
Family Faith Connection Week 9/Day 4  

Scripture Reference: Philippians 1:3-11  

UNITED or UNTIED 
*Read today’s Scripture Verses: 

As we begin today, we continue to strive to move forward in our journey together. As many of us have 
found, 2 things have really caused us to struggle... One finding the time to keep ourselves moving forward 
during our Phase 1 Family studies and now the craziness of adding a 40 day challenge into the mix. It 
seems as though we were able to finally get things really moving forward, and now we have added a new 
element that really throws us for a loop. Pause, take a breath, and realize something. First, we will also 
gear our daily Bible reading to the memory verse that we are supposed to learn... so we have taken a lot 
off of your mind by helping to reiterate the scripture and our Phase 1 Family study for the next 34 days. 
Second, breath.. it’s going to be ok. Just understand that in all things God is going to offer you an amazing 
opportunity to become UNITED with your family during this journey and hopefully not become UNTIED. 

Crazy how those words are so similar and still so completely opposite. As you can see, if you move one 
letter the word goes from being something that is in peace and harmony with each other, into something 
that is completely frayed and discombobulated. One simple letter that can cause us to go from being on 
solid ground to feel as though we are sinking up to our heads in quicksand... Do you know what the letter 
is? You guessed it “I”. Funny how we can reposition the letter “I” into one spot and it can cause us so 
much harmony or headache. Well I want us to go a little deeper than that today. 

As we read the scripture verse today, we see that Paul is offering his prayers and support because of the 
bond that is holding them UNITED, even though they are hundreds of miles apart. There is a bond, a 
family bond, that continues to hold a family together regardless of the distance. There is a bond that many 
of us are holding together because of the journey we are taking together to strengthen our families. We are 
ALL facing many of the same struggles, and satan is doing the best that he can to try and deter us... But 
understand what Paul is also saying in our main verse for today.. That God that began with us on this 
journey over 2 months ago is going to continue to UNITE with us on a daily basis until this journey ends 
in eternity. So in other words, we are UNITED together in the same cause, fighting the same battle for the 
hearts, minds and souls of every member of our family. In doing so, our love for each other will grow as 
new members of our family begin this journey and we all are able to help each other through the struggles 
and the successes. So, now let’s look at the other side of things. 

Now, we take a journey on the other side of the coin. What if our lives were UNTIED.. A simple spelling 
mistake can honestly cause us so much anguish, frustration and pain. To be UNTIED, means that we are 
unable to follow through because it always seems as though something is going wrong. Being UNTIED we 
find ourselves always putting everything else before God and only offering Him the leftovers. We continue 
to allow ourselves to make excuses and rationalize the fact that everything will be ok and we will try and 
catch up tomorrow...but it seems as though tomorrow never becomes today. Look at the two words below: 

united untied 



As mentioned before the biggest difference is the letter “I”, or in other words US. It’s all based on where 
we want to be positioned when it comes to our journey with our families and God. Now I told you this was 
going to get a little deeper, so here we go.. Let’s just say for arguments sake the letter “T” in both words 
represents the cross. When we have our focus on God, the “I” is always before the cross, or in other words 
our vision will continue to focus on God because we hold the cross before us in our sight as a beacon of 
hope and a point of reference. However, when we place the “I” after the letter “T”, we see that we have 
put the message of the cross behind us and we fail to see where God is leading because we are more 
focused on maintaining our lives instead of denying who we are and taking up our cross to follow Him. 
Funny how the position of one little thing, “I” can make our lives a part of God’s story of completion, or 
almost drive us to destruction. My prayer for us today is to determine where “I” want to be in regards to 
our personal journey and God’s direction for our families. Are you UNITED or coming UNTIED at all 
points... it might be because we have taken our focus off of Christ and His path for our lives. AMEN 

Today’s Memory Verse: 

6︎Being confident of this, that he who began a good work in you will carry it on to completion until the day 
of Christ Jesus. 

Today’s Scripture Verse:  

3 I thank my God every time I remember you. 4 In all my prayers for all of you, I always pray with joy 5 
because of your partnership in the gospel from the first day until now, 6 being confident of this, that he 
who began a good work in you will carry it on to completion until the day of Christ Jesus. 7 It is right for 
me to feel this way about all of you, since I have you in my heart and, whether I am in chains or defending 
and confirming the gospel, all of you share in God’s grace with me. 8 God can testify how I long for all of 
you with the affection of Christ Jesus. 9 And this is my prayer: that your love may abound more and more 
in knowledge and depth of insight, 10 so that you may be able to discern what is best and may be pure and 
blameless for the day of Christ, 11 filled with the fruit of righteousness that comes through Jesus Christ—
to the glory and praise of God. 


