives not 
just for my daughters, but also for future generations to see that GOD is the center of 
everything we do and that only by HIM washing us thoroughly will be truly clean. AMEN

FIND US FAITHFUL

We're pilgrims on the journey Of the narrow road
And those who've gone before us line the way
Cheering on the faithful, encouraging the weary
Their lives a stirring testament to God's sustaining grace

Surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses
Let us run the race not only for the prize
But as those who've gone before us
Let us leave to those behind us
The heritage of faithfulness passed on through godly lives

Chorus:
Oh may all who come behind us find us faithful
May the fire of our devotion light their way
May the footprints that we leave
Lead them to believe
And the lives we live inspire them to obey
Oh may all who come behind us find us faithful

After all our hopes and dreams have come and gone
And our children sift though all we've left behind
May the clues that they discover and the memories they uncover
Become the light that leads them to the road we each must find

Today's Scripture Verse:

Submit yourselves, then, to God. Resist the devil, and he will flee from you. Come near 
to God and he will come near to you. Wash your hands, you sinners, and purify your 
hearts, you double-minded. Grieve, mourn and wail. Change your laughter to mourning 
and your joy to gloom. Humble yourselves before the Lord, and he will lift you up. 
(James 4:7-10 NIV) 



Family Faith Connection Week 6/Day 5

Scripture Reference: Titus 3:14

SYNERGY

*Read today’s Scripture Verses:

Synergy is defined as: "The interaction of elements that when combined produce a total 
effect that is greater than the sum of the individual elements contributions". As we 
review each of e lessons this week, we see some form of commonality....we cannot do it 
alone. From the beginning of the week in which we were able to talk about the people 
in our lives who support us, to encouraging our families to give together, to the 
situations in life which cause us to have to depend on God and others, and finally 
yesterday where we learn from the traditions of our past, they all come together to 
form our synergy. 

In understanding this concept, I have to return to the definition. The interaction of 
elements... We start today by understanding that as a Phase 1 family we must be 
willing to interact with each other. So many times, as we have mentioned before, we 
find ourselves vegging out and trying to get rid of the rest of the world and 
completely forgetting about the amazing family God has given to us. Instead of 
cultivating conversations, many of us go into our hiding place and find things that cause 
us to be able to disappear for just a while... The old Calgon, take me away moment. But 
in redirecting our families, we are fighting for the ability to cause you to interact... Not 
with an enemy, but with the elements of your family that continues to build a cohesive 
bond.

The second part of the definition states at when combined produce... One of the 
greatest things I have ever seen is the ability for God to strengthen a family when they 
come together. Now I'm not talking about the forced trips we all take where it always 
seems as though we take the world with us, but those moments of AWE when you just 
sit back and honestly say... Wow, it s so great to be a part of this family. Unfortunately 
for many of us those times seem few and far between, but do you think it might be 
because we never stop and actually take the time to bring everyone together on a more 
regular basis?



Now the third part of the definition really makes me excited about the potential of 
what our Phase 1 family COULD be if we are honestly willing to move forward and be 
faithful. Produces a TOTAL effect that is greater than the sum of the individual 
elements contributions... WOW! Pretty much hit it out of the park... DID YOU MISS IT? 
Read it again... Produces a TOTAL effect that is greater than the sum of the individual 
elements contributions. In other words, when you begin working together in prayer and 
in reading of God's Word TOGETHER, you will be able to move further, go deeper, grow 
closer, and change your entire family on a greater level than when you just assume that 
everything you do as individuals under the same roof is enough! 

God created the family to DEVOTE THEMSELVES to meeting TOGETHER. God did not 
determine that as long as one person is reading a scripture in one room, and another 
person is praying in the living room would be enough. Now don't get me wrong that is 
good, but it is in the INTERACTION of each person that produces the GREATER 
opportunity than if the family is completely divided. 

In Paul's closing remarks to Titus, he is encouraging him to help the people of Crete to 
understand they must all work TOGETHER! Cities, communities, churches, and families 
cannot function ALONE. It is in the cooperation and interaction between each of the 
elements that something PRODUCTIVE gets done. 

Final Thought: Have you hit the wall yet? Have you found Satan wedging into your 
family and once again separating the power of your family? Has routine and the world 
once again pulled you from your ability to interact each day with your family? If you 
answered yes to ANY of these questions...STOP...DROP....AND PRAY! Wherever you are, 
whatever you are doing, STOP....DROP...AND PRAY! The World is set on causing you to 
believe its ok to pull apart from the greatest power God had given us... Our family! 
Synergy only occurs when ALL the elements come together... Without that cohesive bond 
all you are doing is putting out a lot of energy for a return that will leave you wanting 
more and questioning even more. Fight for your family... Fight for the one thing God 
gave us as a reminder of His AMAZING love on a daily basis. Not everyone in this world 
has these moments and these freedoms to pray, read, and even eat together... Why do 
we take them for granted. AMEN

Today's Scripture:

Our people must learn to devote themselves to doing what is good, in order to provide 
for urgent needs and not live unproductive lives. (Titus 3:14 NIV) 



Family Faith Connection Week 7/Day 1

Scripture Reference: John 3:16-17

HISSTORY

*Read today’s Scripture Verses:

I will be honest, I am completely blown away by the fact of what is going on in the midst of 
our country. What blows me away more is that there is so much that could be done but with 
politics, coronavirus, and natural disasters, we are watching our country split apart at the 
seams. I really just wanted for us to think about the state of the country as a whole. In my 
brief life span on earth, I have been blown away that the older I have gotten the worse 
everything seems to be. I remember in school, they always taught us that the reason we 
study history was in hopes of not repeating the mistakes of our past, and unfortunately it 
does not look as if they is going to be the case for the near future. 

History is something that is designed to show us the good and the bad, the positive and the 
negative, the mistakes and the grace of God. In watching our stories continue to unfold with 
our families, I am always encouraged to go back and see where God has been able to carry 
me from the last debacle to the present. Many times I continue to see where my failures 
became another chapter in HIS STORY of grace and mercy for my life. FYI no I did not spell 
that wrong... I spelled it that way on purpose.

Today I just want you to go back and have a conversation with your family about HIS 
STORY... About why it is so important that they know that Jesus came and died by His own 
choice..because He loved us so much that He was willing to come and sacrifice it all. But more 
importantly I want you to reveal to them the second part of the story... That God did not 
send Jesus to condemn us...but to save us. God had a plan all the way back in Genesis when 
sin entered into the world. He knew that based on our history... He would be able to tell HIS 
STORY.. and it has the greatest ending of eternal life. So share the GOSPEL... Share HIS 
STORY with your family and you just might be surprised that it might actually change 
history in the life of your family as well. Below I have included the poem footprints in the 
sand to also help illustrate the power and love of God. Enjoy Week 7... May HIS STORY be 
seen in you.



Today’s Scripture:
16 For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in 
him shall not perish but have eternal life. 17 For God did not send his Son into the world to 
condemn the world, but to save the world through him. 

John 3:16-17 

FOOTPRINTS in the Sand 

One night a man had a dream. He dreamed  
he was walking along the beach with the LORD. 

Across the sky flashed scenes from his life. 
For each scene he noticed two sets of 
footprints in the sand: one belonging 
to him, and the other to the LORD. 

When the last scene of his life flashed before him, 
he looked back at the footprints in the sand.                                                                      

He noticed that many times along the path of 
his life there was only one set of footprints. 
He also noticed that it happened at the very 

lowest and saddest times in his life.                                                                                          
This really bothered him and he 
questioned the LORD about it: 

"LORD, you said that once I decided to follow 
you, you'd walk with me all the way. 

But I have noticed that during the most 
troublesome times in my life, 

there is only one set of footprints. 
I don't understand why when 

I needed you most you would leave me." 
The LORD replied: 

"My son, my precious child, 
I love you and I would never leave you. 
During your times of trial and suffering, 
when you see only one set of footprints, 

it was then that I carried you."



Family Faith Connection Week 7/Day 2

Scripture Reference: Jeremiah 24:7

24/7

*Read today’s Scripture Verses:

So as we move into week 7, I hope that you have begun to work into a more settled time 
with your family. I pray that you have continued to open up and hear from your families as 
well as you have had the chance to learn from them as well. Short lesson that all of us 
know.. There are 24 hours in a day and 7 days in a week. As we think through this model of 
ministry for our family, we must remember that our families are a constant job. We are 
always on call, always trying to keep our families safe and having to be on our guard and I 
just want to know if you have had the chance to see them from a different perspective. 

It continues to blow my mind how much God is able to reveal to me from the lives of our 
families. There are many times I have used illustrations in my sermons based on the lessons I 
have learned. Yes, our families are a 24/7 responsibility but its the moments that take us by 
surprise that cause us to fully stop and take note of what God is saying. 

Over the last 7 weeks, we have all spent time sharing with our families and praying. We 
have begun to research our families histories and to help our families take on a brand new 
perspective of allowing God to now take control. When we move forward, we must continue 
to see the things that we have closed our eyes and avoided. We are not superhuman, but we 
serve a God that will continue to direct our hearts and families into a closer relationship 
with Him. We cannot honestly be everywhere at all times, but see, God can. It is time that 
we begin to release our families into the hands of the most amazing person we know.. GOD. 
We have to accept the realization that to be a family of God...God has to be the center of 
the family. 

In today’s scripture, we see that is exactly what God is telling Jeremiah. In God creating us, 
He gave us a heart and a desire to seek Him. God allows this love to continue to grow and 
be nurtured every second of every day. It wells up inside of us a desire to seek God’s plan 
and lessen a desire to hold on to the things that we have placed in front of God. God is 
teaching Jeremiah that even after they have run away for such a long time, His creation, 
because of this love and desire God has instilled in each of us, they will return with a 
stronger desire to grasp the love of God.   



In our families I am asking that you do the same thing. Phase 1 is a desire to put off all of 
the stuff that has gotten in between us and our families and replaced the solid foundation of 
God. We need our hearts to spend time being detoxed from all of the things the world has 
continued to corrupt it with. 24/7 God is always watching and waiting to hear from us. 24/7 
God is always waiting for us to give Him full control and direction for our Family. 24/7 it 
seems as though we try and find a way to push Him away. WHY? 

By week 7, you have now come into a full understanding that God has given you a family... 
what you allow God to do with you and your family is now your decision.. and yes you will 
have to face the consequences of that decision 24/7. COME BACK TO THE FAMILY.... COME 
BACK AND SPEND TIME SEEING GOD... He is all around you... In their tears, in their laughter, 
in their screams, in their love, their prayer, their joys, and their sadness. God is ALL AROUND 
YOU 24/7... and if you cannot see Him... Just look in the eyes of your husband/wife/children. 
If God knit you together and gave you a heart for Him... That means God is with us 24/7... 
Even though we cannot comprehend it now... it’s the story that continues 24/7. Just open your 
eyes and see GOD and stop being blinded by the world. AMEN

Today’s Scripture:
I will give them a heart to know me, that I am the Lord. They will be my people, and I will 
be their God, for they will return to me with all their heart. Jeremiah 24:7



Family Faith Connection Week 7/Day 3

Scripture Reference: 1 Kings 19:11-13

The Still Small Voices

*Read today’s Scripture Verses:

Today is a day of listening... I know that may sound crazy, but in reality, I would like for you 
to honestly go and listen to all the things that are surrounding you. It does amaze me that 
we are able to push out all of the noise of others in a very crowded room to be able to hear 
just the small things that we are in need to hear. Funny how God created our ears to 
function that way.

But today, I want all of us to do something else. In the scripture for today, you see that 
Elijah was very scared and confused on his calling from God. In fact he ran away and began 
to ask God why in the world would He even be called in the first place. In the verse prior to 
today’s reading, God asks Elijah, “What are you doing here?” A great question that many of 
us have probably asked from time to time and Elijah begins this spill about not being worthy 
to speak and that people are not listening and that everyone was rejecting the teaching of 
God... Sound familiar? Yeah it is hard to believe that the same story is reinvented in today’s 
setting. Except it’s not a city that is causing the issue of why God’s message is not being 
heard... but US!

So God does the one thing that many of us fail to do on a daily basis... He commands Elijah 
to go to the mountain and WAIT!! Yeah, God tells Elijah to stop making all these excuses and 
drop everything and wait to hear His voice.. So this is where the story picks up for us today. 

In the scripture Elijah is just standing on this mountain waiting to hear or see god pass by. 
So, just like we do, we begin to look at everything.. First a mighty wind came through and 
did some major destruction and Elijah was sure that was God... but it wasn’t. Following the 
wind, there was a mighty earthquake.. and Anxiously Elijah felt as though God was definitely 
in the earthquake, but He was not... Following the earthquake was a fire... and once again 
Elijah felt as though God had to be in the fire... but once again.. He was not. Finally, after 
the fire came a “gentle” whisper... and Elijah knew that God had spoken.



I say all this because for many of us we too are looking for God to come into our lives and 
the lives of our families in this huge sign of power and force. We are waiting for that 
moment when God is going to show up as the amazing power we expect Him to be and our 
families are going to be automatically fixed. Then when everything passes and we are still 
standing on our mountains looking at all of the destruction that these storms in our lives 
have caused... We begin to complain, make excuses and even deny that God loves us in the 
first place. We start to slide back into our old life because the changes have not occurred 
fast enough and by golly it is just too much for me to spend time “EVERY DAY” with our 
family.. Then in that moment when we think all is lost and that life is just going to have to 
move on... we hear that whisper. In the sound of our children, in the cries of the needy, in 
the still small voice.. God shows up. 

Today, I am asking you to stop and write down what is causing you to struggle... What winds.. 
or earthquakes... or fires are destroying the things that are all around you and you don’t 
even know it. What are you honestly asking God to do in your life and the lives of your 
family that you continue to block because of the circumstances that surround you. God 
asked Elijah to drop everything and wait on His voice.. I am asking you to do the same... Over 
the weekend listen for the whisper of God. And once you hear it... write down what it is 
telling you to do. Hopefully we will all realize that still small voice is God... and hopefully we 
will stop trying to hope that things will change overnight. As mentioned before this journey 
is a life marathon not a sprint and we are only in the first stage. But we have to also realize 
if we keep on the current path we are on... those forces of destruction will eventually 
overtake our lives if they haven’t already. Enjoy your family time this weekend...AMEN 

Today’s Scripture: 1 Kings 19:11-13

11 The Lord said, “Go out and stand on the mountain in the presence of the Lord, for the Lord is about to 
pass by.”Then a great and powerful wind tore the mountains apart and shattered the rocks before the Lord, 
but the Lord was not in the wind. After the wind there was an earthquake, but the Lord was not in the 
earthquake. 12 After the earthquake came a fire, but the Lord was not in the fire. And after the fire came a 
gentle whisper. 13 When Elijah heard it, he pulled his cloak over his face and went out and stood at the 
mouth of the cave. Then a voice said to him, “What are you doing here, Elijah?” 



Family Faith Connection Week 7/Day 4

Scripture Reference: Hebrews 12:28-29

VIRUS

*Read today’s Scripture Verses:

Virus- "A microorganism that is smaller than bacterium that cannot grow or reproduce apart 
from a living cell. A virus invades living cells and uses their chemical machinery to keep itself 
alive and to replicate itself."

Yes many times a new stomach virus hits many or our households and continues to make it's 
run through many of our families. It blows my mind how quickly a family is completely 
humbled by something so small that it takes a microscope to see. In understanding the idea 
of a virus, we see that it cannot survive by itself. It must rely on something else in order for 
it to replicate or even exist. In doing so, many viruses can bring us to our knees, and we are 
left weakened, shaken, and searching for a cure.

On the other side of things, how amazing would it be if this ideal of the Phase 1 family 
would go "viral". I mean I have seen many different things that doesn't really make any 
sense that made it viral like honey boo boo, that continues to depict the family in a very bad 
way. As we continue through the journey, the idea of family needs to be transformed and 
the mindset of what a real family should be is under attack. There is not a true ideal family 
on television anymore. We have all accepted the fact that we will try and not be affected by 
the world's concept of family. From the Disney channel, prime time tv, to reality tv, the idea 
of family has been completely destroyed by the viral... And it is now time for the real family 
to finally take a stand and restore the body to health.

The author of Hebrews is trying to help us to understand that mindset as it pertains to the 
foundation in which God is building His kingdom. From the beginning of time in the garden, 
God determined the family to be His greatest creation. In directing our path, we must 
understand the importance that a strong family will have on the future of newer generations 
that will continue on this path as well. Stop allowing the world to feed off your family and 
fight the virus that has been created.



Homework for today is to watch tv. Yeah, I know, but honestly watch tv and see how the 
world is beginning to define family. It seems as though anything and everything us 
permissible as it pertains to family. Find a show that actually defines the traditional family 
as one established on strong Christian values living together in a nuclear family setting 
where parents are seen as strong, intelligent examples and their children mind their parents 
and strive to be godly examples to their friends. It's probably sad to say it may be 
impossible to find that show... The last one I actually remember was the Cosby show, and it 
continued to break barriers because of its’ depiction of a two parent family that actually 
had morals.

The writer of today's verse continues to encourage us to know at as long as we stay firm on 
the foundation that God has created for the family, there will be another viral takeover. 
Except this "virus" will actually restore the family back to its’ proper place in the eye of the 
world. But that virus must feed off a "living organism". That means that you and your family 
must provide the opportunity for it to thrive and grow in a loving environment dedicated to 
replicating the life lessons we all have learned. 

God forms this foundation... It is unshakeable.. And through the power and love of God it will 
become an all consuming fire that will not stop. It will continue to build families dedicated to 
God's word in hopes of rebuilding a connection that has been destroyed by the world. God's 
kingdom is unshakable, let's praise and worship Him because of the blessings of our families. 
Consume us and let's go viral!   

Today's Scripture Verse:
Therefore, since we are receiving a kingdom that cannot be shaken, let us be thankful, and 
so worship God acceptably with reverence and awe, for our "God is a consuming 
fire." (Hebrews 12:28, 29 NIV) Tuesday, October 30th End Week 7 



Family Faith Connection Week 7/Day 5

Scripture Reference: Ezekiel 37:1-14

These Dry Bones

*Read today’s Scripture Verses: 

So today we have an amazing reference to life. How many times have you ever felt as if you were just 
completely exhausted. You feel as though as soon as you walked in you would just like to pass out and go 
to sleep. You felt like everything was about to collapse and you had nothing more to give. I have felt like 
that the last few days as this illness has progressed through its stages. But what blows my mind is the fact 
that we continue to feel that way almost every day of our lives. I mean I have seen so many different 
commercials for 5 hour energy drinks to help us make it through the day. Our bodies continue to desire 
something to keep us going. We become accustomed to these things just to make it through the day... For 
you it may be coffee, a coke, or some Ginseng tea. Regardless of what you do at the very end of it... You 
quickly fall and crash harder than when you even started.  

We have the same issues in our spiritual life. We are so exhausted and we are fighting with life and we 
think if we can just come to church and get our "God Fix" and we think that we are ok... Then a few hours 
or days or weeks later we crash and burn and we find ourselves lower than we were before and we 
question what happened. We die a little more each time until eventually we find ourselves so tired we 
decide its not even worth the fight and we just stop and give up. 
Our bones cry out and we find ourselves dead and motionless waiting to hear someone telling us where we 
need to go next. 

 I really want you to read today's scripture and see the power of God. As Ezekiel was listening to God, it 
was amazing to watch as God restored the dead back to life. He literally called the bones to take on flesh 
and restored their lungs by breathing life. It makes me continue to think about our personal walks and our 
families. How many times we feel just so dead and we don't know how to get things started again. But God 
is always there if we just allow Him to rekindle our hearts with life. Are you dead bones.. Mentally, 
physically, spiritually are you crying out for life? Is your family in the same position. Today pray as 
Ezekiel did over the dead bones in your family and see how God will renew their desire to grow! It's in 
your hands!  

GOD RAISE THESE DRY BONES AND GIVE THEM FLESH AN JOINTS AND HELP US TO HAVE 
A STRONGER DESIRE TO LIVE AGAIN!!! Amen 



Today's Scripture Verse:

The hand of the Lord was on me, and he brought me out by the Spirit of the Lord and set me in the middle of 
a valley; it was full of bones. He led me back and forth among them, and I saw a great many bones on the 
floor of the valley, bones that were very dry. He asked me, "Son of man, can these bones live?" I said, 
"Sovereign Lord, you alone know." Then he said to me, "Prophesy to these bones and say to them, 'Dry bones, 
hear the word of the Lord! This is what the Sovereign Lord says to these bones: I will make breath enter you, 
and you will come to life. I will attach tendons to you and make flesh come upon you and cover you with skin; I 
will put breath in you, and you will come to life. Then you will know that I am the Lord.'" So I prophesied as I 
was commanded. And as I was prophesying, there was a noise, a rattling sound, and the bones came together, 
bone to bone. I looked, and tendons and flesh appeared on them and skin covered them, but there was no 
breath in them. Then he said to me, "Prophesy to the breath; prophesy, son of man, and say to it, 'This is what 
the Sovereign Lord says: Come, breath, from the four winds and breathe into these slain, that they may live.'" 
So I prophesied as he commanded me, and breath entered them; they came to life and stood up on their feet—a 
vast army. Then he said to me: "Son of man, these bones are the people of Israel. They say, 'Our bones are 
dried up and our hope is gone; we are cut off.' Therefore prophesy and say to them: 'This is what the Sovereign 
Lord says: My people, I am going to open your graves and bring you up from them; I will bring you back to the 
land of Israel. Then you, my people, will know that I am the Lord, when I open your graves and bring you up 
from them. I will put my Spirit in you and you will live, and I will settle you in your own land. Then you will 
know that I the Lord have spoken, and I have done it, declares the Lord.'" (Ezekiel 37:1-14 NIV) 



Family Faith Connection  Week 8/Day1 

Scripture Reference: Mark 1:16-17 

FISHER’S OF MEN 

*Read today’s Scripture Verses: 

I love this time of year. I remember the festivals that we would have at church in the fall or spring. I 
remember the cake walks, the bean bag toss, and even the apple bobbing that we cannot think about doing 
anymore. But the greatest game I could never figure out as a small child was this fishing game. Each time 
I would go up to this booth... they would hand me a fishing pole and I would throw it over the top and low 
and behold.... A prize or piece of candy would come back EVERY TIME... It wasn’t until I was a little 
older did I realize that someone was on the other side of the booth and was placing a piece of candy or a 
prize on my hook. I was able to catch a fish EVERY TIME!! 

Today, I try to think about our families in the same way. So many times we seem to cast our nets or our 
poles and we come back empty and we continue to question why... I finally figured it out... You have to use 
the right bait. As it was in the freshwater streams in North Carolina when my father would takes us 
fishing, we would have different spinners and baits with different weight and even one called a rooster tale 
that was specifically designed to catch certain fish. I mean many years of research had gone into this sport 
in which we tried to make sure that if the sun was shining we had a spinner bait that would reflect the sun 
and make it seem as if something was gliding in the water to attract fish. Another bait, a crank bait, made 
sound in order that fish would think that it was something that they should listen and come and try to 
possibly eat as well. And don’t forget one of the cheapest... worms and a bobber. Hard to believe that with 
each one of these fishermen’s tools, fish were ready to attack if you were able to find the right bait.  

Now I want to turn the table for just a second... what about us. What if we were the fish. In our lives, Satan 
is able to know exactly what bait to lure us in. It’s funny how he is even  able to attack our family as a 
whole Regardless of how much we are able to direct our path towards God, it blows my mind that with just 
one little thing, Satan hooks us and we continue to find ourselves splashes back and forth trying to break 
free.. only to find ourselves more tangled than we began.  

As we look at the scripture today, Jesus is walking along the shoreline and He begins to watch these 
fishermen as they are doing their daily routine. He notices that they are very meticulous about their 
routine of casting and bringing in the nets. In doing so we see a very interesting side of Jesus from the 
shoreline He calls to them and gives them the bait. He sets before them an opportunity to completely 
change their lives and He uses an analogy that they can understand. He finds the common ground and He 
hooks them.  



Today, I am asking all of us to try and think in the same way. What are the things that we are doing in our 
lives that can be used to reach the world. First we start with ourselves, and next we start with our close 
family and then continue to our extended family. There is a common thread amongst all of us whether we 
want to admit it or not. As fish swim in families, they continue to teach each other how to survive. It is a 
common trait amongst close families... unfortunately, it is the loners that really seem to have all of the 
issues. Without proper training or warning, they bite at the first thing they see and it may end up being the 
last bite they take.  

As Jesus reached out to these men, we continue to see that God is doing the same thing with us. He is 
calling us to be the ones on the other side of the booth that as soon as they cast their poles, we provide for 
them a gift that is going to last them for eternity. I still love the adage, Give a man a fish, feed him for a 
day...Teach a man to fish, feed him for a lifetime. What I am asking you to do is the same thing.. Teach 
your family to fish... both literally and spiritually. Take some time and teach your family how to have fun 
going to the lake or creek or river and literally fishing. Explain to them the importance of today’s 
devotion, and then sit down and teach them to be a fisher or men. It is very important for us to understand 
both of those roles. We can either give our families the little bit that they need to survive for a day... or we 
can teach them how to fish for eternity. The choice is ours... I just hope that we all choose to spend our 
time teaching our families how to survive and not biting at the bait the world is dangling in front of them... 
because just like the fish... it might be the last bite they take as well. AMEN  

Today’s Scripture Verse: Mark 1:16-17 
16 As Jesus walked beside the Sea of Galilee, he saw Simon and his brother Andrew casting 
a net into the lake, for they were fishermen. 17 “Come, follow me,” Jesus said, “and I will 
make you fishers of men.” 



Family Faith Connection  Week 8/Day2 

Scripture Reference: Colossians 1:27-29 

MYSTERY 

*Read today’s Scripture Verses: 

Did you ever watch the old Scooby Doo cartoons. I used to love how it always seemed that Shaggy and 
Scooby were always in the right place at the right time.  No matter how crazy, hungry, scared the two of 
them were, they always seemed to end up in the right place at the right time. Solving the mystery through 
their ignorance most of the time. I even remember the coined phrase, “And I would have gotten away with 
it too, if it would not have been for those kids and that dog named....Scooby Doo.”  

Now I know that you are really trying to understand where this whole scenario is going. Well for most of 
us, as it pertains to the mystery of faith that God is trying to reveal, we find ourselves in the same situation 
as the group from Mystery Inc. Stepping out of faith and trying to understand the real meaning of the word 
mystery. We continue to question all of these things and find some way to honestly solve the mystery so 
that we can explain everything that happens without giving any credit to God. We stumble around just like 
Fred, Velma, Daphne, Shaggy and Scooby, trying to find some way to reveal the mystery person, when in 
reality God has been trying to reveal our true identities in Him every day of our lives.  

So today is a reveal of who we are.. Are we the same hidden, scary, person in a “Jason” suit when God 
reveals to and in us His truth, we stand back and say the same thing...”We could have gotten away with it 
too if it wouldn’t have been for God, Jesus and the Holy Spirit.” We honestly could have gotten away with 
all of the hidden sin, the destruction of life, and lived as if all were ok, but unfortunately that is not the 
way that God’s Mystery INC works. 

In today’s verses, we see that God is revealing inside of us the amazing story of His love and mercy. He is 
opening our lives to the ability to see God in a different light and finally understand why in the world God 
has been fighting for us in the first place. God gives us HOPE. He reveals within us the life and ministry 
of Christ, which is the HOPE OF GLORY. The hope that one day we, and our families will live in eternity 
with God in glory. No more sorrow... No more pain.. No more frustration... No more anger... No more 
loss... No more trying to figure out what life is all about, because in and through us God has CHOSEN to 
reveal the MYSTERY! 

So, today we are asking the same question to you. What it the mystery that you are hiding. Once again, we 
must understand in order to desire change that we must put all our cards on the table if we are really 
wanting to obtain and be given the HOPE OF GLORY!  



Let’s now take a look at the second part of today's verse. If we are able to receive the hope of Christ, we 
are then able to move forward in the process of helping others to see the mystery revealed. Being directed 
by God, we are to present others before God. In other words we are to teach, discipline, love, walk with, 
encourage and listen to everyone in our family in hopes of building a stronger family unit for God. We are 
called as members of the body of Christ to continue to incorporate that same grace, mercy and love that 
has been given to us through the life, blood and death of Christ. No where have I read this in scripture, but 
what if we were judged based on those that we were able to lead in a relationship with Christ. What if we 
were given specific eternal ramifications based on the way we were able to pass on the love and story of 
Christ to our sons and daughters. How would we measure up? If that was true, how much harder would 
we be willing to work at making sure our lives were more of an example as well as the lives of our 
families.  

It is time that we reveal the mystery that is within us. It is time we stop allowing others to take think that 
we are OK when inside our families are truly falling apart. As it is with the church, the reason we continue 
to stumble, fall and not grow is because we have unconfessed lives that we are unwilling to reveal to God. 
We are continuing to hide behind the mask of who the world sees and in some cases, falsely revealing our 
lives to our families as well. One day, all will be revealed, and I pray that many of us will have already 
dealt with our issues with God. As the song starts... “Teach your children well... God will give you the 
strength and power to take off the mask and take full acceptance of the mystery that God has placed in our 
lives. The time is now for us to earnestly begin to pray for this same mystery to be revealed in our families 
as well.  

Final thought: I don’t know about you... but in this process my daughter has started asking very good 
questions about God in trying to unravel the mystery. In us and through our wisdom and teaching, God is 
starting to work in her life and maybe soon God will be revealed in her heart, mind and soul. We are 
beginning to see the seed begin to sprout, and the hope begin to take root. All because we have given our 
family to God and been willing to take the time to teach, admonish, and help to reveal the wisdom God has 
so given to us. It is an unending cycle that continues to give me the energy that can never quit, and that is 
the real reason I am always excited about my God, my family, and my calling. I’m not saying we do 
everything right...far from it, but we are willing to be open to learning from our mistakes in HOPE for the 
GLORY that will follow. AMEN 

Today’s Scripture: 

27 To them God has chosen to make known among the Gentiles the glorious riches of this 
mystery, which is Christ in you, the hope of glory. 28 He is the one we proclaim, admonishing 
and teaching everyone with all wisdom, so that we may present everyone fully mature in 
Christ. 29 To this end I strenuously contend with all the energy Christ so powerfully works 
in me. Colossians 1:27-29 



Family Faith Connection  Week 8/Day3 

Scripture Reference: Luke 14:14-28 

HOMECOMING 

*Read today’s Scripture Verses: 

As I sit here today, for some crazy reason I began thinking about the Homecoming events at our local high 
schools and other schools that don’t have that opportunity with their schools. It makes me continue to 
think about just how important it is to have a home to come back to from time to time. As the homecoming 
parade rolled by, you were able to see all the lives of those who were so excited to be getting ready for this 
one event that only happens once a year. Why is it that we put so much energy into an event that only lasts 
a week? Because it will provide memories that will last us for the rest of our lives. Each day, they dress up 
in different costumes and swell with  pride for their school and town that they live in. They are able to 
stand tall and take note as we continue to watch the week get crazier and crazier until the moment 
arrives.... the game plays out and then we return to our old mundane lives. 

WHY? Today, we are living in a place that for this moment and time we call home. We continue to raise 
our families on the towns values because none of us want to buck the system based on the fear of ticking 
the wrong family off and being set in the doldrums of the lost. So we continue to allow things to run 
exactly the way that things have always been and we create a family life atmosphere that does not teach 
truth.  

Here is where Jesus stood. In the midst of leaving home and preparing for His ministry all over the 
countryside, Jesus was able to be removed from the ways of His hometown in Nazareth and preach and 
learn with a freedom that only God can give. In doing so, His name continued to reach all over the region 
and when hearing of His teachings, the people of Nazareth were demanding that He come home and 
preach and do miracles. However, as soon as He returned the same city had not changed and neither had 
the people. When He began to preach from the scrolls, He immediately shared with them that He was the 
answer to the stories of the prophets. They began to realize that this was Joseph’s son, a carpenter’s son, 
and they were amazed by His teaching and mercy and grace. After hearing all of the great miracles that 
Jesus had already done in neighboring towns, they asked for Him to do the same in Nazareth. They just 
wanted a piece of the action... a chance to be healed from their iniquities in order that they could continue 
their same lifestyle.  

When Jesus said that they had to understand that the town could not simply be healed but had to endure 
the pains of their sins, they became very angry...even to the point of trying to drive Jesus out of the city 
and have Him killed. Jesus bucked the system and presented them with a chance to understand that they 
had to change in order for Him to be able to come home. Sacrifices had to be made in order for the people 
to survive....and no one wanted to make the sacrifice to change. 



Today, this is what I am asking you... Have you ever moved away from your hometown and gone back and 
noticed that almost nothing has changed. The same or now new people are still living the same way and 
doing the same thing and they think everything is ok... But you coming back home, have a new perspective 
and you make the quote, “This is a nice place to visit but I really wouldn’t want to live or raise my family 
here.” You are able to see things with “NEW EYES”. I say all this because what kind of home are we 
living in? In our homes, schools, and communities, are we just accepting that life is to be lived in the same 
way, with no change? 

This week I want you to set aside an extra hour.  I know you are thinking, how in the world of my busy 
schedule can I find an hour to put aside. Your “HOME” work is to take that extra hour and once again 
spend the day together doing something OUTSIDE. Get outside the home and gain a new perspective 
about your family. So that you will begin to try and see things with new eyes. It is difficult to come home 
again. Even with our families, many times we find that our children don’t want to come home but go 
somewhere else to spend the night or play and hang out, because home has become the norm and they are 
dying to see the rest of the world. We have to find a way to continue to challenge them to desire to make 
their home a better place in which they want and desire their friends to come and learn about God. We 
have to get out of the normal life we have been living because we are too tired to fight against the system. 
It is time we create a home that is filled with so much love and excitement that our families have a desire 
to come and tell everyone about their homecoming every day. I hope that we are able to make it a lifelong 
experience instead of just a moment once in a while when we celebrate Jesus at Christmas or 
Thanksgiving. Let God COME into your HOME and live there forever. AMEN 

Today’s Scripture: Luke 4:14-28 
14 Jesus returned to Galilee in the power of the Spirit, and news about him spread through the whole countryside. 
15 He was teaching in their synagogues, and everyone praised him. 16 He went to Nazareth, where he had been 
brought up, and on the Sabbath day he went into the synagogue, as was his custom. He stood up to read, 17 and the 
scroll of the prophet Isaiah was handed to him. Unrolling it, he found the place where it is written:18 “The Spirit of 
the Lord is on me, because he has anointed me to proclaim good news to the poor. He has sent me to proclaim 
freedom for the prisoners and recovery of sight for the blind, to set the oppressed free,19 to proclaim the year of the 
Lord’s favor.”[f] 20 Then he rolled up the scroll, gave it back to the attendant and sat down. The eyes of everyone in 
the synagogue were fastened on him. 21 He began by saying to them, “Today this scripture is fulfilled in your 
hearing.” 22 All spoke well of him and were amazed at the gracious words that came from his lips. “Isn’t this 
Joseph’s son?” they asked. 23 Jesus said to them, “Surely you will quote this proverb to me: ‘Physician, heal 
yourself!’ And you will tell me, ‘Do here in your hometown what we have heard that you did in Capernaum.’” 
24 “Truly I tell you,” he continued, “no prophet is accepted in his hometown. 25 I assure you that there were many 
widows in Israel in Elijah’s time, when the sky was shut for three and a half years and there was a severe famine 
throughout the land. 26 Yet Elijah was not sent to any of them, but to a widow in Zarephath in the region of Sidon. 
27 And there were many in Israel with leprosy[g] in the time of Elisha the prophet, yet not one of them was 
cleansed—only Naaman the Syrian.” 28 All the people in the synagogue were furious when they heard this. 
29 They got up, drove him out of the town, and took him to the brow of the hill on which the town was built, in 
order to throw him off the cliff. 30 But he walked right through the crowd and went on his way. 



Family Faith Connection  Week 8/Day 4 

Scripture Reference: Colossians 3:23-24 

COOKIES 

*Read today’s Scripture Verses: 

As we continue toward the end of our 2nd month, there is a lot that we have to understand before moving 
on to the final leg of Phase 1. The whole process has been about YOU. Yes, I know that you might question 
this statement, but Phase 1 has been used to basically reintroduce us to our families again. In 
understanding the need for so many of us to reconnect because for such a long time we have completely 
missed the opportunity to grow as a family. Now, also understand it is not the point that you have not been 
around your family, but in truth we have all been allowing the world to raise our children in hopes that 
our small time with them would give us a chance to influence them for the better.  

This past weekend, we made cookies. Now, I know that you may think this is crazy, but we did, we made 
cookies. It was as if our family had discovered this amazing new bonding time together. I mean don’t get 
me wrong, we have made cookies before, but for the first time our daughter was VERY ADAMANT about 
being a part of the process. She would help in the pouring, the mixing and the scooping out of the batter 
onto the cookie sheet. It was amazing to watch as she looked like a little person now and not my little girl. 
She had such a strong desire to help because she is getting to the point where she wants her identity to 
matter as a member of our family. It literally blew me away. What blew me away even more is that she 
washed every, pot, pan, dish, and cup that was in the sink as well. WHERE DID MY DAUGHTER GO? 
LOL 

So this is what I am also bringing to light about us... In our journey together, we are trying to recapture 
these amazing moments. Phase 1 is helping us all to reconnect with these amazing blessings that God has 
given to us. These members of our family that we continue to just take for granted for such a long time. 
See just like the cookies that we made this weekend, our families are going through some of the same 
process. We are ingredients into this amazing design that God has created under our roof. Some of us are 
the flour that gives our family a solid foundation... other members of our family are the eggs that help to 
pull things together... some of us are the extra ingredients that we add such as butter, creme, vanilla, 
chocolate, etc.. to make things seem a little more interesting... and yes some of us are the NUTS that 
cannot be explained. However, we are all mixed together and under the extreme heat of God’s love, we 
come together to form an AWESOME masterpiece.   

In Today’s scripture we see that we are called to work together with all of our hearts. As a member of our 
families, we are asked to find a way to continue to mold things together. I don’t care how your family was 
created... all I know is that God has had a hand in your families life every step of the way. But now God is 
calling for us to take the reigns and help our families to see the importance of serving together. When Paul 
wrote these words, he continued to encourage the faithful to stand firm the course in which God was 
directing them. As am I with the Phase 1 Journey you are on today. Continue to make your family a 
priority, and I will be honest, you definitely should be seeing some sort of change in your environment if 
you have been faithful to serve.  



Just like the cookies, yes we can eat the dough... in fact many of us would rather eat the dough, but the 
process cannot be completed until is has went through the test of fire. So is true with our families as well. 
We can continue to allow the world to train our families and we just sit back and question how things got 
the way that they did, or we can make a choice to continue this fight to see the family as our mission field. 
We will be tested and we will be tried, but as we continue to watch our family mesh together, the end result 
will be something that will continue to pass down the line for generations to come. You cannot make a 
cake without breaking a few eggs... the same is true about our lives. We are going to make mistakes... we 
are going to continue to falter, but it’s through the trying times that we are able to see the hand of God 
revealed.  

I am not going to tell you that you need to go and bake cookies.... however, by the end of phase 1 I hope 
you have really started to put into action a time to pray for and with your family. I hope that you have 
been able to establish a weekly quiet time/Bible study time, and that you have found yourself yearning to 
find new ways to introduce the love of God with your family. These ingredients are a necessity if the 
journey is to be successful. Just with any good cookie, it takes time and effort to make a cookie from 
scratch to the end result. Don’t buy the pre-packaged deal... spend time getting your hands dirty and 
building a memory that will continue to last a lifetime. AMEN 

Today’s Scripture: 
23 Whatever you do, work at it with all your heart, as working for the Lord, not for human masters, 
24 since you know that you will receive an inheritance from the Lord as a reward. It is the Lord Christ you 
are serving. Colossians 3:23-24 



Family Faith Connection  End Month 2 
Scripture Reference: Esther 4:14 
DELIVERANCE 

*Read today’s Scripture Verses: 
So today we have come to the end of month 2. You have been able to witness your family begin to join 
together in a weekly time of prayer. Now is the time to change the game. In understanding the concept of 
Phase 1 families, we must continue to push the envelope and find ways to draw our families closer. We 
must continue to define the goals in which God is setting before us on a daily basis. In this moment, I am 
asking that you search for the moments of deliverance...and no I am not talking about a movie from the 
’70’s about a group of guys that went down that Chattooga river, but an opportunity to encourage your 
families to see what they have been willing to remove from their lives that has had such a large hold on 
them for such a long time.  

Now, here is also where we once again get honest. For some of us, we are still just going through the 
motions in order to check our time cards and say that we participated but we really did not get involved. 
One of the hardest things that we have to admit is that we just cannot find a way to honestly stop and 
spend time with God. In a conversation with many of our students the other night, I asked them why it was 
so hard to spend time in God’s word... Many of them gave a lot of good answers, but the one that really 
stuck out the most was the one that said because it is so accessible. I had to stop and think about that for a 
moment... Then it really did hit me... The reason that we are so nonchalant about studying God’s word is 
because we are so comfortable in our lives. We have never truly been threatened to lose the opportunity to 
study God’s word so we just take the Bible for granted because it will always be there for us...or so we 
think.  

It almost makes one wish to see what would happen if for just one day, we, as a country, outlawed every 
Bible and the study of Christianity would be punishable by death. We have confined ourselves to allowing 
the Bible and the study of God’s word as a commodity instead of a desire that runs our lives. In the 
moment of our greatest need, it seems then and only then do we turn back to the Word that could have 
helped us many stages before we ended up where we are now. In other words... I firmly believe that our 
families, our church, our community and our nation is in need for DELIVERANCE. 

We have lost the passion of the ones who struggled to give us the freedoms we have in this country today. 
We live in an age of entitlement where our children believe just because they exist we are to give them 
everything they want and we forget to give them the foundations that they need. Growing up as a small 
child, I remember chores that had to be done before anything was rewarded. I remember the amazing 
ideals handed to me by my grandparents that everything was a “gift’ from God and not something I 
wanted because I couldn’t have it. We need to stop the travesty that we are teaching our families and pray 
for DELIVERANCE before we wake up one day and ask “WHERE DID WE GO WRONG?” The scarier 
part is that many of you may already be asking that question today. 
As we look to the scripture today, I am showing you a time in which one so person had to drop who they 
were and realize the necessity of remaining faithful in order for God’s people to be DELIVERED. Queen 
Esther was married to King Xerxes, one of the greatest conquerors of his time. In doing so, Queen Esther 
was living her life, almost forgetting that she was from a Jewish family who was about to be wiped out. 
One of her family members came and told her of the travesty that was about to occur to her people, and 



below you will find his challenge to her as Queen. God had placed her in the place of authority in this 
time for the opportunity for her to save her people...her family from complete destruction. She was 
challenged to use her position of authority to go and save them or remain silent and watch as they would 
fall and God would remove His blessing from her life.  

Maybe that is where we are today. For too long we have just stood silent and allowed the country that we 
hold so dear to fold down into itself. Maybe God is calling us...at this point and time in our lives to take a 
stand against the oppression that the world has placed in our lives by completely removing God from 
almost any other aspect of our lives. Maybe God has given us this final chance to take a stand for our 
families before the time will come that we will no longer have that option...I don’t know, but one thing I do 
know is that “FOR SUCH A TIME AS THIS”.. we need deliverance from all of the crazy things our 
country has created. We have moved so far away from the God-centered country we were created as.. and 
moved into this place of accepting all things as long as it does not effect me now. Slowly and steadily we 
are finding ourselves accepting more and more things that God has completely said that we should stand 
against, and slowly and surely we are watching our country, our community, our churches and our 
families begin to fall apart... and we ask why? 

After 2 months on this journey... have you found freedom from the things in life that have continued to tell 
you that you don’t have time for your family? Have you taken the opportunity to fall in love with just 
spending time with the ones that God has given you the chance to influence on a daily basis, or has 
success up the corporate ladder been more of a goal? Have you traded your family foundations for a lie 
that Satan has continued to tell us all, that the more money you have the better your family will be? Have 
you stopped just for one moment and asked for God to DELIVER your family back into HIS hands. 
DELIVERANCE does come with a price... DELIVERANCE is not easy, because one of the first steps is 
humility from our pride and willingness to admit that we have truly never understood the reason we 
needed to be DELIVERED in the first place. Stop and take a good look in the mirror then do the same with 
your family. What do you see? Who do you see? If nothing else... it gives you a chance to see the real 
reason we need REAL CHANGE..and we have to move FORWARD. Deliver us from EVIL.. AMEN 
 
Today’s Scripture: 
For if you remain silent at this time, relief and deliverance for the Jews will arise from another place, but 
you and your father's family will perish. And who knows but that you have come to royal position for such 
a time as this?" 



Family Faith Connection Week 9/Day 1 

Scripture Reference: Isaiah 55:10-11

40 Day Challenge 
*Read today’s Scripture Verses:

As we begin the final stage of our Phase 1 process, I am asking you today to begin a new journey with me 
today. A 40 DAY CHALLENGE! Many of you have been asking me to give you more opportunities to 
encourage your family in learning the Bible, so over the next 40 Days I am asking you to follow the 
challenge that our students will be undertaking over the next 40 Days. Now I am also asking that you be 
“COMMITTED” to this process. You CANNOT skip a day... I know that seems very hard, but understand 
that we are asking our families to begin preparing for the next PHASE. In doing so we must be ready to 
allow our families to be surrounded by God every chance we can get... and that means we must start 
digging deeper into the word of God ourselves. 

One of the hardest things that people have trouble doing is memorizing scripture. It is the greatest 
opportunity for us to be able to protect ourselves and our family against the evil that surrounds us in this 
world. From the very beginning of His ministry, Jesus was being attacked by Satan as He was praying and 
preparing in the wilderness or desert. As we have seen before, each moment allowed Jesus to respond with 
the Word of God... Why? Because it gives us power and strength to overcome anything that may surround 
us. I find it crazy that many times we totally mess up scripture. We kinda add or subtract a few words here 
and there so that it sounds like we want it to sound. WARNING>>WARNING >> DANGER WILL 
ROBINSON!! God tells us that we should not add or take away from His word.. WOE BE UNTO US! But 
in serious reality, we must be ready and prepared to ALWAYS give an answer to anyone who asks us about 
anything about GOD. One of the strongest components that we have to help us through this process is... 
you guessed it SCRIPTURE! 

SO here is what I am asking you to do. Over the next 40 days I will provide a daily Scripture verse for 
your students to begin memorizing Today. Our 40 Days will end on May 22nd…Same as the devos, 
Monday-Friday for 8 weeks. So as a parent... I would like for you to begin this journey with your family. 
Your assignment if you decide to take it, is to clearly HELP and SUPPORT your student along the way. 
Get a dry erase marker and every night, either write a scripture verse on their mirror in the bathroom so 
that they can see it in the morning, or rewrite it on a piece of paper and place it in their lunchbox or book 
bag... or try this, find a creative way for them to begin learning the verses on a daily basis. You will have 
to study yourself as well and see just how much God will bring your family closer to each other and more 
importantly closer to HIM! 

So the challenge is for the next 40 Days to spend time “LEARNING” not just memorizing scripture, but 
LEARNING the scripture in hopes that they will be able to make it a part of their life. Have them take out 
their Bibles EVERY day and underline the scripture. Say the verse together as you sit down at the table for 
dinner.. As I said, challenge them to participate and in turn, we will be challenged as well. 



As we read Isaiah’s passage today, I firmly believe in what it is saying. As we see how God continues to 
take care of His creation, we are witness that God has a plan and a purpose for all things. God has 
provided for us a tool in hopes that we are able to take it in as the BREAD of LIFE and drink it as though 
it will provide within us a WELLSPRING of LIFE. In both instances I hope that you see that God has 
given us an amazing tool for raising our families and in doing so it is our job to help them understand the 
importance of CONSUMING it on a daily basis. 

TODAY our Journey begins for 40 Days of preparation for what the next stage of our journey will be in 
Phase 2. 40 DAYS was the amount that Jesus prepared in the wilderness as He was trying to begin God’s 
next stage for His life...Doesn’t really sound like a bad idea to me. I pray that you will join us on this 
preparation stage of this journey. The commitment will continue to get a little harder with each phase, but 
I promise if you let God take control and receive His word each day, it will not return empty but will 
accomplish the purpose for why God has directed us all to this point. Buckle up... It’s going to be an 
AWESOME ride! AMEN 

Today’s Memory Verse: 

For God so loved, the world that He gave His only begotten SON, that whosever believes in Him should 
not perish, but have everlasting life. John 3:16 KJV 

*DISCLAIMER: Sorry all of the cards I could find were in King James Version. Please feel free to use 
your version. Started you off with an easy one. 

Today’s Scripture: 

10 As the rain and the snow come down from heaven, and do not return to it without watering the earth 
and making it bud and flourish, so that it yields seed for the sower and bread for the eater, 11 so is my 
word that goes out from my mouth: It will not return to me empty, but will accomplish what I desire and 
achieve the purpose for which I sent it. 



Family Faith Connection Week 9/Day 2  

Scripture Reference: Acts 4:11-14 COURAGE 

*Read today’s Scripture Verses: 

Courage to stand. One of the hardest moments in our lives is the ability to take the time to speak when the 
chance arises. We are able to hear so many people bash God and we just sit back and allow it to happen. 
We are in fear that if we begin a conversation or debate, we will be unprepared to really be able to defend 
the gospel properly...so what do we do... We just stand there and allow the words to be said and we shake 
them off with the understanding that it didn’t effect me... but didn’t it? 

In understanding the idea of the 40 day challenge mixed with our Phase 1 Family journey, we have always 
wanted to have the knowledge to speak. We have always wanted to have the courage to go and face a 
giant that we have created because of our inability to study and be prepared to read and defend God’s 
word. So in essence it really has affected us in the point that we feel ashamed or down trodden because we 
were unable to give an answer when asked the question... we were unable to allow God the opportunity to 
speak through us and our courage as well as our assurance about the fullness of God in us is shaken. We 
think... if I cannot defend my faith, am I strong Christian in the first place. And of course the answer is 
YES... It is in the times when our faith is tested that we must stand firm and dig deep to find the assurance 
of God in our lives. This is another reason for this 40 Day Challenge. 

So I hope that you are willing to take the challenge as well. I hope and pray that you will continue to take 
a daily bite out of God’s word in hopes of training your heart, mind and soul to be ready to respond with 
the moment draws near. Courage is not easy... in fact there are many occasions in the New Testament 
where we see that the disciples failed because they did not have the courage to believe... even with JESUS 
standing right there in front of them... they still doubted in the storm, the still had problems with the 
crowds, they still tried to deny children, and they were arguing over who was to be God’s right hand man. 
Instead of taking the courage to stand and be accounted before God, they just took the time to try and 
understand Jesus instead of accepting Him as the Son of God. 

Courage means that we have to take the step to enCOURAGE others as well. Here is where our families 
come into the picture. I hope and pray you will continue to encourage your families in the reading and 
digesting of God’s word. As we found out yesterday, it will not return empty, however it will not be given 
the opportunity to work in our lives unless we are willing to have the courage to stop, open it, and try to 
consume it one bite at a time... or in our case, one verse at a time. The goal has been set and the challenge 
is before us. For the last part of Phase 1 I am asking that you partake in this journey of self-discipline and 
courage to say no to the world and yes to God’s word. 



*Today’s goal is to try and make flash cards. Easiest way to do it is to take a 3x5 index card and write the 
memory verse of the day on one card for each family member. They can carry it around with them all day 
and in free moments, spend time in meditation over God’s word. Today we hear about salvation. The 
people were still trying to understand everything that went on at Pentecost, and they continued to question 
whether or not Jesus was real. We see that the verse begins with the idea that the world rejected the most 
vital part of our foundations.. the cornerstone aka Jesus, which will now be the one who also is the final 
judge and end all on the building, our lives, that is in constant construction. We see that only through 
Jesus can we be saved. Seeing the example of Peter and John willing to stand firm after seeing the beating 
and destruction of Christ, the people finally realized the power and strength of God that must live in each 
of us. 

The courageous act was to go back after everyone had turned their back and be willing to stand and speak 
the word of God to the world. So too is our step of courage today. I hope that you don’t keep this 40 day 
challenge just to you and your family. After hearing all of the discord in our nation, I pray that you share 
an opportunity to begin rebuilding this amazing country that was established for the freedom to profess 
God with courage. It starts with taking the time to train our families in understanding ALL of the facets of 
our country, not just one election. If you truly want to take our country back for God... Take the time and 
the COURAGE to open God’s word and consume it so that no matter the situation we will have the 
STRENGTH TO OVERCOME. Please listen to Jeremy Camp’s song overcome.. listened especially to the 
lyrics of the bridge.. 

We will overcome, by the blood of the Lamb and the WORDS of our TESTIMONY Everyone, Overcome 

AMEN 

Today’s Memory Verse: 

Salvation is found in no one else, for there is no other name under heaven given to mankind by which we 
must be saved.”Acts 4:12 

Today’s Scripture: 

11 ︎Jesus is “‘the stone you builders rejected, which has become the cornerstone.’[a] 12 ︎Salvation is found 
in no one else, for there is no other name under heaven given to mankind by which we must be saved.” 
13︎When they saw the courage of Peter and John and realized that they were unschooled, ordinary men, 
they were astonished and they took note that these men had been with Jesus. 14︎But since they could see 
the man who had been healed standing there with them, there was nothing they could say. Acts 4:11-14 



Family Faith Connection Week 9/Day 3  

Scripture Reference: Romans 1:11-17  

PICTURE OF FAITH 
*Read today’s Scripture Verses: 

Look at the picture below: 

 YOUR  
PICTURE  

HERE 
What do you see? In understanding our time today, I want you to take a picture with your family. It does 
not have to be one that is perfect, but I want you to take a picture of your family and have it developed for 
every person in your family. In doing so, I have found that for me to be able to continue to remind myself 
of the goal ahead of me, I have to have a vision of the goal I want to attain. The same is true with our 
families. Today, I want you to place a picture of your family somewhere in your car, in your room, on your 
desk, as many places that you go and plant yourself in order to keep your eye on the prize....YOUR 
FAMILY! In doing so I want it to be a constant reminder of the things that many times suffer when we 
sometimes choose the world over our family. I want to stand as a reminder for others that your family is 
something that is the most important blessings that we have EVER received. Every where we look, I hope 
that we see a face of our family and stop and spend time in prayer. YES, I want it to be the same picture.. 
there is a reason for that, but I will explain that tomorrow. 

In today’s scripture, Paul is saying that to the Christian group in Rome. In his letter, he is trying to plant 
inside his mind a picture of those that are continuing on the journey with God. He envisions their lives and 
their struggles, and continues to provide for them a word of encouragement in their faith. The major verse 
comes to us today from verse 16: For I am not ashamed of the gospel, because it is the power of God that 
brings salvation to everyone who believes.. Are we so confident in our faith. Are we so intimate with our 
family and our friends that we have the power and strength to share the amazing love of Christ that has 
been given to us? 



This is where the picture begins. I want you to take this picture, print it out, so that your family can begin 
to testify to what God means to your family. If your children are caring it around, they will have the 
opportunity to tell others about what God is doing in their lives. If you continue to have this picture 
everywhere, it will open up conversations about your family and give you the chance to tell how God has 
been working in your life and in your families life over the last 2 months. Family is powerful, and I know 
that sometimes we feel as though we may be stuck in a rut in the mud digging deeper and deeper. But 
understand this one amazing thing... God is in that picture. As you begin to think outside the box, realize 
that God is in each and every person that 

is standing, sitting, smiling, frowning, crying, etc... God is all around and no better place should we be 
able to see that picture of God than in each of our families. For in the gospel, righteousness is revealed... 
a righteousness that is in your family! SAY CHEESE... AMEN 

Today’s Memory Verse: 

16︎For I am not ashamed of the gospel, because it is the power of God that brings salvation to everyone 
who believes: first to the Jew, then to the Gentile. Romans 1:16 

Today’s Scripture Verses: 

11 ︎I long to see you so that I may impart to you some spiritual gift to make you strong— 12︎that is, that you 
and I may be mutually encouraged by each other’s faith. 13︎I do not want you to be unaware, brothers and 
sisters,[a] that I planned many times to come to you (but have been prevented from doing so until now) in 
order that I might have a harvest among you, just as I have had among the other Gentiles. 14︎I am 
obligated both to Greeks and non-Greeks, both to the wise and the foolish. 15︎That is why I am so eager to 
preach the gospel also to you who are in Rome. 16︎For I am not ashamed of the gospel, because it is the 
power of God that brings salvation to everyone who believes: first to the Jew, then to the Gentile. 17︎For in 
the gospel the righteousness of God is revealed—a righteousness that is by faith from first to last,[b] just 
as it is written: “The righteous will live by faith.” 



Family Faith Connection Week 9/Day 4  

Scripture Reference: Philippians 1:3-11  

UNITED or UNTIED 
*Read today’s Scripture Verses: 

As we begin today, we continue to strive to move forward in our journey together. As many of us have 
found, 2 things have really caused us to struggle... One finding the time to keep ourselves moving forward 
during our Phase 1 Family studies and now the craziness of adding a 40 day challenge into the mix. It 
seems as though we were able to finally get things really moving forward, and now we have added a new 
element that really throws us for a loop. Pause, take a breath, and realize something. First, we will also 
gear our daily Bible reading to the memory verse that we are supposed to learn... so we have taken a lot 
off of your mind by helping to reiterate the scripture and our Phase 1 Family study for the next 34 days. 
Second, breath.. it’s going to be ok. Just understand that in all things God is going to offer you an amazing 
opportunity to become UNITED with your family during this journey and hopefully not become UNTIED. 

Crazy how those words are so similar and still so completely opposite. As you can see, if you move one 
letter the word goes from being something that is in peace and harmony with each other, into something 
that is completely frayed and discombobulated. One simple letter that can cause us to go from being on 
solid ground to feel as though we are sinking up to our heads in quicksand... Do you know what the letter 
is? You guessed it “I”. Funny how we can reposition the letter “I” into one spot and it can cause us so 
much harmony or headache. Well I want us to go a little deeper than that today. 

As we read the scripture verse today, we see that Paul is offering his prayers and support because of the 
bond that is holding them UNITED, even though they are hundreds of miles apart. There is a bond, a 
family bond, that continues to hold a family together regardless of the distance. There is a bond that many 
of us are holding together because of the journey we are taking together to strengthen our families. We are 
ALL facing many of the same struggles, and satan is doing the best that he can to try and deter us... But 
understand what Paul is also saying in our main verse for today.. That God that began with us on this 
journey over 2 months ago is going to continue to UNITE with us on a daily basis until this journey ends 
in eternity. So in other words, we are UNITED together in the same cause, fighting the same battle for the 
hearts, minds and souls of every member of our family. In doing so, our love for each other will grow as 
new members of our family begin this journey and we all are able to help each other through the struggles 
and the successes. So, now let’s look at the other side of things. 

Now, we take a journey on the other side of the coin. What if our lives were UNTIED.. A simple spelling 
mistake can honestly cause us so much anguish, frustration and pain. To be UNTIED, means that we are 
unable to follow through because it always seems as though something is going wrong. Being UNTIED we 
find ourselves always putting everything else before God and only offering Him the leftovers. We continue 
to allow ourselves to make excuses and rationalize the fact that everything will be ok and we will try and 
catch up tomorrow...but it seems as though tomorrow never becomes today. Look at the two words below: 

united untied 



As mentioned before the biggest difference is the letter “I”, or in other words US. It’s all based on where 
we want to be positioned when it comes to our journey with our families and God. Now I told you this was 
going to get a little deeper, so here we go.. Let’s just say for arguments sake the letter “T” in both words 
represents the cross. When we have our focus on God, the “I” is always before the cross, or in other words 
our vision will continue to focus on God because we hold the cross before us in our sight as a beacon of 
hope and a point of reference. However, when we place the “I” after the letter “T”, we see that we have 
put the message of the cross behind us and we fail to see where God is leading because we are more 
focused on maintaining our lives instead of denying who we are and taking up our cross to follow Him. 
Funny how the position of one little thing, “I” can make our lives a part of God’s story of completion, or 
almost drive us to destruction. My prayer for us today is to determine where “I” want to be in regards to 
our personal journey and God’s direction for our families. Are you UNITED or coming UNTIED at all 
points... it might be because we have taken our focus off of Christ and His path for our lives. AMEN 

Today’s Memory Verse: 

6︎Being confident of this, that he who began a good work in you will carry it on to completion until the day 
of Christ Jesus. 

Today’s Scripture Verse:  

3 I thank my God every time I remember you. 4 In all my prayers for all of you, I always pray with joy 5 
because of your partnership in the gospel from the first day until now, 6 being confident of this, that he 
who began a good work in you will carry it on to completion until the day of Christ Jesus. 7 It is right for 
me to feel this way about all of you, since I have you in my heart and, whether I am in chains or defending 
and confirming the gospel, all of you share in God’s grace with me. 8 God can testify how I long for all of 
you with the affection of Christ Jesus. 9 And this is my prayer: that your love may abound more and more 
in knowledge and depth of insight, 10 so that you may be able to discern what is best and may be pure and 
blameless for the day of Christ, 11 filled with the fruit of righteousness that comes through Jesus Christ—
to the glory and praise of God. 



Family Faith Connection, End Week 9  

Scripture Reference: Isaiah 41:9-10  

REJECTION 
*Read today’s Scripture Verses: 

So we see the end of another week and as we have continue with this week’s theme, today I offer another 
perspective. REJECTION. One of the hardest scenarios that anyone who is preaching the gospel or trying 
to teach God’s word is the fear of REJECTION. We have all felt it from time to time.. Whether we were the 
last one selected for the team or not even selected at all. Whether a boyfriend or girlfriends or just friends 
in general have chosen to not be in your life...it is something that is very difficult to handle, and for many 
of us we have carried those feelings of REJECTION into our adult lives. So many times we see that we are 
so dependent on the love and acceptance of others that many times we fall into a pit and allow others to 
run all over us because it is better for us to choose to lose and not to be accepted than not to be picked in 
the first place. 

So today, this is a very difficult subject to address.... Have you or any member of your family ever been 
rejected for your faith? Now think about that for a moment before you answer. Let me shed a little more 
light on the question... Have you ever rejected God in the moment when God needed to be revealed? I 
mean because of our greater desire to be accepted, sometimes we fall into the crowd and refuse to stand 
up to others because we crave acceptance more than be the ONE that was rejected by others and having 
to relive those childhood fears all over again. But have you rejected GOD in front of your family? Yes, I 
asked the difficult question... Have you ever lived a life in front of your family in which you completely 
rejected God or what you firmly claim to stand for in the first place? How do you think they reacted to 
that? Many times what they see you accept and what they see you reject is what they develop as their 
CORE values. In other words, if you only treat church on Sundays as a have to go because you are 
suppose to go, then your children will begin rejecting the place where we are suppose to come and honor 
God with our worship, because they saw you reject it through your actions when they were kids. Also, if 
you reject spending time with God in your home... guess what, they will come to define God as just being 
at church and will continue to live two separate lives... one on Sundays and Wednesdays and another one 
every other day of the week.. Why do I feel like Peter right now awaiting a rooster to crow... WOW! 

Tomorrow, I want you to actually make a mark every time you have an opportunity to share the message of 
God at home, at work, or even to a complete stranger and you REJECT the opportunity to do so. In your 
notebooks, just place a mark like a tally sheet and see just how many times we reject the love and grace 
and mercy of Christ by deciding not to profess that we are Christians. I know this is a tough walk today... I 
know you probably were not expecting this...but after 45 days... it’s time we all open our eyes to the missed 
opportunities we have every day. 



In today’s scripture, we see that God is telling us through Isaiah, that we have nothing to fear. Even 
though the world will continue to reject us, and even though we feel as though we don’t have the right 
words to say, the God of all creation, took us from the ends of the earth and chose us to be His own. He 
will give us the strength that we need to be His servants no matter what our past has taught us. I mean I 
know it is hard to understand this, but the God of ALL the universe has said that He has chosen us... and 
that He will NOT REJECT us. So we must stand fearless... and believe in the words that He says... “I am 
with you... I will strengthen you and HELP you.” I don’t know about you but that is something pretty 
powerful to me, and I hope that by realizing our flaws, we are able to share with our families that God is 
going to be with them as well whenever and where ever we are proclaiming His gospel to the world. 

Final Thoughts: Understand the #1 fear of almost EVERY person on earth is the fear of rejection... Let’s 
be honest... it’s true, but what if we are able to instill into our families the power and strength of 
fearlessness and glory and honor for God. What if, we were finally able to step over our fears by helping 
our family to feel the power and strength of God as WE come together as a family. Spend time tonight 
asking them if they have ever been rejected by their friends or teammates and how did that make them 
feel? Because the moments they are experiencing now will continue to be carried throughout the rest of 
their lives... and the time is NOW to help them overcome REJECTION. God created us all with a peace of 
self-assurance, it just takes faith in a God who is bigger and greater than the struggles we face on a daily 
basis.. Don’t wait for a rooster to crow... take the initiative now and right the boat in hopes of truly 
developing within our families a realization of God’s power over the world. AMEN 

Today's memory verse: So do not fear, for I am with you; do not be dismayed, for I am your God. I will 
strengthen you and help you; I will uphold you with my righteous right hand. Isaiah 41:10 

Today's Scripture Verse: I took you from the ends of the earth, from its farthest corners I called you. I 
said, ‘You are my servant’; I have chosen you and have not rejected you. So do not fear, for I am with you; 
do not be dismayed, for I am your God. I will strengthen you and help you; I will uphold you with my 
righteous right hand. (Isaiah 41:9, 10 NIV84) 



Family Faith Connection Week 10/ Day 1 

Scripture Reference: 2 Corinthians 6:14-18 

THE LAW OF THE CHAIR 
*Read today’s Scripture Verses:

So here we go today... one of the hardest scripture verses that Paul has given us in relation to 
relationships. I could easily begin by stating the obvious, that through this scripture God is warning us of 
getting married to unbelievers and the struggles that marriages will face, but the harder thing is today, 
that if you look at the relationship between many Christians in the church today, the average is about the 
same when it comes to divorce...about 50%, which continues to blow my mind as it comes to families.

However, today I am going to continue from our theme from week 9. As we continue to build our 
foundations- as a person, as a family, as a Christian- have you ever found it really hard to hold on to your 
Christian morals when you are around non-Christian people.. Is it the same with your family? One of the 
coolest lessons I ever learned in youth ministry was the LAW OF THE CHAIR. Funny thing is that I have 
never really thought just how real this example could be in our lives. Let’s say we have 2 people. 1 a 
Christian and the other a Non-Christian. The chair represents the foundation that we continue to hold on 
to as we are building our foundations with God. Next we ask the Christian to sit in the chair and get 
comfortable and we ask the non- Christian to sit on the ground criss-cross apple sauce style, or indian 
style is what I learned it to be. When both people are in the correct position, our goal is to ask the 
Christian sitting in the chair to try and pull the non-Christian to a standing position. This is with no help 
from the non- Christian besides offering his hands to hold on to... As the Christian continues to struggle 
and struggle and grunt... one will soon realize that it is almost impossible for the non-Christian to be 
moved. However, if we reverse the situation... and now ask the non-Christian to attempt to pull the 
Christian from the chair... one will find that the non-Christian will have little to no resistance to pull the 
Christian from the foundation that they have been building onto the floor.

Why does that matter and why is it so easy you may ask? For the same reason that our scripture verse 
talks about today. In the world, it is so much easier for us to go along with the crowd. We find ourselves 
meshing in during their tasteless, sexist, racist, jokes laughing and wondering if anyone is watching. We 
even go to the extent of trying to come up with those jokes as well... WHY? Because the life of the world is 
so enticing. I mean that is the whole reason that Eve took the first bite, because she became enticed by the 
world and wanting to know the unknown... And don’t worry, Adam was right their with her... He made his 
own choice to take of the forbidden fruit as well. It just makes sense that our sinful natures makes us crave 
and desire the things that are forbidden. And once we have indulged into the practice, it is as if we have 
been doing it our whole lives, and the things we feel as though we can handle at one time have now gotten 
completely out of control.. We have been pulled from our chair and rested with the world.

So today here is our challenge. In the beginning of this journey, I asked you to make a list of things to 
begin praying for in regards to your family. Today, I am asking whether or not you can answer this 
question: Do you know 10 of your husband’s, wife’s, or children’s closest friends? If you do, I would like 
for you to write their name down in your notebook and begin praying for them right now. As far as your 
children go... are they surrounding themselves with friends that are godly? Another crazy phrase I have 
always heard is this, “If you lie down with dogs, you will get fleas”. The friends your sons/daughters hang 
around with are some of the most influential people in their lives. Do you know their families? Do you 
know if they are Christians? Do you know that even the way they learn in school is based on the people 



that they are around? How much do you honestly know about your son or daughter’s friends? Are you 
willing to take the time to investigate them because you do want to know. Now understand I am not saying 
we cannot have friends that are not Christian, I am saying you need to know what battles you are fighting 
before you realize just how far behind in the war you have already gotten.

Final thought: How about your friends? Make a list of your 10 closest friends and influencers on your 
family. Begin praying for them as well. Begin asking God to give you the opportunity to reach them 
through their families. If they are such close and good friends, why don’t we share with them the greatest 
gift we have... ETERNITY.

I love the LAW OF THE CHAIR.. It keeps me humbled and focused on God’s path for my family. I never 
say I don’t get pulled to the floor, I am human... but I try my best to find a way to help the other person 
begin to build a chair of their own. I cannot make the decision for them, I must lead them to understand 
that they have to build a foundation for themselves.. I can provide the materials, but they have to put it all 
together if it is going to mean anything to them. AMEN

Today’s Memory Verse:

14 Do not be yoked together with unbelievers. For what do righteousness and wickedness have in 
common? Or what fellowship can light have with darkness?

Today’s Scripture Verses: 
14 Do not be yoked together with unbelievers. For what do righteousness and wickedness have in 
common? Or what fellowship can light have with darkness? 15 What harmony is there between Christ and 
Belial? Or what does a believer have in common with an unbeliever? 
16 What agreement is there between the temple of God and idols? For we are the temple of the living God. 
As God has said: “I will live with them and walk among them, and I will be their God, and they will be 
my people.” 17 Therefore,“Come out from them and be separate, 
says the Lord. Touch no unclean thing, and I will receive you.” 18 And, “I will be a Father to you, and you 
will be my sons and daughters, says the Lord Almighty.”

 



Family Faith Connection Week 10/ Day 2 

Scripture Reference: Matthew 11:28-30 

EGG SHAPED FAITH 
*Read today’s Scripture Verses:

Funny how we continue to see Jesus giving us examples for Yokes.. It continues to remind me of the story I 
have heard so many times about chickens. Do you know that there is a very important reason that it takes 
time for chickens to hatch. Now, understand I am looking from the perspective of the time of incubation to 
the time a chick literally walks out of its shell. Hard to believe that it only takes between 21-24 days for 
the entire process to finalize. In other words, 21 days after the egg is laid, the egg will hatch and a new life 
will begin. During this incubation process, the life inside the egg is being protected, nurtured, and 
strengthen, by..you guessed it the yoke. The Yoke helps to give the chick a place to grow and live until the 
day finally comes when they are ready to break out of their shell. The YOKE continues to give the chick all 
that they will need until they are ready to break free from their temporary home.

WOW! That could preach...couldn’t it? As we see today’s scripture, we continue to see Jesus telling us that 
we are to take on His YOKE.. In other words, allow Him to surround us and nurture us until the day we 
are finally ready to be set free from all of the stress, burdens, frustrations, etc... that continues to come 
with our daily lives. Here Jesus is letting us know that HE is willing to teach and protect us in everything 
that we do if we are just willing to accept His guidance. He is willing to help us find the peace and rest 
that many of us are searching for because of all of the craziness that is surrounding our every day lives.

But here is where the hard part comes... the next stage in the process is breaking free. Once the egg is 
mature and ready to hatch, the chick must then be willing to break free from the yoke and begin working to 
break away at the hard shell in order that they may live. Now 2 things occur here... First, the chick only 
has a certain amount of time to break free of the shell or they will possibly die. Second, no one can help 
them break free.. they must be willing to do this completely on their own. True story.. I remember asking a 
farmer one time why in the world that they don’t help the little chicks break out of their shells as they seem 
to be struggling to survive. The farmer told me, that unless the chick is able to totally break free by 
themselves they would not have the strength to survive. Sure enough, I watched as someone tried to help 
the chick out of their shell... 5 minutes later the new born chick was dead because they did not have the 
strength to walk because that is part of the process that breaking out of the egg teaches them. They are 
given strength and fortitude when they are breaking out of their shells in hopes of training them to survive 
in the world that is outside of the shell.

So today, that is where we are heading. In understanding our scripture, know that Jesus is there to help us 
and teach us... to prepare us for the moment that life is calling us to break out of our shells. Also note, that 
we only have a short amount of time on this earth. Many may think that 70 plus years is not a small 
amount of time, but in perspective to everything else... it’s a short amount of time. We must receive the 
teaching that Christ is giving us and when we are ready.. begin to break out of our shells and let the world 
hear the story of our strength and faith in Christ. Also, we too must surround our families with this same 
YOKE that God has been so willing to give to us. We are called to nurture, protect, train and prepare them 
for the day that they are ready to break out of their shells. Understand too that even when we want to 
make sure that our children succeed, we cannot do all of this for them. They must break out of the shell 
and ask God into their lives. If we try to help them and do everything for them... we will find our families 
similar to the chick who I watched die. In doing everything for our children, we hamper their ability to 



take ownership of their spiritual lives and we hinder their ability to reason, persevere and grow strong 
foundations in CHRIST.

I know that many times we have heard that these are our children and we are going to do everything that 
we can to help them...And trust me I am with you 100%... But listen to the example from the EGG 
SHAPED FAITH. Mother hens are there to protect and keep their children up until the day they are ready 
to break free. God is the same way with us. From the beginning of time He has been hovering over our 
lives in hopes of the day we are ready to break free. He will never leave us or forsake us, but He does 
allow us to stumble and fail in hopes that we can understand the need we have for His power and strength. 
However, we have to find a way to break free and take a step of faith that He is calling us to do. So too is 
the story of our families. Today, I am asking that you begin challenging them to take the YOKE of God, 
HIS WORD, and begin to feed. I am asking that you pray that your family will continue to incubate their 
lives for the time and moment you are ready to break free. God will be there, but WE must take the step of 
faith and break free from all of the burdens that surrounds our life. God is ready to give us peace and rest, 
if we would just allow HIM the privilege to come into our lives and prepare for the journey that is before 
us. AMEN

Today’s Scripture & Memory Verse:

28 “Come to me, all you who are weary and burdened, and I will give you rest. 29 Take my yoke upon 
you and learn from me, for I am gentle and humble in heart, and you will find rest for your souls. 30 For 
my yoke is easy and my burden is light.” Matthew 11:28-30



Family Faith Connection Week 10/ Day 3 

Scripture Reference: Romans 8:24-28 

HOPE BEYOND SIGHT 
*Read today’s Scripture Verses:

There are so many things in our life that we hope for... A better future, a healthy family, happiness, but 
how many times are we able to hope with assurance? I know that we really do see many issues concerning 
how we hope and pray our lives to be better, but how many days go by that allows us to live the same day 
over and over and over again without anything even changing at all. We find our lives in literal cruise 
control and we cannot believe that anything is going to get any better than this. I remember a numerous 
amount of commercials sponsored by one of the big brands of beers companies where their motto was, 
"Life can't get any better than this"... and then something greater would happen over and over and over 
again. They continued to sell a dream that many people wanted to believe could happen to them. Why is it 
so easy to buy into a fantasy life? Who has sold us a reality that life, as bad or as great as it may be, 
cannot get any better?

A story I once heard tells of a very famous tight rope walker who came into town. As he walked the streets, 
crowds gathered and followed him like an entourage encouraging him all the way. He proclaimed to the 
crowd that he was going to perform the most dangerous act he has ever attempted and the crowd roared 
with excitement. He announced that he was going to walk between the two highest buildings in the town 
pushing a wheelbarrow with the opportunity of breaking a world record and the crowd began to roar 
uncontrollably. As the crowd continued with the man, they entered the building in which he was going to 
the very top floor. People fought to get in line to see this amazing feat. As they got to the top floor of the 
building, the man added a new caveat to his now breathtaking opportunity. He proclaimed he would 
attempt this stunt blindfolded. Never had anyone witnessed such a death defying stunt. As most of the town 
gathered, cheering loudly, the man had one more request. He said in order for this amazing stunt to be 
validated, I must have someone sit in the wheelbarrow and go with me. Immediately the crowd went deafly 
silent. The man asked again, will no one go with me? And to his dismay, one by one the crowd left, until 
eventually the famous tight rope walker was left standing alone.

This story is so much like us in our daily journeys. In so many ways we want to jump on the bandwagon 
and shout for joy to support the things we hope might change our lives. It may be a new diet supplement, a 
new workout machine, a tanner body, I don't know, but we hope that this next best thing may give us the 
answers that we are searching for, only to be let down and filled with hopelessness and regret. The crowd 
was all supportive as long as they didn't have to physically participate. They wanted to see the amazing 
life, but when asked to join in, they almost immediately walked away, because they lacked the confidence 
to believe in something

they have never seen. So may be true in our family journey. The potential results sound great, but we too 
lack the hope and confidence that true change is going to occur.

Today we see the same opportunity in our journey. Having blind faith is very scary and costly. In our 
personal walk we have to determine the sacrifices we are willing to undergo with the blind assurance of 
what the outcome might be. Paul is encouraging the Romans to hope beyond what is seen. In other words, 
it is very easy to believe there is a chair to sit on when we see the chair. Blindfolded and asked to sit 
because there is someone telling us there is a chair, we begin to doubt and squat slowly down until we feel 



the chair and then with full confidence we plunge. On this family journey, we are blindly going where 
many of us have never gone before. I am asking you to continue to walk by faith and not by sight for the 
things we hope to instill within our families. 10 weeks ago, many of you had doubts about being able to 
spend time in prayer and talking about God to your family. 10 weeks later, the hope of what you wanted to 
see change has now become a reality. God has now become a part of your life on a daily basis and 
hopefully a part of your family time as well. I'm not saying you haven't stumbled or faltered, but the hope 
and desire to reclaim your family for God is hopefully not just a fad or whim but a deep desire that is 
directed by the Spirit of God. In 10 weeks, all of us should be experiencing a change in some way. Either 
God has been able to open our eyes to the needs of our family, or possibly began to truly set a stronger 
foundation in our personal walk. Change has occurred, slowly and surely, but investing time in God's 
word and prayer will not just fall to the ground, but will continue to allow God the opportunity to renovate 
our families from the inside out.

Final Thought: Throughout these weeks, we have hoped that God would give us a way to rekindle a desire 
to spend time with our families. For the weeks to come, our hope should now be past the desire to spend 
time with family and move with strong assurance and a hope beyond sight that we will now see 
transformation within our families hearts start to occur. The table is being set for God to show up... The 
only question is who is still willing to invite our families to sit together at the table and to be fed for 
eternity. Amen

Today's Memory Verse:And we know that in all things God works for the good of those who love him, 
who have been called according to his purpose. Romans 8:28

Today's Scripture Verses:

For in this hope we were saved. But hope that is seen is no hope at all. Who hopes for what they already 
have? But if we hope for what we do not yet have, we wait for it patiently. In the same way, the Spirit 
helps us in our weakness. We do not know what we ought to pray for, but the Spirit himself intercedes for 
us through wordless groans. And he who searches our hearts knows the mind of the Spirit, because the 
Spirit intercedes for God's people in accordance with the will of God. And we know that in all things God 
works for the good of those who love him, who have been called according to his purpose. (Romans 
8:24-28 NIV)

 



Family Faith Connection Week 10/ Day 4

Scripture Reference: James 1:19-25 
DO AS I SAY NOT AS I DO 
*Read today’s Scripture Verses:

One of the hardest things I have learned in my personal journey with God is to let go. Understand this is a 
process... I am still learning. I know that sounds crazy, but for me I have struggled for a large part of my 
life being a control freak. I remember many times when I kept saying to myself, this time is going to be 
different, I'm going to designate someone else this task so that I can build new leaders and take some of 
the stress out of my life. Only to turn around and seem to micromanage the situation so much that I found 
myself literally creating more work for myself. I would walk with them every step of the way and then do it 
all over again because of one little flaw. I was looking for the mistake so that I could jump in and feel as 
though I had to save the day. Does this sound familiar?

So many times in our lives we are so ready to do the same thing with God. We honestly claim that today 
God I am willing to give you my life, and then we turn around and want to micromanage every direction 
God is trying to steer us. We act as though God has no true idea what we need, and so we feel as though 
we need to help Him along the way. Really? We try to micromanage God? Yes, we do. When God is 
directing us, we seem to want to stop at different points along the journey and go our own way. Then when 
God seems to have given us a vision or a direction, we are not satisfied, because it does not exactly fit into 
our plans for the day. So we tweak it so that it actually fits the direction we were intending to go in the first 
place. Does this sound familiar?

Ok, let's look at this from a different perspective. As we go along on this journey, we are praying that God 
will help us to pour into our children to help them see God's direction for their lives. Lets be honest, many 
of us have already planned our kids future until the day they become a successful lawyer, doctor, sports 
star or even president of the United States. We have in our minds these amazing journeys of success, that 
given the talents and abilities that we see in them, we know they should be able to easily achieve... Even if 
we just have to push them a little bit. From the earliest stages of their lives we begin to choose which 
friends they should have... what grades they should be making...which college they should be attending... 
what jobs they should get...even which person they should marry. And the funny thing is, we find ourselves 
living vicariously through our kids a life we tried to live ourselves. The scary point is we get so frustrated 
when their decisions don't match up with our ideas, or their results don't exactly come out the way we 
planned. See we want the same things for our kids that God has been asking of us... And funny thing is, 
God has a better future in store for us as well if we would just listen to His voice and do what He says.

But just like us, our kids have their own ideas for what their future holds. As we continue to try and 
micromanage God's plan for our lives, we then expect our kids to listen to us. Funny thing is they are only 
doing the same thing they see us doing in our lives. We listen to God... We act as though we hear what He 
is saying, and then we turn around and do whatever we want to do. Before God even said the first word, 
we have already shut out his voice, which at this point sounds like the voice of Charlie Brown's teacher. 
We are shaking our heads in agreement, but in reality we are going to go ahead and do whatever we had 
already decided to do in the first place. Have your children ever done that to you? You spend what seems 
like hours telling them what you want them to do and what they are not supposed to do and they are 
shaking their heads and you feel as though you have gotten through to them. Then all of a sudden you find 
yourself in disarray when they are doing the exact thing you told them not to do... You feel angry, defeated 
and you question why they just cannot do the simple things you ask... Welcome to God's world.



Today's scripture is calling us to do just that. We are to find a way to actually let go of the control we are 
claiming over our lives and actually to do what God is calling us to do. We must get rid of all the things 
that we want to control and allow God the opportunity to once again direct our journey. And then the 
funny thing is... quit deceiving ourselves in thinking that what we want to do is what God is calling us to 
do... quit trying to make our plans His, and actually do what He is directing us to do. I love the last half of 
today's verses... James is telling us that when God is giving us this image or vision of what we should do 
and we decide not to do it... We completely forget what we look like because the picture of who God has 
intended us to be has vanished. But when we stop and take time to see who God is creating us to be, and 
allow His Word to honestly help pattern and direct our lives, we will truly receive freedom from the old 
patterns of this world and finally receive the blessings God has planned for our lives.

Final thought: I hope that all of us will take this message to heart today. I hope we want be like children 
and shake our heads and listen but think in our minds that we have a better plan. Be DOERS of the Word! 
Take and teach a spirit of humbleness to your family by being humble to the commands that God is giving 
you. Our children pass on our stories based on what they see in our lives. Many times that's why they 
never do what we ask them to... because they are modeling what they see in us when we act as though we 
are listening to God. AMEN

Today's Memory Verse: James 1:22

Do not merely listen to the word, and so deceive yourselves. Do what it says.

Today's Scripture Verses:

My dear brothers and sisters, take note of this: Everyone should be quick to listen, slow to speak and slow 
to become angry, because human anger does not produce the righteousness that God desires. Therefore, 
get rid of all moral filth and the evil that is so prevalent and humbly accept the word planted in you, which 
can save you. Do not merely listen to the word, and so deceive yourselves. Do what it says. Anyone who 
listens to the word but does not do what it says is like someone who looks at his face in a mirror and, after 
looking at himself, goes away and immediately forgets what he looks like. But whoever looks intently into 
the perfect law that gives freedom, and continues in it—not forgetting what they have heard, but doing it—
they will be blessed in what they do. (James 1:19-25 NIV)

 



Family Faith Connection,  End Week 10 

Scripture Reference: Galatians 2:20-21 

A CHILD'S STORY 
*Read today’s Scripture Verses:

Do you ever remember being a child and having something so AMAZING to tell your parents you could 
not even wait! I mean you were so excited because you finally had a story to tell and you felt like if you 
didn't tell the story right now you were going to explode. Then the next thing you know your parents finally 
gave you the moment to share your story and you just went everywhere. First you were walking down the 
road, then there was a big roller coaster, then you saw yourself in the mirror and the story kept bouncing 
around in circles until finally you just ended and was waiting on this AMAZING response from your 
parents as though you had just told the greatest story they have ever heard.... And the only response they 
gave was uh huh. Then we proceeded to tell the story again and all of a sudden we found ourselves in a 
completely different story filled with more amazing things and once again when we finished the response 
was uh huh.

I don't know about you, but that happens on a daily basis with me. Not just with my kids but also with 
teenagers. I find myself in the middle of these elaborate stories that are connected to twenty million things 
that have happened in their life and after trying to connect the dots, I find my ears and brain hurrying 
trying to catch the details so I can give this amazing response and literally all that I find myself saying is 
ok, really, awesome or uh huh. However, in the back of my mind I am thinking... Wow these kids have a 
story to tell. They really do. They are in the midst of some of the craziest things going on in their lives and 
they are trying to process how to relate their emotions, struggles, joys, passions, frustrations, etc... to us 
and to the world and the best we have is to shake our heads and say uh huh.

Here is where some of the issues I have found to arise occur. Many of us are so quick to try and find a way 
to answer or solve their problems we have completely shut out the main factors of the story in the first 
place. The test is whether or not you are actively listening to their story or you have to continuously ask 
them to repeat things multiple times because we cannot pause long enough ourselves to pay attention. We 
get half stories and provide many answers that our kids don't fully understand and then we blow it off to 
being too busy, too tired, or too unnecessary. In doing so we are also teaching our students just how 
irrelevant we perceive their lives to be and based on the answers that we give, which allows them to know 
if we were listening or not, will set a standard in their minds of whether or not they can be open to us later 
down the road or if they feel as though we are just going to blow them off. Funny how more willing I have 
seen students become when you are willing to stop and listen to the details of the small stuff. When they 
realize that you do care to hear their stories, it will open up the door for them to trust you with the heavier 
things that are rolling around in their head. We must be willing to hear their stories now in hopes of 
building a bridge of communication that later may be a life or death situation in the future.



Today we see Paul writing about a similar situation in his life to the people of Galatia. Paul is saying that 
his life story is no longer his own. Being crucified with Christ, he was willing to lay down the things that 
continued to hinder his opportunity to hear the Gospel. Because of his willingness to die to self, the story 
of Christ is living and breathing inside of his body. When Paul writes that the Son of God gave himself for 
me, he is saying that Christ was willing to push everything else aside to listen to Paul's story. Every day 
we are trying to find the one thing that will give us the answer to healing and understanding. Paul is 
telling us that it is only gained when we are willing to die to self and receive the amazing story of God's 
mercy. When we are willing to stop and listen and then do what it tells us to do, we find ourselves wanting 
to share the same message we have received. This gift of life is the story we should be dancing and 
jumping up and down to tell. It should be bouncing off the walls in reference to where we were once in 
darkness and lost and God was able to show us the light and the way home. We should be wanting to tell 
of all of the things God has been willing to do for us and how so many times God has protected us... Our 
stories should continue to be filled with a desire to want to tell EVERYTHING God has done... And then sit 
back and watch as others take it all in and hopefully say more than just uh huh.

Ending week 10 here's what I want you to try and do... Stop and listen to the stories of your children.. In 
fact if you can, have them write them down. Create a notebook with pieces of loose leaf paper where 
everyone can come together and share stories of what has happened to them each day. Make it a fun time 
or a time that will lead into prayer. If they had a bad day, encourage them to write it out so that they can 
express their need to forgive or be healed. Write down your stories of what God has done for you 
throughout the day. Share the struggles you had and during your daily devotion time as a family, read the 
stories out loud or maybe read them privately so that in your devotion time you can discuss them and lift 
them up in prayer. It may Starr with short awkward sentences, but we are just trying to reopen the lines of 
communication. The most important thing to do is find a way to give your child a voice. Help them find a 
way to once again talk and open up without you trying to solve their problems. Just stop and listen to their 
joys, their pains, and see where God is showing up in their lives. It's time we all started to be a little more 
honest in the fact that we have all closed down a lot of the lines of communication and in doing so built up 
walls inside our own homes. Listen to the story of a child of God searching for a voice to speak and you 
may be surprised just how much closer your family may grow. Yes it will be awkward at first, but the 
strength, trust and healing takes time. AMEN

Today's Memory & Today's Scripture Verses:

I have been crucified with Christ and I no longer live, but Christ lives in me. The life I now live in the 
body, I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave himself for me. I do not set aside the grace 
of God, for if righteousness could be gained through the law, Christ died for nothing!" (Galatians 2:20, 21 
NIV)



Family Faith Connection Week 11/Day 1 

Scripture Reference: 1 Timothy 4:12, 15 

STEADFAST HEART 
*Read today’s Scripture Verses:

Have you ever listened to your own heartbeat. I mean have you ever just been sitting around and all of a 
sudden you felt your heartbeat pulse throughout your body. Even though we cannot see it, we firmly 
believe that the heart is functioning and sometimes when everything is quiet, we are able to feel our life 
beating in rhythm.

One of the toughest things that we continue to seek in this journey is a steadfast heart. You may be asking 
what do I mean by that, and so I just wanted to give you a little more in depth study about where God is 
leading us today. As we hear our hearts beating, we don’t even consider the millions of things that is going 
on inside our bodies in order for us to function properly. I mean we don’t think about anything because we 
just get up and go. We just continue to believe that this well-oiled machine will keep on running at an 
amazing pace until the one day that we have that hiccup... and we are reminded of the human body that we 
are actually living with on a daily basis. For some of us, we have gathered the idea that we are no longer 
super human and we still struggle to even get out of the bed without some kind of medicinal help.

But here is where we are going today. Why is it that we never really stop and think about all the things that 
God has been able to protect us from until the times we seem to need Him the most. We just fully believe 
that God is going to take care of everything and as long as we wake up in the morning, we feel as though 
God has given us that freedom to once again be alive. We take so much for granted the opportunities we 
spend around the table eating Sunday Lunch together as as family.  I hope and pray that we just look 
around the table. From all of the headaches of the cooking and getting everything ready so that we can 
share an enormous meal together, I wish we would all pause and say that we would love to do this EVERY 
DAY! A steadfast rhythm to continue to give us everything that our hearts have yearned for.

Today I am not going to keep you long, but I am asking how much of these traditions are we all cutting 
short because of the hassle we see just trying to find time to get along and spend time together as a family. 
I hope that you will honestly pause and speak to your family about how thankful you truly are having them 
in your lives. I am thankful for you, and regardless of the craziness in the world, I have the chance to tell 
you of the AMAZING love and HEART of Christ. It’s not about the busyness of the day, but about the one 
who came and died in order that we could enjoy spending time together. It is the one who continued to 
spend all of His time trying to find a home in our hearts.

Over the next week I am asking you to give time in THANKS. I am asking that you continue writing in the 
journals about things that you are thankful for because of the blessings that God has graced us with 
during this time. Then I want you to find a way not to forget them. Not to just let the prayers you share and 
the time around family to go to waste. Many of us that are still fortunate to have another holiday to spend 
with our loved ones really need to stop and see the heartbeat of our family.... we need to be diligent in 
sharing our love for our parents, grandparents, cousins, even uncle Larry... because for some odd reason, 
God has knit this family together to be one. One in Heart, One in Mind, One in Spirit.



Never forget the stedfast heartbeat that is still trying to keep you going. Remember the hardest lessons that 
we learn are the ones we never took time to study. Study your extended family over the next few days and 
invite them to join with you on this journey. God’s Word is and will never be just ours, and the 
STEADFAST HEART of an AMAZING SAVIOR is waiting to beat in the hearts of everyone we know. We 
must remember to do as Paul has called us to do... be diligent and give yourselves WHOLLY to GOD and 
studying HIS WORD. Don’t not do your lessons and devotionals because you are away... Stand up and 
invite the rest of the family to join in... You may be surprised how you might have a chance to have 
another amazing family moment by allowing everyone to participate. And you might have the chance to 
share the love and mercy of God in the process. Don’t shy away because of the holiday... be steadfast and 
watch the HEART of God work in and through you. AMEN

Today's Memory & Today's Scripture Verses:

Don’t let anyone look down on you because you are young, but set an example for the believers in speech, 
in conduct, in love, in faith and in purity. Be diligent in these matters; give yourself wholly to them, so that 
everyone may see your progress. 1 Timothy 4:12, 15



Family Faith Connection Week 11/Day 2 

Scripture Reference: Hebrews 11:1, 6 

THANKS GIVING 
*Read today’s Scripture Verses:

WELL today I want you to think about one of the LARGEST family days of the year… THANKSGIVING. 
However, do you ever feel as though it is one of the days that family actually spends the least amount of 
time together. I don’t know about your family, but it seems as though we spend most of our time making 
this HUGE meal and very little time actually spending time enjoying our company. Now that might show 
that we just don’t like hanging out... Crazy as it seems, but it could be because of the history of our 
childhood. If our families never really took the time to spend time hanging out together, you will see just 
how much that family history has transferred to your family as well. We learn by seeing and by example, 
and as adults, as crazy as it might seem, we learn most of our parenting skills from our parents... SO if 
take a moment to think about our families... they are learning their life lessons that will pass down to their 
kids from us.

I know that that might seem absurd, but test the theory. How many things do you do because you learned 
them from your parents. I love the story about the young wife who was cooking a family dinner for 
Thanksgiving and every year as they were preparing the ham, they would cut it in half and cook it in 2 
pans. As she was trying to fit both pans in the already overused oven, her older sister walked in and the 
young wife asked her older sister why they always cut the Thanksgiving ham in two and cook it in two 
pans when they could easily have fit it into one pan. The older sister said that is how she learned to cook it 
from their mom. So both sisters went into the living room and approached their mom and asked her the 
same question. The mother’s answer was that she had learned that from her mom watching her cook in the 
kitchen for so many years. As all the women went and approached their grandmother to ask this question, 
they were astonished when they heard the answer. The grandmother looked at all three of the women and 
told them that the reason she cut the ham in half was because she never owned a pan large enough to cook 
the entire ham at one time so she would cut it in half to fit the two pans she had. I know that may sound 
crazy but it is a great illustration of how we continue to do things because we have always seen out 
families do them and we never ask why... We just accept them as family traditions and don’t even realize 
how much they have truly influenced our lives.

So as a short time today, spend time with your family and try to write out those family traditions that have 
influenced your lives, and stop and see if there is something you want to change to allow your family to 
honestly spend time together as a family. The hardest part about the holidays is that many of us don’t have 
the experiences that we see on TV. As our lives are separated during every other day, we get so upset when 
on the holidays we never get a chance to experience that “FAMILY MOMENT”. And for most of us it is 
because we have not trained our family to actually be a family.



On this amazing day, take time to be faithful. We have already read that definition of faith before, but 
before we can be thankful, we must first be faithful. The second verse that we see the author of Hebrews 
write about today is verse 6. Without faith it is impossible to please God. In other words we must be 
willing to believe in the power of God. As you look around your tables today, you have a living definition 
of faith, hope and thanksgiving. Don’t take this for granted. As we have talked about before on this 
journey, remember that we are trying to reestablish our family and in doing so begin NEW traditions that 
will hopefully encourage our family to seek the love and mercy of God as a strong foundational point in 
their lives. How cool would it be to be sitting as grandparents or great grandparents watching our 
families sitting around the table spending time together because of the foundation you established in their 
lives TODAY. That would be something to be TRULY THANKFUL for if you ask me.

FINAL THOUGHT: Give God the thanks that HE deserves for giving us another day to spend with our 
families. However, don’t also give the day over to stress and frustration, but have the FAITH to believe that 
if you inject a little more GOD in your THANKSGIVING you may just see an AMAZING family tradition 
truly change the lives of your extended family. AMEN

Today’s Scripture & Memory Verse:

1. Now faith is being sure of what you hope for and certain of what you cannot see. 6 And without faith it 
is impossible to please God, because anyone who comes to him must believe that he exists and that he 
rewards those who earnestly seek him.



Family Faith Connection, Week 11/Day 3 

Scripture Reference: Romans 10:12-17

 CALLUSES 
*Read today’s Scripture Verses:

One measure of hard work for so many years is called a calluses. It is formed by the constant rubbing or 
pressure due to some kind of worker irritation. Calluses also have the unique position of having no feeling 
at all. The skin has formed a hardened layer that just cannot allow the sensors of the hands or feet where 
the callus was formed to work. It's almost a complete dead piece of skin that has little or no life running 
through the cells.

Sometimes we feel that way too.. We have allowed our lives to become callused towards life. I know that 
might sound a little crazy, but a lot of times we have been completely rubbed the wrong way and become 
less active toward the love and mercy of even God or our family. It is hard for us to see because the layers 
of mistrust and hurt continue to build on a daily basis and after 20-30 years we find ourselves calloused to 
the needs of those around us. Our hearts become hardened and the routine of our daily lives help us to be 
unattached to the things in our lives that give us love, peace, and joy. One of the easiest examples I can 
give you is based on our relationships with our families. Our families can cause us to be separated from 
spending time together. I remember when both of my children were born. They needed me for everything. 
Neither one of them could feed themselves or provide any of their basic needs. However, the older they 
get, the more self-sufficient they become and the more they callous themselves from the need of our love.

In trying to build a stronger relationship with our families we must to continue to infuse love and life into 
their hearts. As a family this weekend, find some way to once again find family time. It's hard to 
understand the need for family time when we are so calloused to the need for life. Spending the last few 
days with my family away from even the craziness of the church, we have been able to just VEG OUT. 
Once again I have seen life in their eyes. In hopes of allowing me to stop from such a busy calloused 
lifestyle to even spend time making up crazy songs with my daughter or hanging out just laughing 
continues to infuse life into the relationship. I have come to the realization that these times are more 
important than just a few times a year.

See our scriptures today, we also understand the need for sharing the love of God's word to the world 
filled with a calloused heart toward God. If you have not seen the fact that the world has become 
disenfranchised with God, it comes with no surprise. They seem to believe that God is not important and 
the further they get from God the more calloused they become. Paul spoke as one who was trying to help 
them understand the need for a time of God revitalization. We see the importance of helping others to see 
the need to spread the word of God to a world that is lost. No

other way will help the world to regain a stronger desire for God than constantly building a strong 
foundation within our family walls.

Calloused lives continue to grow more hardened toward any desire to build a living, breathing 
relationship. Have our live's become calloused? Have we reached a point where many of our lives have 
been cut off from the life or love that God is trying to infuse into our hearts? Maybe it is time again to try 
and see if we need to assess the life within our families. Answer the following questions:



1. How much time on a daily basis outside of travel time and meals do you spend as a family? 

2. How much time, when at home do you spend apart doing your own thing? 

3. When is the last time you had a day with no arguments at all? 

4. On a regular basis, are you still spending time praying together as a family? Yes or No 

5. Do you desire to see your family have a stronger family bond? Yes or No 

f. If Yes, what is still hindering this from happening? 

g. If No, Why? 

6. Do you feel as though your family may have calloused tendencies? 
7. What are you trying to do to change the hearts of each member of your family?

In order to see change, you must be honest. There is no way if our hearts are not alive with the love of God 
for us to lead our families in that manner. We must be willing to restore our calloused hearts with a 
humility that allows the LIVING WATER to restore life. Are we hardened by life and routine, or are we 
ready to rip off the calloused life in hopes of restore a point of life for the future of our families. AMEN

Today's Memory Verse:

Consequently, faith comes from hearing the message, and the message is heard through the word about 
Christ Romans 10:17

Today’s Scripture & Memory Verse:

For there is no difference between Jew and Gentile—the same Lord is Lord of all and richly blesses all 
who call on him, for, "Everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved." How, then, can they call 
on the one they have not believed in? And how can they believe in the one of whom they have not heard? 
And how can they hear without someone preaching to them? And how can anyone preach unless they are 
sent? As it is written: "How beautiful are the feet of those who bring good news!" But not all the Israelites 
accepted the good news. For Isaiah says, "Lord, who has believed our message?" Consequently, faith 
comes from hearing the message, and the message is heard through the word about Christ. But I ask: Did 
they not hear? Of course they did:"Their voice has gone out into all the earth, their words to the ends of 
the world." (Romans 10:12-18 NIV)

 



Family Faith Connection, Week 11/Day 4 

Scripture Reference: Matthew 9:35-38 

THE HARVEST 
*Read today’s Scripture Verses:

How many of us braved the craziness of shopping over the last few days. I know that it may seem as 
though many of us ask why in the world are so many people fighting to get something that they will forget 
about over the next year. I wish that they would do a reality show to just show us how long the items that 
they are so crazy to get actually are used on a yearly basis. I would also love for them to follow the person 
for just 1 year and see what they are once again waiting in line to get for the next year. It just literally 
boggles my mind. I know that we believe that we are going so that we can hopefully save some money and 
help to better our children, but I just wonder why we think that STUFF is just so important.

What really blew my mind was watching the people trying to check out of the store. I mean it seemed as 
though people were waiting in lines for hours just to get out of the store they waited DAYS to get into. 
What if that was what it was like to be at church on a weekly basis? What if people were so excited about 
seeing what the new message was going to be this week and they literally waited outside the doors for 
days just trying to get in so that they could get a seat to hear the Gospel for hours. I am sure that many 
pastors preached on this subject yesterday, but why does the church really not have something so enticing 
that people are wanting to fight to get in? As we continue on our journeys together, I pause to once again 
focus ourselves on the stores again. One of the things I hate the most is walking into a store which has 20 
checkout lanes and only 3 cashiers working. The people are backed up for rows into the store and only 3 
people who know how to get them through the lines. Once again I return my thoughts to the church. Crazy 
how the same scenario could play out. It seems as though there are so many people who are wanting to 
know more about God, but only a few people that are willing to teach them and help them in their walk. 
We have these huge stores or churches, that people have come to check out, and it seems that because of 
the few amount of workers willing to invest into the lives of others, many people just get too frustrated and 
leave.

So here is where you come in... In dedicating your life to your family, are you willing to spare the time in 
the CRAZIEST time of the year to honestly teach them the most important things about Christmas? To tell 
you the truth, it has nothing to do with the presents at all. We have just made it this way because we want 
to satisfy the kids with something that will only last them for the moment, instead of giving them something 
that they will be able to hold on to for eternity. I know that sounds harsh, but also in this time of advent, 
we need to remind our children of the story of Christ, who came and gave us the greatest gift that we could 
never return... ETERNITY.

I have a friend who really has put things into perspective for me. He has 4 children and every Christmas 
they only give their kids 3 gifts... WHAT!! HOW ABSURD.... THAT IS CHILD CRUELTY... you may be 
thinking. However, in their home, they have demonstrated one of the earliest lessons to their children that 
has spoken volumes to their family. They have created a tradition that will live in an through them for 
generations to come. In teaching their children about Christmas, they have reminded their children that 
they are to receive the same amount of gifts that was given to Jesus. In their mindset, they are teaching 
their kids to be humble to the fact that they are not greater than the God who gave us His Son. They 
celebrate birthdays as days of greater importance to the family and try their best to allow Christmas to 
remain focused on God. Could you do that? Would you be able to stop all of the crazy things that we give 
our kids to just satisfy the moment in hopes of teaching them an eternal lesson?



In all of these illustrations today, it brings us back to the message spoken in God’s word. As Jesus 
continued to go from place to place, speaking in church after church, He continued to realize that many of 
these people that were in true need were never hearing the Gospel. The major reason is because of their 
position or status they were not allowed in the church. They would gather outside just to hear some of the 
words, and every time that Jesus would leave the church, He would have compassion for those who were 
so hungry for the WORD. As He preached to those who had knowledge about Christ and God’s love, He 
realized that too many of these people were just holding on to the message for themselves and the people 
in the courtyards outside the synagogues were in need of someone to share the message to them. As He left 
all of the churches He saw the need for more workers. He saw so many that were a part of church not even 
take the time to share the message they had just heard to those who were waiting to just get a glimpse to 
get inside. It was just like those stores on these crazy shopping days... except people had a strong desire to 
come into the church to receive the true gift that keeps on giving.

Final thoughts: What message are you giving to your family? During this time of the year are we spending 
more time telling our families about the real reason for the season, or are we constantly trying to find 
some way to “buy” their love. If you have not noticed the things either break or get boring within days of 
being received, and the main reason is because we are giving them gifts of the world instead of teaching 
them about the Savior of the world. Before we can look at the rest of the world for the harvest, we must 
begin in our own fields. Are you working to prepare your families’ fields for the harvest, or are you just 
throwing out seed hoping something will take root and grow? AMEN

Today's Memory Verse:

37 Then he said to his disciples, “The harvest is plentiful but the workers are few. 38 Ask the Lord of the 
harvest, therefore, to send out workers into his harvest field.”

Today’s Scripture & Memory Verse: 
35 Jesus went through all the towns and villages, teaching in their synagogues, proclaiming the good 
news of the kingdom and healing every disease and sickness. 36 When he saw the crowds, he had 
compassion on them, because they were harassed and helpless, like sheep without a shepherd. 37 Then he 
said to his disciples, “The harvest is plentiful but the workers are few. 38 Ask the Lord of the harvest, 
therefore, to send out workers into his harvest field.”

 



Family Faith Connection, End Week 11 

Scripture Reference: Isaiah 40:29-31 

LEARNING TO SOAR 
*Read today’s Scripture Verses:

Have you ever seen the Eagle fly? It is one of the greatest things I have ever had the experience to witness. 
One year I took a group of graduated seniors on their Senior Trip to Canada. We had the opportunity to 
watch a Bald Eagle soar. It was truly amazing. However, as we sat there watching this show... we were 
amazed at the story that the bird trainer told us about the bald eagle. It seems that when the eagle teaches   
their young, they only have a certain amount of days to teach and train them to prepare to fly. The mom 
shows them how to eat and spends countless hours in the nest demonstrating the technique that the young 
eagles will need to mimic in order to fly. She flaps her wings and day after day the little eagles repeat the 
motions until the day that they are ready to fly. Now or many of us we would think that the mother would 
take them somewhere to practice a small glide here or there until their wings were strong enough to fly. 
No, not in this nest. The Eagle very specifically builds their nest in the tallest part of a tree or on the side 
of a mountain. When the time is right, the mom does the one thing that is the hardest, she pushes them out 
of the nest. As the young eagle is falling hundreds of feet, the teaching of the parent then comes into 
practice. The eagles spread their wings and catch the wind and soar, never to return to the nest again. A 
Writ of Passage.

As I read the scripture verses today that is all that I could think about. The willingness of a mother to train 
and prepare her young until the day that they would have to eventually stand on their own and soar. But 
they cannot learn how to fly until they are trained and then pushed by their family. It blows my mind that 
that is exactly what Isaiah is talking about today in the scripture. God will continue to give us strength 
and training. He will give us the power that we need to survive the things in this world that we never 
thought we could make it through. As we continue to practice and rely on the strength of our FATHER, we 
will continue to learn how to fly ourselves. But we must on a daily basis continue to micmic the values that 
God is giving us in our lives. When Isaiah says that we will soar on wings like eagles, that means that 
eventually on this journey, when all 4 phases of our family ministry is complete, the true test of your 
strength will be the day that you will be pushed to fly. No longer will you need me to remind you of the 
time that you need to spend with your family or with God. You will have a desire to micmic the lessons of 
prayer and study that you have learned in hopes of beginning to train your family in the same way that I 
am trying to help train you. It just begins with being fed... and as we near the end of Phase 1, do you know 
that you will have consumed over 50-100 scripture verses over the 12 weeks. You will begin to hopefully 
desire to seek the word on your own and then your children as they see you digging into your Bible in 
front of them and sharing in a time of prayer, they will desire to follow your lead as well. We are 1 week 
shy of the end of Phase 1... You are not ready to SOAR yet, but you are seeing the way to begin to flap your 
wings.

The hardest part of the eagles journey is the push... There comes a time that the mom innately knows that 
they must test their faith in their training and see if their kids are ready to soar. The question I ask you is 
have you begun the training for your kids. Are they starting to digest little pieces of God’s word to 
understand the importance of having it in their lives to be able to live? Are they test their boundaries by 
spreading their wings in the hopes of one day being just like you and leading their own family in a time of 
spiritual journey? One of the craziest things is the fact that we do have a lot longer time with our families, 
but we take such a small amount of time to train them on the things that will help them to SOAR and not 
just fall to their death.



Today, I am going to invite you to go to youtube and search for a video entitled: Even Eagles Need a Push 
Movie. The reason I am asking you to watch the video is because this is the point we will all come to one 
day. It may not be today or tomorrow, but even with my 7 year old, the day will come soon enough that I 
will have to push her to watch her SOAR and never return home again. Isaiah could not have given us a 
prettier picture of the importance of the parents training the children for such an important day. I just 
really hope that we are in a place that we will have the courage to push them and watch them SOAR even 
higher than we could ever imagine. But that does not happen over night. There are many days, months and 
years of preparation that we have in front of us... but it all starts with taking the first step.

After 11 weeks you are closer to finishing the first stage... I know that it has not been easy, and at times 
very uncomfortable, but as I have said many times before, the more you practice the better and stronger 
you and your family will be in the end. You are about to break out of the shell and fight for your own 
stability in this world... I hope that you are ready for the PUSH that the next stage is going to CALL you to 
do. God will continue to give you strength, all you have to do is ask and when you see the answer.... teach 
it to your family as well. It’s almost time to start flapping your wings for the next 3 stages that will teach 
you how to SOAR. AMEN

Today’s Scripture & Memory Verse:

29 He gives strength to the weary and increases the power of the weak. 30 Even youths grow tired and 
weary, and young men stumble and fall; 31but those who hope in the Lord will renew their strength.They 
will soar on wings like eagles; they will run and not grow weary, they will walk and not be faint.



Family Faith Connection,  Week 12/ Day 1 

Scripture Reference: 1 John 1:5-10 

DARKNESS INTO LIGHT 
*Read today’s Scripture Verses:

One of the most difficult things for many of us to do is to allow everything that is going on in our lives to 
come to light. I know that when I was younger, it always seemed that everything I ever did wrong was 
always in the dark. I don’t know why... I guess that I never really thought of God or anyone being able to 
see me so I guess it was ok. But little did I know that God had night vision. Over the last couple of weeks 
this journey has really hit home with my personal walk. I don’t if you have felt the same way, but I have 
honestly been asking God to continue to reveal the purpose of this journey... and time after time, God has 
opened my eyes to families who are truly growing closer in their walk.. the Light is finally shining through 
the darkness.

It’s hard to believe we are starting the last week of Phase 1. I hope and pray that many of you have 
continued to chart the growth of your family. Once again I would love for you to help shine some light 
about how God has been working or even the difficulties that you have faced continuing to keep the daily 
time together and the weekly times of prayer. I will tell you that the journey will get deeper as we start 
phase 2. SO this week will be one that is mostly of reflection over the last 12 weeks. You will have a time to 
see where you have struggled and rehash over what you have learned in this amazing 12 weeks. There 
may even be things that you could share with your family about how God is moving in your life.

As we study the verses for today, notice the point in which John begins. First and foremost we see that 
God is Light. A picture of something completely void of darkness. I cannot even fathom that picture. The 
closest I could come is standing in front of lights on high and not being able to see anything else. That 
even in the moments when I try to close my eyes and hide from the intensity of the light, it would continue 
to shine through in the times of darkness. How crazy is that... I mean I understand what John is saying, 
but to think that God has never actually been in darkness. I remember as a child being terrified of the dark 
and even remember my heart pounding when we played hide and seek and I was just hoping I could hurry 
and get out of the dark. Now, also understand that being in a relationship with God, means that we are not 
able to walk in darkness either.. that no matter where we go or what we do, God’s light will shine in, 
through, and around us to destroy anything that is hidden in darkness.

The hardest part comes in the next verses. If we claim to have no sin... How many times do we do that .. 
We think that as long as we live a good life we are ok.. WE think that as long as our sins are not as bad as 
the sins of others we are fine and we deceive ourselves into thinking as long as my life continues to look 
better than others, then obviously we are better...but that cannot be further from the truth. We teach our 
families that it is ok to slide on things that if in the presence

of God there is no way He would ever allow that to happen. But we do.. We allow things to happen 
because we are comfortable understanding that as long as we continue to live in our darkness no one will 
see...or do they?

Here is the hardest part of Phase 1.. We have to admit our failures... All throughout the last 12 weeks, we 
have been trying to find time to do all that we can to work with our families, but just like any other 12 step 
program, we cannot begin to fix what is broken until we all admit that we have a problem... Hi, My name 
is Jason and I am a SINNER.... Insert your name here... and then realize the gravity of that statement. 



When we continue to live lives in which we deceive our families to think the things that we do that are 
wrong are ok... we continue to lead them down the road of deception and give them a false sense of truth. 
Here is an example... I could tell Amelia something that I boldly know was wrong just so that I would not 
feel as guilty about doing what I do.. I’m old enough.. I’m a minister... I have some sense of authority.. but 
by me telling her something that is wrong, it warps her sense of truth and reality.. Now if she ever has 
kids.. she may pass on that lie to them and even warp other generations as well... and it all started 
because my pride was bigger than my faith in God.

God tells us that if we just confess our sin... He is FAITHFUL and JUST and get this.. HE WILL 
FORGIVE US!! What are we waiting for... Are we more worried about what is going to be said about us in 
the short run than the damage we could cause in the long run? Are we really that bold to want to reject 
God and His power to forgive? Finally, verse 10 puts it all into perspective. If we continue to live these 
lives and think that we are ok... we allow the world to see Jesus as a liar.. If we cannot show our change, 
we are giving victory for darkness over the LIGHT. Dig in.. this is where day 1 of the last week of Phase 1 
starts... with you looking in the mirror and begging to finally open your eyes and see the LIGHT in all of 
its glory and finally stepping out of the darkness that we have been hiding in all of these years. AMEN

Today’s Memory Verse:

8 If we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us. 9 If we confess our sins, he 
is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins and purify us from all unrighteousness.

Today’s Scripture Verses:

5 This is the message we have heard from him and declare to you: God is light; in him there is no darkness 
at all. 6 If we claim to have fellowship with him and yet walk in the darkness, we lie and do not live out the 
truth. 7 But if we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we have fellowship with one another, and the blood 
of Jesus, his Son, purifies us from all[a] sin. 8 If we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and the 
truth is not in us. 9 If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins and purify us 
from all unrighteousness. 10 If we claim we have not sinned, we make him out to be a liar and his word is 
not in us. 



Family Faith Connection, Week 12/ Day 2 

Scripture Reference: Romans 12:1-5 

TRANSFORMING THE FAMILY 
*Read today’s Scripture Verses:

Now we see a reflection. After so many days of trying to reflect on where our families are in regard to this 
journey, we are now must be in tune with where we are with God. On a scale from 1-10 answer the 
following questions 1 being not at all and 10 representing a drastic change:

1. How much has your ability to read and understand scripture has changed over the last 11 weeks? 

2. How much has you willingness to find a time to do a daily quiet time changed? 

3. How has your family responded to spending time together on a regular basis? 

4. How many times have you honest learned something about your walk and your families walk  
over the last 11 weeks? 

5. How has your personal quiet time grown? 

6. How has your personal prayer life changed over the last 11 weeks? 

7. Has spending time with your family gotten easier or harder? 

8. How often during the week does your family spend in prayer time? 

9. On a personal note, what gave you learned about your walk with God over the last 11 weeks? 

10. Finally, is this journey a benefit to you and your family? Yes or no and tell why.

Week 12 helps us to see that we must be willing to change our mindsets in hopes of watching God change 
our lives and the spiritual lives of those around us. Has this just become a checkpoint for each day, or an 
opportunity to see God being revealed in and through your family? This begins with the opportunity to test 
your walk on a regular basis. Understanding the fact that the only way we do learn is through the testing 
of our faith, this journey is only chapter 1 of a multi- volume test put together to prepare for the final 
exam. Now understand I hate tests too, but it helps to show me where I stand in relation to the knowledge I 
have obtained. Head knowledge and heart knowledge can be seen as similar, however we must be willing 
to apply this knowledge to real life circumstances in order to see how we have advanced in our spiritual 
growth. All

I ask is that you be honest with yourself because that's the only way this journey can proceed by renewing 
the way that you think about daily time with God and family!



Today is a day of personal reflection. In order to realize the steps we must all take in the next phase, we 
must realize where we were and whee we are now. So take time today to write a letter to yourself about the 
past, your present, and what you hope the future to look like. Transform your every day routine into a time 
of personal gain for God. We are not any different than the next guy if we cannot do an honest evaluation 
and move forward with a vision to change. For true transformation to occur in your family, self-reflection 
must start at home. AMEN

Today’s Memory Verse:

Therefore, I urge you, brothers, in view of God's mercy, to offer your bodies as living sacrifices, holy 
and pleasing to God–this is your spiritual act of worship. Do not conform any longer to the pattern of 
this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind. 
Romans 12:1-2

Today’s Scripture Verses:

Therefore, I urge you, brothers, in view of God's mercy, to offer your bodies as living sacrifices, holy 
and pleasing to God–this is your spiritual act of worship. Do not conform any longer to the pattern of 
this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind. Then you will be able to test and approve 
what God's will is–his good, pleasing and perfect will. For by the grace given me I say to every one of 
you: Do not think of yourself more highly than you ought, but rather think of yourself with sober 
judgment, in accordance with the measure of faith God has given you. Just as each of us has one body 
with many members, and these members do not all have the same function, so in Christ we who are 
many form one body, and each member belongs to all the others. (Romans 12:1-5 NIV84) 



Family Faith Connection Week 12/ Day 3 

Scripture Reference: Joshua 1:5-9 

WRIT of PASSAGE 
*Read today’s Scripture Verses:

One of the coolest thing I ever remember about the idea of growing up was a story about a young brave 
indian that was on the verge of becoming a man. In the midst of his training he had learned to survive 
from almost anything as long as he was part of the tribe. In his final test before he would be considered a 
man, his father took him to the darkest part of the forest, sat him down and said, your final test is to stay 
here all night without anyone else. You are not to use any fire, any knives, anything at all but you must stay 
in this spot until the sun rises. The little brave was very nervous and scared but responded that he would 
stay in that spot all night long. As the sun set and the day turned to night, the little brave was able to hear 
sounds of nature all around him, however he could not see anything since the moon was covered and he 
had no light. He sat there motionless all night long until the dawn began to break. As the light from the 
sun began to break into the dark forest the little brave began to make figures out all around him. As the 
sun brought everything to light, the brave realized that every man from the tribe had surrounded him and 
was their to protect and watch him all night long. He never was in danger, but he had to have the courage 
to make it through this test.

I love that story. It continues to remind me of the amazing opportunity we have with our families on this 
journey. When your son/daughter is ready to move on... how cool would it be to have a ceremony to 
prepare them for the next stage of their life. What if we began writing a book right now of the things they 
would need to know and pass it on as a manual for the next stage of their life. Some things may be simple 
as to how to change a tire or how to fry an egg. It may continue with lifelong sayings that you would want 
them to always have in their life and in time of distress, they would be able to reach back for the book and 
look to see if you had given them any knowledge in how to get out of the situation that they were in. A 
guide book.. a manual for their Writ of Passage.

In understanding the fear of the young brace, he never knew the power of his family that surrounded him. 
How cool would it be for your family to have that power too. For your son or daughter to know that no 
matter what, we would be surrounding them with prayer and protection in the times in which the future 
cannot be seen. In this journey you are preparing to pass on a very valuable ideal to your family in hopes 
that they too will grow in their faith even stronger and pass it on to their future family members as well. 
Setting a tradition is a way that many families stay strong. They are able to understand that they are not 
alone in this crazy world even when they cannot see their next stage of their life.

In our scripture verses today, Joshua is now taking the leadership role for God’s people after Moses had 
just died. He was taking on the legacy of an amazing leader of God’s people, and he was scared and 
nervous, but aren’t we all when we reach that point. I mean even today I was talking to teenagers about 
jobs, and they were like, I don’t have to worry about money my parent’s give it to me.. But I also remember 
how scared I was when I first got married. How was I going to be able to pay all the bills, get everything 
done, fix all of the problems that arose... and you know what, my parents were there to help me every step 
of the way. They helped to guide me and teach me things I could not even imagine might happen to me 
during this next stage of my journey. And then came children... But God continues to remind us that we 
should be strong and courageous. We should not fear or be discouraged because not only will we have 
earthly fathers and mothers that may help us during the way, but that THE LORD of all of the universe 
who is in control of all of this world has to offer will be with us, surrounding us... protecting us from 



whatever may come. And it won’t be until the “SON” comes up and the LIGHT reaches our eyes that we 
are able to see that God was with us every second... of every moment... of every day.

So my challenge for you today is to continue preparing for the day your son/daughter will be ready to go 
off on their own journey. Begin preparing them to be able to survive in this world, and why not start a 
journal or notebook of useful knowledge or quotes... a life’s users manual that you would have loved to 
have when you were their age. Break the mold in the sense that they need to learn it from experience.. yes 
they do... but what not allow them to learn from you. Give them advice about cars, and fishing or wedding 
or marriage. Write down advice about things that you really want them to know. And you can even have 
one for college and a different survival manual for marriage or just life. You decide... but find a way to 
pass on your knowledge.. Help them to build faith and courage, and when we are gone, they can look back 
in our books of personal wisdom and realize that we may actually have something they may need one day 
when they are parents. Be strong and courageous enough to plan for the future of your great-grand kids... 
and watch the world change as well. AMEN

Today’s Memory Verse:

9 Have I not commanded you? Be strong and courageous. Do not be afraid; do not be discouraged, for 
the Lord your God will be with you wherever you go.”

Today’s Scripture Verses: 
5 No one will be able to stand against you all the days of your life. As I was with Moses, so I will be with 
you; I will never leave you nor forsake you. 6 Be strong and courageous, because you will lead these 
people to inherit the land I swore to their ancestors to give them. 7 “Be strong and very courageous. Be 
careful to obey all the law my servant Moses gave you; do not turn from it to the right or to the left, that 
you may be successful wherever you go. 8 Keep this Book of the Law always on your lips; meditate on it 
day and night, so that you may be careful to do everything written in it. Then you will be prosperous and 
successful. 9 Have I not commanded you? Be strong and courageous. Do not be afraid; do not be 
discouraged, for the Lord your God will be with you wherever you go.” 



Family Faith Connection Week 12/ Day 4

Scripture Reference: 1 Corinthians 13:1-4

LOVE GIFTS

*Read today’s Scripture Verses:  
 
I am a sucker... No I don't mean a sugary, colored amazing treat on a stick, but a sucker when it comes to 
helping people. For the longest time God has given me a spirit of discernment when it comes to a lot of 
things... But not when it comes to helping people. From the earliest points in my ministry life I have 
always given people the benefit of the doubt. Regardless even if I knew they were pulling a fast one on me, 
I have tried not to allow that part of my heart to become hardened and mistrusting of others. I have 
generally said that I am going to give someone what I can to help the need and leave it up to God to work 
in their life whether or not they are telling me a lie. I know that might sound crazy and in some way 
irresponsible, but I really would rather err on the side of God then try and face the consequence of failing 
a test God was giving me. I remember the scripture in Matthew 7 when all these people were asking, Jesus 
when did we see you hungry and not give you food, or thirsty and not give you drink. When were you 
naked and we didn't clothe you or in jail and not visit... And simply Jesus said when you did not do these 
for the least of these you did not do it for me. It hits me especially around this time of the year when I think 
of so many in need and I am living in modern luxury based on the rest of the world.  
 
So why do I bring this up today? Because these words in our scripture verses literally slap us in the face 
when it comes to teaching our families what it means to give the gift of love to others. Paul tells each us 
about the different aspects of our lives in which we live and if we cannot show love... We gain nothing in 
response. The first part of today's scripture is simple.. If I speak in the tongues of men or angles, but have 
not love, I am just noise. In other words, if I go to church and preach about the love of God and cannot 
apply it in my life what kind of influence am I. I am able to tell others what they should do without actually 
helping anyone in return. I am a resounding gong that no one wants to listen to and I lose my ability to 
influence the lives of others. Do you know people like that that can tell you what you need or should do but 
they cannot do the same thing in their lives. You begin to resent them and they lose any influence they may 
have had in your life. They just become noise.  
 
The second part goes a little deeper. If we are able to see and understand the word of God and claim to 
have a faith that God will help us through all things, and yet we cannot show love to others, we are just a 
hollow shell living a very fake lifestyle. If we have all this head knowledge and book knowledge but cannot 
share our heart knowledge we find ourselves being called,one of the worst words in biblical times... a 
hypocrite. It's so easy to stand back and say what God is telling us to do in regards to helping others, but 
the love of God that dwells in us should compel us so much to want to share that love through teaching 
and helping others. Think of your family

for a second. Does it not make sense to want to share the love of God to your family? For all of the 
knowledge that we have gained and the multitude of moments that our faith has given us the strength to 
endure, why would we not want to teach our family about the amazing love of God that continues to walk 
with us every step of the way. 

Finally, even if we just go through the motions and give people things we no longer use or give a person a 
handout, help our families to understand that we have been called by God to help others. It really is 
amazing to see the attitudes of many of our students who have no compassion for the needy. They have 



learned a very hard lesson from the example of their parents that will continue to be their mindset until 
they are retaught the truth. The answer is not to just throw money at the problem, but to spend time in 
showing the love of God. Many times we struggle because we just want to give those in need something 
that will just get them out of our sight instead of spending time getting to know their situation. We find 
ourselves proud of being able to give someone a minutes worth of love instead of teaching them about the 
eternity of love God is willing to provide. 

I know I may sound a little harsh today, but I am just sharing from my own failures when it comes to 
helping others that need the love of God. We have all been so blessed. I pray that maybe you can help your 
family find a way to share God's love gift to others. Some ideas are to go by one of the local nursing 
homes with your family and provide some residents with Christmas cards. God by the local jail and have 
your family make Christmas cards sharing God's love and that your family will be praying for them... You 
don't have to leave an address or a name.. But for them to receive handmade cards or anything may share 
the love of God in a way that you could never imagine. Go by your local DFACS and adopt a family or 
just a child for Christmas to provide them with things that they may never have the opportunity to get 
otherwise. Go to a local soup kitchen and see if they will let you family help to serve. There are many 
opportunities to share the gift of God's love especially during this time of year. My only question is are you 
willing to open your families eyes to the gift of love God has already given to your family by passing the 
love of God to so many others. AMEN

Today’s Memory Verse: 1 Corinthians 13:2 
If I have the gift of prophecy and can fathom all mysteries and all knowledge, and if I have a faith that 
can move mountains, but do not have love, I am nothing.

Today’s Scripture Verses: 
If I speak in the tongues of men or of angels, but do not have love, I am only a resounding gong or a 
clanging cymbal. If I have the gift of prophecy and can fathom all mysteries and all knowledge, and if I 
have a faith that can move mountains, but do not have love, I am nothing. If I give all I possess to the 
poor and give over my body to hardship that I may boast, but do not have love, I gain nothing. (1 
Corinthians 13:1-3 NIV).” 



Family Faith Connection End Phase 1

Scripture Reference: 1 John 2:15-17

World vs Family

*Read today’s Scripture Verses:

Here we are.. 60 days of complete submission to God's direction. It's really hard for me to believe Phase 1 
is complete. But the journey has been amazing... I hope you feel the same way. In looking back over Phase 
1 you have been in a constant struggle with the world. Literally every day you woke up, something from 
the world continues to pull you from wanting to build a stronger relationship with God within your family. 
Many have strayed off the path... Others just have given up all together, but you have allowed God to plant 
a seed and a desire in the fertile ground of your heart, and I hope you have been able to take 1 step in 
gaining a stronger personal relationship with God and your family. You heard me right... 1 step, nothing 
more.... nothing less.. See Phase 1 is about self evaluation and renewal. Yes during the way we have 
invited your family to participate in a part of your journey in hopes of opening your eyes to the blessings 
that God has surrounded you with on a daily basis. Phase 1 was a training to prepare you for the fight that 
the next stage is going to challenge you to overcome. 
 
Let me put it in a better light. Have you ever watched a boxing match? One of the funniest things about 
boxing matches is the training that it takes before the fight even begins. See the boxer takes a full 6 months 
to a year to prepare for the opponent that he or she now is going to face in the ring. I know that sounds 
crazy, but it takes every moment to prepare the person: body, mind and spirit for the literal beating they 
will face in the ring. They train their bodies to absorb the punches that can literally break ribs. They train 
their faces to absorb shots that could possibly leave them blind, and they train their lungs and kidneys to 
absorb blows that could literally leave them motionless and gasping for air. They train their minds to see 
the weaknesses in their opponent so that at any second they can attack and claim victory. They run long 
miles, jump rope, do countless push ups and sit ups to strengthen their heart for the long battle inside the 
four cornered ring. They put the right nourishment into their bodies so that they can get every ounce of 
energy at the right time that they need to finish the match. It's not something that they plan over night.... 
but a time in which thy train in hopes of completely overcoming the opponent on the other side of the ring. 
 
Do you think that I would ask any less in your spiritual fight? If it takes these athletes this much time to 
prepare for a battle that will at most last 36 minutes... How more important is the fight for your family for 
eternity? We too must go into strict training for our opponent, the world, has already claimed victory over 
us. They have kept us completely out of the ring selling us the mindset that we couldn't win if we wanted 
to. So now we have got to up our training. Phase 1 was to get you back on the bike to help work out a lot 
of the soreness that comes with training.

For many of us it deals with the fear of just trying to talk about things we feel as though we don't know, 
but just like riding a bike or working a heavy bag, we don't understand it at first.. We seem to stagger and 
fall... We feel as though we cannot find our strength and we wonder if we will ever get out of this stage.. 
And the answer is YES if you continue to work and train at getting better... And the funny thing is you 
finally have the confidence to ride and you literally forget all of the failures and you learn how to punch 
with authority as you find your stride.

We are in a battle against the world. No better verses could have been used for our last day of phase 1. 
John was dealing with people who had been 1 generation removed from seeing Jesus in the flesh and they 



began to fall back into worshiping the gods of old. Not having the first hand accountability of seeing the 
miracles of Jesus and hearing Him profess the Gospel they began to doubt the credibility of God and fall 
into their old patterns that seemed so much easier to worship. The world began the fight again and John 
fighting the battle of Gnosticism, continued to remind the new Christians of the importance of renewing 
their faith and building a strong foundation in God. We battle the same obstacles from the world even 
today. Our gods may not have names like Zeus or Athena, but we place more authority and belief in our 
gods than the One God who literally knocked out death so that we could have life. It was not a first round 
knock out by the way.. But in the third round, Jesus stood before the world in victory.

So after finishing Phase 1, the next week will be followed by small times of daily reflection. After 12 weeks, 
I hope you have regained a desire to rebuild the foundation of your personal walk and begin the training 
your family will need for their fights that lie ahead as well. None of this will change overnight, but realize 
that every day you spend reclaiming your life and the lives of your family from the world, the stronger they 
become and the weaker their opponent will be when they square off again. Also note that your battle may 
not finish after 1 fight that has gone on for 12 rounds, because the rematches are even harder because 
your opponent knows how you move and where you struggle and is ready for when the next fight comes. 
Phase 1 COMPLETE... Now let the training for the next 12 round match begin. AMEN

Today’s Memory Verse: 1 John 2:15-16

Do not love the world or anything in the world. If anyone loves the world, the love of the Father is not in 
him. For everything in the world–the cravings of sinful man, the lust of his eyes and the boasting of what 
he has and does–comes not from the Father but from the world. 
(1 John 2:15-16 NIV84)

Today’s Scripture Verses:

Do not love the world or anything in the world. If anyone loves the world, the love of the Father is not in 
him. For everything in the world–the cravings of sinful man, the lust of his eyes and the boasting of what 
he has and does–comes not from the Father but from the world. The world and its desires pass away, but 
the man who does the will of God lives forever. (1 John 2:15-17 NIV84) 
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